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Knesset rejects 3 no-confidence motions 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP; — The Israeli 
Knesset, rejected by a clear majority Monday three 
no-confidence motions against Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu, parliamentary sources said. 
Forty-nine deputies voted down the first morion, sub- 
mitted by die Labour Party to denounce the deterio- 
ration of the country's security. Forty MPs backed the 
motion, and there were no abstentions. The left-wing 
opposition presented two other no-confidence 
motions condemning Mr. Netanyahu's support for 
Jewish settlement in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
The second was rejected by a 51-38 vote, while the 
third motion was defeated 51-37. There were no 
abstentions. 
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GID launches into cyberspace 

AMMAN (AFP) — The General Intelligence Depart- 
ment (GID) said Monday it has launched itself on the 
Internet becoming the first Arab intelligence agency 
with a site on the World Wide Web. The site provides 
information about the role of the department as well 
as Jordan itself and has an electronic mail facility to 
stimulate communication with Jordanian citizens and 
foreigners, the department said. The GID web site is 
available on the Arab NET Web Site at: 
www.Arab.net/gid. 
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Israeli soldier 
‘kidnapped’ 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Israel’s defence 
minister said on Mdnday 
security forces now assu- 
med a soldier who went 
missing in Israel in Sep- 
tember was kidnapped. 
Sharon Edri, 19, was last 
seen on Sept. 11 at a med- 
ical clinic at an army base 
in central Israel. “As long 
as we have no other evi- 
dence, from our point of 
view Sharon Edri is being 
held against his will some- 
where and we are making 
every effort in order to find 
him.” Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Mordechai told 
Israel’s army radio on 
Monday. 

Only Saudis ‘can 
speak about blast’ 

MUSCAT (AP) — Noth- 
ing should be disclosed 
about the probe of the June 
bombing that killed 19 
Americans in Saudi Ara- 
bia except by the king : 
dora’s security sources, the 
Saudi interior minister 
said. “Announcements 
concerning the blast will be 
made at the right time” 
Prince Nayef Ben Abdul 
Aziz was quoted as saying 
by die official Saudi Press 
Agency. “Once all investi- 
gations are through, every- 
thing concerning the event 
will be told. Th Washing- 
ton Post reported last week 
that the Saudis had made 
arrests and were now con- 
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side the kingdom after 
determining that some Shi- 
ite Muslims among the sus- 
pects had links with Iran. 

Iran, N. Korea sign 
security deal 

TEHRAN (AP) — Iran and 
North Korea have signed 
an agreement to promore 
cooperation on domestic 
security, the Islamic 
Republic News Agency 
(IRNA) reported Monday. 
It said the deal was signed 
late Sunday by Iran’s 
deputy interior minister, 
Gbolamh ossein Bolandian, 
and North Korea’s deputy 
minister for national secu- 
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Suharto begins first state visit 

Economic agreements to be signed 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Indonesian 
President Haj Mohammed 
Suharto arrived' here Mon- 
day on a four-day official 
visit during which he will 
hold talks with His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
means of boosting bilateral 
relations and reactivating 
the Middle East peace 
process. 

The agenda of President 
Suharto’s visit, widely 
expected to have important 
economic outcomes, 
includes the signing of eco- 
nomic corporation agree- 
ments. officials said. 

Official sources said, Jor- 
dan and Indonesia will 
today sign a bilateral 
agreement for the. protec- 
tion and the promotion of 
investments, a protocol for 
the abolition of dual taxa- 
tion between the two coun- 
tries and an agreement on 
maritime transport. 

Official talks between the 
King and President Suharto 
will start today, Tuesday. 

Head of the world’s most 
populous Muslim countiy. 
President Suharto was pre- 
ceded here by high-ranking 
public and private sector 
business delegations which 
started to attend a two-day 
meeting of the Jordanian- 
Indonesian Joint Commis- 
sion on Economic Coopera- 
tion. 

Upon his arrival, the 
Indonesian president was 
received at Queen Alia 
International .Airport by the 
King, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, 
Prime - Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti, as well as 
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His Majesty King Hussein on Monday receives Indone- 
sian President Suharto at Amman airport upon hts 
arrival on a four-day official visit to Jordan (photo by 
Yousef ’Allan) 


Cabinet and Royal family 
members. 

In meetings held earlier 
with the visiting Indonesian 
business delegation, Jor- 
danian officials and busi- 
nessmen stressed the need 
for increasing the King- 
dom's exports to Indonesia. 

During the meeting of the 
joint Jordanian-Indonesian 
commission on economic 
cooperation, held at the 
Ministry of Industry and 
Trade on Monday morning, 
acting minister of Industry 
and Trade and Minister of 


Higher Education Abdullah 
Ensour said “the volume of 
Jordanian exports, mainly 
phosphates and potash, to 
Indonesia should be 
increased.” 

According to official sta- 
tistics, the Kingdom export- 
ed to Indonesia only JD38 
million worth of goods in 
1995, but imported more 
than JD59 million. 

“For many years. Jordan 
enjoyed a favourable bal- 
ance of trade with Indone- 
sia, but, in 1995, for the 
first time, it turned around 


Indonesia's imports of Jor- 
danian phosphate and 
potash,” said Jordanian 
Businessmen Association 
(JBA) Chairman Hamdi 
Tabba' during a meeting 
with Indonesia Minister of 
Industry and Trade Tunky 
Aribowo. 

The 23-member visiting 
business delegation includ- 
ed representatives from 
industries and firms operat- 
ing in different sectors, 
ranging from general and 
industrial trading to fertilis- 
ers. telecommunications, 
air transport and tourism. 

Chief of the Middle East 
Committee of the Indone- 
sian Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry 
Muchrim Hakim identified 
“lack of awareness in mutu- 
al needs and demands.” 
trade barriers and lack of 
sea transport as the “main 
obstacles to the develop- 
ment of trade between 
Indonesia and Jordan.” 

Addressing Jordanian 
businessmen gathered at 
the Amman Chamber of 
Industry. Mr. Hakim 
stressed the need for 
“expanding credit systems, 
ease loan procedures and 
facilitate other financial 
facilities to encourage joint 
projects.” 

Calling for the increase of 
economic cooperation and 
commercial exchange 
among all Muslim coun- 
tries, he also said trade bar- 
riers between Muslim 
countries should be pro- 
gressively lowered, until 

(Continued on page 12} 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein Monday 
evening held talks with 
Turkish Deputy Prime Min- 
ister and Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller who arrived 
here yesterday for discus- 
sions on bilateral relations 
and regional issues of 
mutual concern. 

Dr. Ciller also met with 
Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. with whom 
she discussed progress in 
the Middle East peace 
process, economic ties, the 
situation in northern Iraq 
and regional water issues. 

During an arrival state- 
ment, Dr. Ciller said that 
she wanted, during her two- 
day visit, “to share views 
on the security of the region 

. . . towards the benefit of 
the Middle East and our 
two countries.” 

Following discussions 
with Mr, Kabariti. Dr. 
Ciller told the Jordanian 
Businessmen's Association 
that she expected the oil 
pipeline running from Iraq 
to Turkey to be reopened by 
the end of the year, provid- 
ing that “nothing new” hap- 
pens in Iraq. 

In September, Iraq was 
close to securing the imple- 
mentation of U.N. Resolu- 
tion 986, known as the 
“oil-for-food deal” that 
would allow Baghdad to 
sell $2 billion worth of oil 
over a six-month period to 
buy food and medicine. The 
oil would be transported via 
the pipeline to Tbrkey for 


MENA summit opens in Cairo today 

Egypt makes inter- Arab cooperation focus of conference 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Middle East and North 
Africa economic summit 
(MENA), the biggest ever 
meeting of Israeli and Arab 
businessmen opens Tues- 
day in Cairo, and organisers 
hope the conference — 
almost cancelled as 
Mid east peace talks faltered 
— will help revitalise 
peace prospects. 

*’I think the conference is 
a chance to push forward 
cooperation on the bases of 
stability and peace,” Prime 
Minister K areal A1 Gan- 
zoury told Egyptian televi- 
sion on Monday. 

The three-day meeting is 
expected to draw some 
3,500 participants from 
mortT 1 than 90 countries, 
according to the Swiss- 


headquartered World Eco- 
nomic Forum, which 
helped organise the three- 
day event. 

They will include some 
2,000 businessmen along 
with government delega- 
tions from the Middle East, 
Asia, Europe and the Unit- 
ed States. 

The turnout is higher than 
expected, given that Egypt- 
ian President Hosni 
Mubarak — with support 
from many Arab nations — 
threatened to call off the 
meeting over delays in the 
peace process. 

Official delegations 
began arriving here Mon- 
day for the third MENA, 
with Egypt calling for the 
event to focus on boosting 
inter-Arab trade. 


A European delegation 
led by Irish Foreign Minis- 
ter Dick Sping began talks 
with Egyptian President 


Hosni Mubarak, who is due 
to open the three-day eco- 
nomic conference on Tues- 
day. 


French Minister of For- 
eign Trade Yves Galland, 

(.Continued on page 12) 


Jordanian delegation meets 


CAIRO (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Trade and Industry 
AJi Abul Ragheb, head of 
the Jordanian delegation to 
the Cairo economic sum- 
mit, Sunday chaired a 
meeting of die Jordanian 
public and private sectors 
delegation members and 
discussed the Jordanian 
participation in the sum- 
mit. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb 
described the Cairo Mid- 
dle East and North Africa 


economic summit as a 
“forum to exchange views 
and ideas on economic 
development in the 
region.” 

The minister said the 
summit “is a good and real 
opportunity • to enhance 
economic potentials of the 
region which hasn’t seen 
true development due to 
conflicts and wars over the 
years.” 

He underscored the 
importance of a just, com- 


prehensive and lasting 
peace which forms the 
foundation for economic 
development in the region. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 14 
members of the delegation 
would address the summit, 
covering the sectors of 
industry, mining, energy, 
water and tourism. The 
Jordanian delegation ro the 
summit groups 32 partici- 
pants from the public sec- 
tor and 42 from the private 
sector. 


MENA to correct ‘misconception’ that regional 
cooperation centres around Israel — Musa 


«»* 


From P.V. Vivekanand 
In Cairo 

ONE OF the key messages 
that Egypt wants to send 
through the MENA confer- 
ence is that regional coopera- 
tion does not revolve around 
Israeh there is plenty of room 
for consolidating inter-Arab 
ties and Arab relations with 
other countries. Foreign Min- 
ister Amr Musa said Monday. 

By the same token, Mr. 
Musa implicitly urged absen- 
tees Syria and Lebanon to 
sun participating in the mul- 
tilateral phase of the Arah- 
Israeli peace process after 
accepting that not everything 
in the region has to do with 
Israel. 

Mr. Musa, addressing a 
press conference on the eve of 


the opening of the Middle 
East and North Africa 
(MENA) economic confer- 
ence, warned that peace 
would continue to elude the 
Middle East if Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu maintained his 
hardline positions. 

"This is where the entire 
crisis stems from.” said Mr. 
Musa. when, asked about 
comments attributed to the 
Israeli leader that he wants 
peace on his “own terms.” 

“He cannot have on peace 
on his terms," stated Mr. 
Musa. “Peace means a bal- 
anced peace where Israelis 
cannot call it an Israeli peace 
or the Arabs cannot call it an 
Arab peace. We want an 
Arab-Israeli peace. 

“If Mr. Netanyahu insists 


on an Israeli peace, then, l*m 
sorry, then? can be no peace. 
And this is the problem. He 
believes that he can have 
peace, territory and every- 
thing. Bui he will never have 
it he will never got it. it is as 
if Mr. Netanyahu is not really 
living in real life." he added. 

Mr. Musa said Egypt, 
through the MhNA confer- 
ence, sought to “correct” a 
“misconception" that the 
meetings on regional cooper- 
ation "centre around Israel” 
and “all deals have to go 
through Israel... any deal dial 
does hut involve Israel is not 
regional cooperation." 

“In reality." he said, "the 
conference is for all countries 
in the region... to strike deals, 
to sit together, to interact, 
with or without Israel." 


“Israel is not die centre of 
gravity in the region,” said 
Mr. Musa, who was joined at 
the press conference by 
World Economic Forum Pres- 
ident Klaus Schaub. 

Israel will be attending the 
conference “as a normal 
country like any other,” he 
said. "This is the contribution 
or the message that this con- 
ference will convey to every- 
one. We are correcting the 
misconception of regional 
cooperation." 

This “misconception" is 
behind the Syrian and 
Lebanese absence in discus- 
sions oil regional cooperation, 
said Mr. Musa.. 

Syria and Lebanon reject 
doing anything that could be 
construed as ’‘entering a 
phase of regional cooperation 


with Israel" before conclud- 
ing peace agreements. That is 
why they are staying away 
from the MENA conferences 
and the broader multilateral 
discussions involving the 
Jewish slate, according to the 
Egyptian minister. 

“The Israeli statements and 
attitudes that were heard and 
seen in previous conferences 
have also further alienated 
Syria and Lebanon from par- 
ticipation,” Mr. Musa said. 

But, he said, “I believe that 
what we are underlining at 
this conference now will 
work out bener in the future." 

Mr. Musa expressed hope 
that “perhaps between now 
and the next conference there 
will be progress.” “That is, if 
Mr. Netanyahu changes his 
mind...,” he added. 


export. 

Turkey, which estimates 
that the six-year-old U.N.- 
imposed economic sanc- 
tions bave brought it S27 
billion in trade losses, has 
consistently supported che 
implementation of the reso- 
lution. 

“As of last week,” she 
said, “we were able to bring 
all the parties (the United 
Nations, the United States, 
Britain) together and we 
feel that if nothing new 
happens, the pipeline will 
'be opened before the end of 
the year." 

Iraqi Trade Minister 
Mohammad Mehdi Saleh 
on Monday urged further 
Turkish pressure on the 
U.S. and Britain to have the 
suspended oil-for-food deal 
implemented. 

Dr. Ciller, however, 
warned that any stimulation 
to the region's economy 
provided by the pipeline's 
opening could not be sus- 
tained without political sta- 
bility in northern Iraq. 

“Therefore, the second 
aspect of (Turkey's) Iraq 
policy is to try to bring 
peace to northern Iraq.” she 
said. “Political stability is 
possible if we have peace, 
but peace cannot be easily 
brought when Kurds are 
fighting Kurds and terror- 
ism is exported to other 
countries, including 
Turkey.” 

Mr. Kabariti, in remarks 
during a meeting with Dr. 
Ciller at the prime ministry, 
reiterated Jordan’s firm 
stand against terrorism,” 
and said that Jordan stands 


in full support of Turkey's 
efforts in its fight against 
terrorism. He said the 
Kingdom believes that a 
coordinated regional effort 
is of utmost importance in 
ridding the region of this 
phenomena. 

Dr. Ciller said that Turkey 
wants to initiate an 
“international peace 

process” that respects the 
territorial integrity and sov- 
ereignty of Iraq. 

“We have done this by 
bringing in the Kurdish ele- 
ment. the Turkoman ele- 
ment and all the other ele- 
ments living (in nonhem 
Iraq) together, as well as 
representatives from the 
U.N., the U.S. and the U.K. 
together. By the 15th of this 
month the second summit 
will take place." She said 
that the initiative also has 
the support of several Arab 
countries. 

"We hope these elements 
can become friendly with 
each other and can collabo- 
rate with each other." she 
said. "We hope peace and 
stability can be attained, 
and we hope that within ter- 
ritorial integrity and sover- 
eignty of Iraq, we will have 
economic growth with sus- 
tained political stability.” 

Mr. Kabariti said that Jor- 
dan continues its call for 
self-restraint in northern 
Iraq. 

"We have followed with 
grave concern the recent 
escalation in the situation in 
Iraq and the military opera- 
tions which might send Iraq 

(Continued on page 12) 


No breakthrough on Hebron 
expected during Cairo meeting 


CAIRO (Agencies) — 
Chances for concluding a 
deal - on Israeli redeploy- 
ment in Hebron dimmed 
Monday as Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Palestinian 
leader Yasser Arafat failed 
to clinch an agreement dur- 
ing a phone call Sunday 
and American sources 
accompanying U.S. Secre- 
taiy of State Warren 
Christopher who was 
scheduled to meet with Mr. 
Arafat here Monday 
evening downplayed 
expectations for any 
progress during the Cairo 
economic conference. 

Mr. Arafat, who met with 
Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa, rejected Israeli 
reports that a deal on 
Hebron could be signed in 
two days. 

“We are not expecting 
any dramatic progress on 
Hebron, “ a U.S. State 
Department official who 
accompanied Mr. Christo- 
pher told reporters; “We 
are still working on it." he 


said in reference to U.S. 
mediation to secure an 
agreement on the long- 
delayed Israeli withdrawal 
from Hebron. 

“There will not be a lot of 
action in Cairo on Hebron 
because the focus is eco- 
nomic," the official said. 

U.S. Middle East coordi- 
nator Dennis Ross, who has 
been mediating accompa- 
nied Mr. Christopher ro 
Cairo, was not expected to 
return to Israel or the Pales- 
tinian territories in the near 
future, the official said. 

Mr. Ross, who has said he 
would only return if signs 
emeige of a compromise on 
Hebron, will head back 
home on Wednesday. 

A Palestinian negotiator 
said that “Neranyahu called 
Arafat last night (Sunday) 
and he reiterated his com- 
mitment to implementing 
the deals, but as far as we 
are concerned this is only a 
verba! commitment." 

“It is not tranced in the 

{Continued or: page 12) 


Jews flock to Hebron 


HEBRON (Agencies) — 
In a prayer protest against a 
planned Israeli troop rede- 
ployment, hundreds of 
Jews flocked to Hebron on 
Monday, a day after Israeli 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's phone call to 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat failed to break the 
deadlock in talks on the 
city's future. 

Ultra-orthodox Jews in 
black coats and hats 
marched through the streets 
of downtown Hebron to the 
Tomb of the Patriarch, a 
fortress-like building 
sacred to both Muslims and 
Jews. 

Israeli soldiers, assaulr 


rifles at the ready, guarded 
the marchers as they passed 
a bustling crowded Pales- 
tinian outdoor market. 

"We came to Hebron, 
where our forefathers are. 
to pray to them so the 
Israeli army will not pull 
out of Hebron." said Shlo- 
mo Ingber. 20. a Jewish 
seminary stutlenr front New 
York who is spending a few 
months in occupied 
Jerusalem. ‘The re- -p!e feel 
that this may b. ■ t 'js. 
time they .-.is- .:«! 

Hebron." 

A leading ■?= rf-bbi. 
meanwhile, said the 350 

(Continued on page 12) 
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Heavy fighting north of 
Kabul, refugees flee Badghis 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Fighting on the frontlines 
north of the Afghanistan cap- 
ital Kabul intensified on 
Monday, with the Talcban 
militia and its opponents 
exchanging tank, artillery and 
rocket rounds. 

A Taleban commander on 
the so-called Old Road, 
which runs up the western 
side of the broad valley north 
of Kabul, said the fighting 
there had moved closer to his 
positions. 

"The fighting is closer than 
yesterday." Tthe commander 
told Reuters, it was not possi- 
ble to reach the front to see 
how far the lines have moved. 

Separately. fighting 

between the two sides in the 
remote northwestern province 
of Badghis has forced 40.000 
to 50.000 Afghans to flee 
their homes, a U.N. refugee 
agency said. 

The main from lines are 
some 20 to 25 kilometres 
north of Kabul, in a broad 
valley that runs from Kabul to 
the foothills of the Hindu 
Kush. 

The anli-Taleban alliance, 
comprising forces loyal to the 
ousted government and those 
of northern leader General 
Abdul Rashid Dostum, have 
been trying for almost three 
weeks to capture a range of 
low- hills that bisects the val- 
ley. 

Despite numerous attacks 
by alliance forces the lines 
near Kabul have remained 
largely static. 

Taleban tanks were moving 
up the Old Road towards the 
northern frontline, braving 
air-raids by alliance jets. 
Artillery rounds kicked up 
huge plumes of smoke and 
dust on the road, obscuring 
the tanks. 

Intensive artillery' barrages 
could be heard around the 


from lines across the valley. 

An alliance jet dropped a 
single bomb on Kabul's air- 
port early on Monday mom- 
* ing. There were no repons of 
casualties or damage. 

The Taleban militia seized 
Kabul on Sept. 27 and now 
control nearly 75 per cent of 
the country. 

The U.N. High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said in a statement 
on Monday that fighting in 
Badghis province has forced 
40.000 to 50.000 Afghans to 
flee their homes. 

"Around 45.000 people 
from small towns and villages 
in front-line areas in Badghis 
province have fled south- 
wards to the town of Qala-e- 
Nau." the statement said. 

Another 2.000 to 3.000 
people have already proceed- 
ed further south to Herat. 

"More people are arriving 
in Herat every day. some after 
walking for several days and 
nights." the statement said. 
“A camp set up in Herat last 
Wednesday is alreadv full." 

The UNHCR said it had 
agreed w ith the Taleban. who 
have held the western city of 
Herat since September 1995. 
to let the newly-displaced 
people use another camp that 
normally houses Afghan 
refugees returning from 

neighbouring Iran. That 

camp. too. was filling up fast, 
it added. 

The Taleban have been 
locked in see-saw battles in 
Badghis with (he combined 
forces of Gen. Dostum and 
ousted government comman- 
der Ahmad Shah Masood. 

The battle for Badghis. a 
relatively remote province, is 
important because success 
there for the Taleban could 
open up an invasion route 
into Gen. Dostum’s northern 
heartland. 


On the other hand, a Tale- 
ban defeat in Badghis could 
lay Herat open to attack by 
Gen. Dostum and allied 
forces loyal to the city’s for- 
mer Governor Ismail Khan. 

Afghans have constituted 
the world’s biggest refugee 
population for the past 14 
years. About 3.8 million have 
returned home since 19S9, 
when the Soviet occupation 
ended, but more than a mil- 
lion remain in Pakistan and 
l .4 million in Iran. 


Rabbani in Iran 


Meanwhile, ousted Afghan 
President Burhanuddin Rab- 
bani arrived in Iran on Mon- 
day for a one -day visit, the 
official Iranian news agency 
IRNA reported. 

It said Mr. Rabbani. who is 
supported by Iran, will hold 
talks with senior officials 
including first Vice-President 
Hasson Habibi and Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayaii. 

in Inin. Mr. Rabbani called 
on the new Pakistani govern- 
ment to cut off its support 
for the Taleban in 

Afghanistan. Mr. Rabbani . 
told AFP he favoured 
“friendly relations with all 
neighbours of Afghanistan, 
including Pakistan.” 

“We hope the interim gov- 
ernment in Islamabad will 
correct the mistakes of the 
last administration and does 
no longer interfere in 
Afghanistan's internal 

affairs." he said. “Wic are 
waiting to see what changes 
are made for improving rela- 
tions” with Pakistan. 

Mr. Rabbani repeatedly- 
accused the former govern- 
ment of Pakistani Prime Min- 
ister Benazir Bhutto of mili- 
tarily backing the militia. 



Afghan Islamic Taleban fighters cause dust and smoke to rise as they make their way 
in a Soviet-built tank to the frontline more than 30 kilometres north of Kabul on 
November II. Fierce exchanges of rockets and artillery continued throughout the 
morning (Reuters photo) 


Sudan urges Egypt to 
help stop U.N. sanctions 


CAIRO (AFP) — 
.Sudanese Foreign Minister 
Ali Osman Mohammad 
Taiha has urged Egypt to 
play a “positive role" to 
slop the United Nations 
From imposing an air 
embargo on Sudanese 
planes later this month. 

“What is needed from 
Egypt now is a clearer and 
more positive role aimed at 
stopping sanctions against 
Sudan,” Mr. Taha said in 
statements published Mon- 
day by the Saudi daily A I 
Sharq A I Awsat. 

“If political pressure con- 
siderations win the decision 
will leave negative impacts 
on relations between Sudan 
and the concerned coun- 
tries. namely Egypt ... and 
it will affect Sudan's unity 
and security." Mr. Taha 
said. 

The U.N. Security Coun- 
cil decided in August to 
impose an air embargo on 
international flights of the 
national Sudanese carrier. 


Sudan Airways, unless it 
handed over suspects 
accused of involvement in a 
bid to assassinate Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak 
in June 1995 in Ethiopia. 

The U.N. is expected to 
set a date for this embargo 
later this month. 

In May. the Security 
Council imposed diplomat- 
ic sanctions on Sudan, 
which is accused by several 
countries, including Egypt, 
of harbouring Islamic fun- 
damentalist militants. 

Mr. Taha said his country’ 
briefed U.N. envoy Lakh- 
dar Ibrahimi last month on 
the "humanitarian and eco- 
nomic” repercussions fur- 
ther sanctions will have on 
Sudan, which has repeated- 
ly denied any knowledge of 
the whereabouts of the sus- 
pects. 

Mr. Taha meanwhile 
denied that Iranian media- 
tion between Sudan and 
Uganda was a threat to any- 
one in the region. 


Last week. Mr. Jaha met 
his Ugandan counterpart 
Eriya Kategaya in Tehran to 
discuss ways of reaching an 
agreement to end their bor- 
der conflict. 

Relations between the 
two countries were severed 
last year amid mutual accu- 
sations that they were sup- 
porting each other’s rebels. 

U.N. finds fault 
with probe 

Probes by Sudanese groups 
into slavery and other 
human rights abuses 
glossed over available data 
and shed little light on the 
alleged horrors, according 
to a U.N. report released 
over the weekend. 

Caspar Biro of Hungary, 
the special U.N. human 
rights rapporteur for Sudan, 
said he found it encourag- 
ing the government had 
appointed committee*, to 
investigate abuses and had 
opened a centre for trauma- 
tised children in Khartoum. 


Jewish mystics want to hunt for 
Moses’ tomb on Mount Nebo 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — A group of Israeli 
Jewish mystics have asked 
Jordan for permission to 
hunt for the grave of Moses 
on Mount Nebo and while 
awaiting a reply have made 
do with religious cere- 
monies on the nearby bor- 
der with the West Bank. 
Israeli press repo ns said 
Monday. 

A group of rabbis inspired 
by the cabal, the Jewish 
mystical tradition, have 
already obtained authorisa- 
tion from the Israeli army 
to set up a prayer camp in 


the heavily guarded and 


mined military zone facing 


Mount Nebo. the mass cir- 
culation Yediot Aharonot 
reported. 

The group’s leader. Rabbi 
David Batzeri of Jerusalem, 
told the newspaper he had 
asked both Jordan and the 
Israeli army for helicopters 
to search for the grave of 
Moses. 

While awaiting their 
reply. Rabbi Batzeri and his 
followers blow a ram’s 
horn and dance around 
Jewish holy books along 
the border near Jericho, 
calling out the name ot 
Moses. According to the 
Torah, the burial place of 
Moses “is not known.’’ a 


reference rabbis interpret as 
meaning that God wanted 
the grave hidden to discour- 
age pilgrims and worship of 
the patriarch. 

Muslim tradition places 
the grave of moses on the 
western bank of the Jordan 
River near Jericho, but the 
cabalists cite references in 
the Bible they say indicate 
he was laid to rest on 
Mount Nebo. 

Rabbi Batzeri told the 
Yediot Aharonot he and his 
followers launched their 
quest in the belief that 
Moses might be the one to 
save Israel "from the crisis 
it is now facing.” 


General urges Israel 
to discuss nuclear 
control with Arabs 



AMMAN iJ.T.) — A 
senior military official has 
culled on Israel to break a 
two-year-old logjam in 
Middle East arms control 
negotiations by agreeing to 
discuss nuclear disarma- 
ment. 

Major General Marouf 
Bakhiu a member of the 
Jordanian general staff and 
vice president for military 
affairs at Mu’ta University, 
said Israel cannot achieve 
security in the region by 
refusing to discuss what 
the Arabs regard as the 
chief threat in the region: 
Israel’s purported nuclear 
arsenal. His remarks 
appeared in the Nov. 8 
issue of the Israeli English- 
language Jerusalem Post 
newspaper. 

"The Arabs perceive that 
Israel’s refusal to sign the 
nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty (NPT) now or at 
any time is an attempt to 
maintain their strength 
over the Arab srates. Gen. 
Bakhit told a conference 
on “War in a Changing 
World." held at Tel Aviv 
University's Jaffee Centre 
for Strategic Studies. 

“From the onset. Jordan 
has drawn a distinction 
between peace and securi- 
ty." Gen. Bakhit added. 
“Peace can be obtained 
contractually. Security 
must be earned," Gen. 
Bakhit. the highest ranking 
military officer in the Jor- 
danian delegation to the 
multilateral arms control 
talks, said Egypt has led 
the Arab position in press- 
ing for Israel to discuss 
nuclear issues. The result 
has been a suspension of 
the arms control talks, 
called ACRES, since 1994. 


The general said Jordan 
supports the Egyptian 
position but wants the 
arms control talks to con- 
tinue despite Arab differ- 
ences with Israel. 

Israel, which has pledged 
to observe the Comprehen- 
sive Test Ban Treaty on 
nuclear weapons, has said 
it will not discuss nuclear 
issues until all the states in 
the region, including Iran 
and Iraq, sign peace 
treaties. Last year, then- 
Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres said Israel would 
agree to start nuclear disar- 
mament talks two years 
after the conclusion of 
comprehensive peace. 

But Gen. Bakhit was 
quoted by the Jerusalem 
Post as dismissing the 
notion of waiting for that 
to take place. 

“We don’t need to spend 
so much time to decide 
whether the peripheral 
states (Tran, Iraq) are so 
relevant.” he said. The 
interest here is to move 
forward." 

The newspaper quoted 
Gen. Bakhit as saying that 
he understands Israel’s 
objection to a discussion of 
nuclear issues. Israel’s 
concern, he said, is that a 
purported nuclear arsenal 
deters Arab attack. That 
approach, he said, might 
be outdated. “Israel’s 
threat assessment hasn’t 
changed since 1948." he 
said. “Their view is that 
the Arabs want to talk of 
NPT First in an attempt to 
take away Israel’s deter- 
rence." 

[Text of Gen. Bakhit’s 
address to the conference 
will appear in the Jordan 
Times tomorrow J. 


Shiite leaders deny existence 
of Hizbollah-Kuwait 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) 
' — 'Shiite deputies on 
Monday said they had 
no knowledge of the 
existence of~a Kuwaiti 
branch of Hi zbol I ah. dis- 
missing as baseless a 
local report about the 
Iranian-linked Muslim 
fundamentalist group. 

The Kuwait daily Al 
Rai Al Aam said on Sun- 
day a group called 
Hizbollah-Kuwait had 
split into three factions 
after Kuwaiti legislative 
elections on Oct. 7. 
while Iranian efforts to 
mend the rifts had failed. 

Shiite Muslim cleric 
Hussein Qalial. a newly 
elected deputy to the 
national assembly, or 
parliament, said the 
report was “completely 
false." and that he had n«> 
links with such a party 
nor did he know if 
Hizbollah Kuwait exist- 
ed. 

“It it is not present, 
how can there be anv 


relations?" he told AFP. 
adding that he hadTriiv- - 
died To Iran recently on a 
“religious visit" but had 
no political contacts with 
the Islamic republic. 

The repon in Al Rat Al 
Aain said Mr. Qallaf and 
re-clccted Shiite deputy 
Adnan Abdel Samnd 
were leaders of the splin- 
ter groups that had 
emerged in Hizbollah- 
Kuwait. and had gone to 
Iran to try to patch up 
differences. 

Political parties are 
banned in Kuwait, but 
informal groups such as 
the liberal . Kuwait 
Democratic Forum and 
the fundamentalist 
Islamic Constitutional 
Movement arc represent- 
ed in Parliament. Shiite 
Muslims account for 
between 20 per cent and 
30 per cent of 

the Kuwaiti population 
of 700,000 people. 


Islamist mayor prompts row 
over Turkey’s secularism 


ANKARA (AFP) — Insults 
by an Islamist official against 
the founder of modem Turkey 
have angered the country’s 
secular circles who launched 
u campaign Monday for his 
sacking. 

"At a time when my reli- 
gion is being insulted by 
those secular ones, it was a 
pain for me to have to attend 
the Nov. 10 ceremony." said 
Sukru Knrntcpe. mayor of the 
central town of Kayseri and a 
member of (he pro- Islam ic 
Welfiirc Party of Prime Min- 
ister Necmeltin Erbakan. 

He was referring jo Sun- 
day's nationwide ceremonies 
marking the 58th anniversajy 
of the death of Mustafa 
Kemal Atalurk. who founded 
the Turkish republic on secu- 
lar principles in 1923. 

“I. as an official, had to lake 
pan in that ceremony 
although reluctantly. But the 
Muslim people of this coun- 
try should always keep their 
anger, their hatred against 
secularism that peiNceutC’. 
our religion.” Mr. Karatcpc 


told a meeting in Kayseri, 
according to the Turkish 
press. 

Mr. Karatcpc's remarks 
caused an uproar among sec- 
ular politicians, and main- 
stream newspapers accused 
him of trying to divide the 
Turkish people into two 
opposite categories of Mus- 
lims and seculars. 

“The Kayseri mayor has 
openly provoked the people 
against Turkey's regime. The 
interior ministry should 
immediately sack him.” said 
Bulem Eccvit. leader of the 
Democratic Left Party, the 
fourth largest group in Parlia- 
ment. 


Minister vows to 
figlit Mafia 


Meanwhile, interior Minister 
Mcral Aksener vowed on 
Monday to light organised 
crime as she look up her post 
from a predecessor who stood 
down after a scandal linking a 
lop police official with a 
gangster. 

"Our struggle against 


organised crime, terrorism- 
and drags will continue." 
Ms. Aksener. Turkey’s first 
woman interior minister, said 
at a ceremony where she took 
over from Mehrnct Agar. 

Mr. Agar resigned on Fri- 
day in the wake of a crash in 
which a mobster wanted for 
political killings and drug 
dealing died in the same car 
as a senior security official 
and a former beauty queen. • 

Prime Minister Nccmettin 
Erbakan and his deputy Tansu 
Ciller had both denied any 
links between the mysterious 
crash and the resignation. Mr. 
Agar said he resigned to clear 
the way for a parliamentary 
investigation. 

Deputies arc scheduled to 
discuss alleged links between 
the state and organised crime 
on Tuesday and vote on 
whether to hold an investiga- 
tion. 

According to media reports. 
Mr. Agar stayed in the same 
hotel as the crash victim* in 
the Aegean resort of Kusadasi 
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tions will prevail with tempera- 
tures slightly higher than aver- 
age and winds souihca^erty 
moderate to active. In Aqaba, 
winds will be northerly active 
and seas calm. 
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Crown Prince meets with 
visiting Chinese MP 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Crown Prince Hassan Mon- 
day met with a visiting Chi- 
nese parliamentary delega- 
tion led by Parliament 
Speaker Chao Chi and the 
group reviewed methods of 
promoting bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Prince Hassan stated his 
hope that China will extend 
its social, economic and 
political cooperation to West 
Asia on the same basis as it 
has with East Asia. 

The Prince also said that 
the developing nations of 
West Asia have spent more 


than S200 billion on amts 
subsequent to the Gulf war 
while needing only $35 bil- 
lion to reconstruct infra- 
structures. 

Mr. Chi conveyed an invi- 
tation from the Chinese 
leadership to Prince Hassan 
to visit China: Prince Has- 
san accepted the invitation 
and promised to make the 
visit next year. 

Also Monday, Mr. Chao 
Chi's spouse visited the 
Noor Al Hussein Foundation 
(NHF) where she was 
briefed on its activities by 
Executive Director Ibrahim 


Badran. 

Ms. Chi paid tribute to the 
foundation's work and 
watched a documentary film 
on the development of the 
NHF and the projects it has 
been implementing in Jor- 
dan. 

She then donated 50 
sewing machines as a gift 
from the Chinese govern- 
ment to the foundation to be 
used in its vocational train- 
ing programmes for women. 

Dr. Badran thanked her 
and said that the NHF will 
use the gift to help promote 
women's societal role. 



HRH Princess Basina Monday admires embroidered costumes at the opening of the 
annual Muab Charitable Society exhibition (Petra photo) 


Princess opens annual 
Muab Society exhibition 


AMMAN (Petra) — HRH 
Princess Basina Monday 
opened the annual Muab 
Charitable Society exhibi- 
tion, organised as part of 
the; Kingdom’s observance- 
of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's birthday. 

The Princess toured the 
exhibition, held at the King 
Hussein Youth Centre in 
Amman, and admired 
embroidered costumes on 
display. 

Society President Nayfeh 
Majali explained that the 
society, established in 1959 
in the Karak govemorate, 
focuses on supporting 
women, children and rural 
development. 


She added that the society 
has established kinder- 
gartens. a children's club 
•and -women V vocational 
training courses in dress 
making, knitting, and typ- 
ing in order to qualify them 
for production work. 

The society coordinates 
activities with the Queen 
Alia Fund for Social Devel- 
opment (QAF). Ms. Majali 
said. 

Also Monday. Princess 
Basma chaired a meeting of 
the coordination committee 
for non-go vemmental org- 
anisations, formed by the 
Jordanian National Com- 
mittee for Women (JNC W). 

Discussion covered the 


work of the coordination 
committee in light of a 
recent decision of the coun- 
cil of ministers' which 
named the JNCF as the sole 
spokesgiroup ’ for' “ all 
women-related issues. 

The JNCW decided that 
its members are obligated 
to confirm that non-govem- 
mental organisation plans 
are implemented within a 
fixed timeframe while 
assuring that no programme 
duplication occurs. 

The comraitte’s 1996 
plans include programme 
preparations regarding pro- 
jects to be executed in 1997. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


French president cables house speakers 

AMMAN (Petra) — House Speakers Ahmad Lawzi and Sa'ad Hayel Srour Monday 
received a cable from French President Jacques Chirac in which he expressed his appre- 
ciation of the warm and cordial welcome he received in Parliament and the Kingdom. 

Moroccan minister meets with Abul Ragheb 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Trade and Industry Ali Abul Ragheb Monday met with 
Moroccan Minister of Foreign Trade Mohammad AJami and the two discussed means to 
activate bilateral agreements in trade and economic fields. 

Atomic energy cooperation discussed 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Energy and Mineral Resources Hashem Dabbas Monday 
received West Asian International Atomic Energy Agency's Director General S. Choudry 
to review cooperation in atomic and other energy issues. 
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v JAPANESE FILM 
Tjfr FESTIVAL 

■\jr“ . ■ - 

Toorasan Becoming a Priest'’ (corae- 
) atUie University of Jordan, Samir 
Rifa’a auditorium at 5 JO pan. 




FILM 


^Children ’s film ‘‘Super Ted” at the 
Ttiffa Council at 5:00 p.m. 

German film “Mathias Kneissl” at 
yh^Instftnt, Jabal Amman at 7:00 
Jfctwfth subtitles in English). 

Sp arikh film “Bewitched Love” at 
HkftHameed Shoman Foundation, 
baP Amman at 6:30 p.m. 

- EXHIBITIONS 

links' ty Monkith Sa’id and Bert 
nnens entitled “Untitled Diary” at 
Jqj£Art Gallery, JFuheis, until Nov. 21. 
^Mafiattds and mosaics exhibition by 
xnu&i ' artist Yona Joest entitled 
A Cosmological Dialogue” at 
i Rbyal Cultural Centre, until Nov. 30. 


• Photography exhibition “Al Aqsa 
Uprisings” by Khalid Al . Zaghawi at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, 
Jabal Amman, until Nov. 22. 

• Works by twenty-four artists (from 
Iraq, Holland, Lebanon, Vietnam, 
Spain, Greece, Curacao, Indonisia, Rus- 
sia, and Chile) entitled Hond and 
Hamer “Art in Cultural Transmission” 
at the Royal Society of Fine Art, Jabal 
Weibdeh until Nov. 30. 

• Photo exhibition by Basma Asfour 
entitled “Doubles Regards" at the 
French Cultural Centre, until Nov. 28. . 

• Works by Maha Abu Ghosh at Institu- 
te Cervantes, Jabal Amman, until Nov. 
16. 

• Exhibition of works by Zurich-based 
Jordanian artist Nabil Shehadeh at 
Darat Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. Also 
displaying works by Jordanian artist 
Mohammad Nasrailah and works by 
contemporary artists, until Nov. 13. 

• Exhibition of “Visual Forms” by Abdul 
Latif Al Smoodi at Baladan Art Gallery, 
Gardens street, until Nov. 15. 


MENA conference opens today 
with 80 countries participating 


Queen 
opens art 
display 
on Petra 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Mon- 
day opened an art exhibi- 
tion of photo panels and 
mosaics by Baroness Elsa 
Renata Von Joest. known in 
the an world as Yona Joest, 
entitled “Petra — a Cosmo- 
logical Dialogue'’ at the 
Royal Cultural Centre. 

Baroness Joest, who has 
visited Jordan several 
limes, describes herself as 
“enamoured’’ with Petra 
where she shot nearly 120 
rolls of films from which 50 
photographs have been 
enlarged for the exhibition, 
a Royal Court statement 
said. 

She has also shipped two 
tonnes of Jordanian marble 
to Germany where she pro- 
duced several mosaic 
murals depicting cosmic, 
mythological and biblical 
scenes as well as a map of 
the Kingdom. 

The exhibition, which has 
been organised in coopera- 
tion with the German 
Embassy and the Goethe 
Institute, will run until 
November 30. the statement 
said. 

Baroness Joest's family 
donated the “Museum der 
Stadt’’ in Koln, Germany 
where a Jordanian exhibi- 
tion entitled 'The Kings’ 
Way: 9,000 years of art and 
culture in Jordan and Pales- 
tine” was held in 1990 
under the patronage of 
Queen Noor. 

The Queen was received 
by the German Embassy 
Charge . D’ Affaires Mr. 
Matthias Ohne Muller, 
Director of the Goethe 
Institute Dr. Dieter Glade, 
Baroness Joest and her two 


AMMAN (J .T. ) — Jordan 
Monday dispatched a dele- 
gation to the Middle East 
and North Africa (MENA) 
economic conference due 
to open today in Cairo with 
80 nations participating. 

The meeting will be inau- 
gurated by Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

Minster of Industry and 
Trade Ali Abul Ragheb, 
who arrived in Cairo at the 
head of the delegation, said 
that he will submit reports 
concerning 34 projects val- 
ued at $3.7 billion and that 
these projects cover indus- 
try, raining, energy, water 
and tourism. 

He said that some of 
these projects require 
international financing and 
cooperation. 

The minister described 
the conference as a chance 
for businessmen and gov- 
ernments alike to exchange 


views connected with the 
economic development of 
the MENA region. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said in 
a statement on~ the eve Qf 
the meeting that “the 
absence of a just and com- 
prehensive regional peace 
will have a negative impact 
on the conference," and 
that “stability and peace are 
pre-requisites for develop- 
ment and prosperity.” 

The estimated 3,000 dele- 
gates are expected to dis- 
cuss governmental roles as 
well as those of general 
policies in helping to create 
an opportune climate for 
investments and attracting 
capital to finance projects, 
according to the Jordan 
News Agency Petra. 

The agency said that the 
role of banks and financial 
institutions in the pursuit of 
this goal will also be debat- 
ed. 


The three-day meeting 
will tackle varied subjects 
such as reforms and mod- 
ernisation of laws and leg- 
islation in order to encour- 
age economic growth, 
enhancing the regional 
market economy system, 
prospects of creating a 
MENA Development Bank 
whose existence was 
approved at the last confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb is 
accompanied by a delega- 
tion representing the Jor- 
danian public sector 
including ministers of: post 
and communications, plan- 
ning, finance, transport, the 
governor of the Central 
Bank, Jordan's ambassador 
to the United States, Jor- 
dan’s ambassador to Bel- 
gium. Jordan's ambassador 
to Israel and senior officials 
and advisors in other 
departments. 


The private sector is 
headed by Jawad Anani 
and groups representatives 
of the business communi- 
ty, semi-governmental 
departments and profes- 
sional unions. 

Meanwhile, in Cairo, the 
MENA steering committee 
convened Monday to 
finalise arrangements for 
the conference. 

Committee chairman 
Taleb Rifai said that the 
meeting covered the con- 
ference agenda and exam- 
ined a number of reports 
about the global economy. 

The steering committee 
groups representatives of 
the U.S.. Russia. Canada, 
the European Union. Japan. 
Jordan. Egypt. Israel. 
Palestine. Tunisia. Moroc- 
co and Qatar. 


Bataineh signs health protocols in £ "geria 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Aref Bataineh 
Monday returned to 
Amman after a week-long 
visit to Algeria, describing 
talks with the country's 
government leaders as 
“extremely successful." 

Dr. Bataineh, who was 
accompanied by an official 
delegation, said that dis- 
cussions in Algeria centred 
upon health cooperation 
and that two protocols were 
signed with the Algerians 
in pursuit of that goal. 

“The first protocol," he 
[explained “provides for the 
treatment of Algerian 
patients in the Kingdom’s 
public and private hospi- 
tals, especially patients 
requiring heart surgery. 


those with inefficient or 
irregular kidneys and blood 
cells and bilateral teams 
will soon meet in order to 
design a mechanism for 
implementing the agree- 
ment.” 

The minister explicated 
the first protocol as equally 
providing for Algerian 
physicians to receive train- 
ing in the Kingdom andfor 
dispatching Jordanian med- 
ical specialists to adminis- 
ter special surgical opera- 
tions to Algeria in the 
course of medical training. 

“Under the second proto- 
col.” Dr. Bataineh said, 
“the two countries will 
facilitate pharmaceutical 
product exchanges and will 
consider any medicine reg- 
istered in one country as~ 


automatically registered in 
the other.” 

He also stated that the 
two sides agreed on 
launching joint pharmaceu- 
tical production in Algeria 
as well as the creation of a 
special firm to market the 
medication. 

The second protocol also 
stipulates that . the two 
countries will exchange 
manufacturing expertise, 
industry personnel training 
and carry out joint market- 
ing of medication produced 
by either country'. 

Dr. Bataineh said that 
agreement was also 
reached on sending the first 
consignment of Jordanian 
medicines to Algeria in die 
next few weeks and that 
bfopd bar\ks iii Algeria and 


Jordan will exchange infor- 
mation on controlling and 
organising the storage ofl 
blood and blood plasma. 

During his visit. Dr. 
Bataineh and his delegation 
toured several hospitals 
and health institutions and 
inspected Algerian pharma- 
ceutical firms. 

The minisrer was also 
received by Algerian Prime 
Minister Ahmad Yahya to 
review' bilateral relations 
and subsequently held a 
meeting with Speaker of{ 
the Algerian National 
Assembly Abdul Qader 
Ben Saleh who expressed 
his hope that the two coun- 
tries would exchange visits 
at governmental and non- 
governmental levels to pro- 
.'iSote' tips. ' >_# 
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Minister to attend global hunger seminar 


AMMAN (J.T. ) — A Jordanian delegation, led 
by Minister of Agriculture Mustafa Shneikat, 
will represent Jordan at the U.N. Food and Agri- 
culture Organisation (FAO) meeting, due to open 
Wednesday in Rome. 

Mr. Shneikat left Monday for the five-day 
meeting, saying that topics to be discussed will 
in great part cover hunger and malnutrition erad- 
ication as well as ensuring global food security. 

He said that the various ministers of agriculture 
in the non-aligned nations have reached a uni- 
fied declaration to be presented to the conference 
containing a request that advanced nations 
finance agricultural projects in developing coun- 
tries. 

FAO Secretary General Jacques Diouf said that 
“food production must increase by more than 75 


per cent in the next 30 years if it is to.Jceep pace 
with population growth. We must be ready by the 
year 2025 to feed approximately 9 billion people 
as compared to the present 5.8 billion.” 

The organisation has also invited heads of state 
to the so-titled “food for everyone” summit with 
the aim of achieving global consensus at the 
highest levels, Mr. Diouf said, adding that par- 
ticipants will be asked to approve a joint state- 
ment and plan of action directed toward hunger 
eradication. 

The FAO has stated that in developing coun- 
tries alone some S00 million people are chroni- 
cally undernourished, including 200 million chil- 
dren. 

Millions more are poorly fed and have no 
access to clean drinking water, the organisation 


said . 

The FAO additionally maintains that starvation 
and malnourishment cannot be abolished 
through food aid alone. 

What is needed, officials have said, is aug- 
mented agricultural efforts in affected countries 
so as to raise self-sufficiency. 

Dr. Shneikat said that the participants will 
review nationally endorsed reports regarding the 
halt of mass starvation and the exploitation of 
available natural resources to achieve that goal. 

He will be accompanied by a ministry delega- 
tion. die Jordanian women's unions, university 
teachers and Head of the Jordan Consumer Pro- 
tection Society Mohammad Obeidat. 


Music as “mathematics wrapped 
in emotion ” — Salim Abdul Karim 


By Jean-Ciaude Elias 

Special in the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The celebrat- 
ed Iraqi musician Salim 
Abdul Karim is currently 
visiting Jordan, en route to 
Japan. He is taking the 
time to meditate, to meet 
with local -fellow musi- 
cians and to bravely 
debate a few essential 
issues about music with 
journalists and intellectu- 
als in the Kingdom. 

Mr. Abdul Karim 
belongs to that rare breed 
of musicians who possess 
a culture of such quality 
and a vision of art so wide 
that Lhe word “musician" 
can hardly do him justice. 
Nor is his masters degree 
in mathematics to be taken 
lightly. He seems to give 
as much credit to this 
aspect of his education for 
his success as to his High 
Arts Diploma in music. He 
describes music as "math- 
ematics wrapped in emo- 
tion.” 

Salim Abdul Karim was 
head of the Oriental Music 
Department in the Ballet 
and Music School of 
Baghdad from 1976 to 


1990 and dean of the Iraq 
Institute for Music Studies 
from 1990 to 1996. His 
time now is entirely dedi- 
cated to composition, and 
to playing, teaching and 
lecturing. He has written 
more than 250 pieces 
including four symphonies 
and numerous songs. 

Like most modem com- 
posers in the Arab World, 
Mr. Abdul Karim refuses 
the artificial walls juxta- 
posing occidental and ori- 
ental styles, although he 
admits there are some 
“obvious differences.” He 
plays the piano and the 
classical guitar. His first 
speciality however is the 
oud (oriental lute). Con- 
sidered one of the greatest 
living masters of this 
instrument, Mr. Abdul 
Karim has been the 
teacher of performers who 
have become stars in their 
own right — like Naseer 
Shamraa’ who gave two 
memorable performances 
in Amman in 1991. 

He is an innovator, evi- 
denced by his creation of a 
new technique in music 
notation as well as a 
device for teaching music 


to the blind — innovations 
for which he holds two 
patents. 

Perhaps the most 
impressive and pleasing 
aspect of his talent 
remains his virtuosity and 
musicianship in oud per- 
formance. Mr. Abdul 
Karim manages to display 
amazing technique with- 
out ever giving it the lead- 
ing role — his first aim is 
to touch the listener. 
Whether improvising or 
playing compositions he 
delivers a truly musical 
message before anything 
else. He has his priorities 
right. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan Times in his room 
in Amman, Salim Abdul 
Karim expressed genuine, 
transparent and true pas- 
sion for his an. Beyond 
academic degrees, beyond 
the magic of his concert 
last month at the Royal 
Cultural Centre in 
Amman, beyond even 
technical achievements 
like his extraordinary 
composition for 28 ouds, 
he remains an authentic 
musician deeply in love 
with his art. 



Salim Abdul Karim 
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4 World News 


Slovenia premier faces difficult 
choice after mixed election result 


LJUBLJANA (AFP) — 
Slovenia's centre- left Prime 
Minister Janez Dmovsek 
won most votes in weekend 
elections but Monday faced 
tough choices forming a 
coalition and a possible set- 
back to his plans for speedy 
entry to HU and NATO 
membership. 

In Sunday's vote in this 
liny country, sandwiched 
between Croatia and 
Austria. Mr. Drnovsek's 
Liberal -Democratic Party 
(LDS) garnered 27.05 per 
cent according to prelimi- 
nary official results. The 46- 
year-old popular prime min- 
ister was confident Monday 
he could bring together a 
new coalition. 

But the LDS's coalition 
partners since the last elec- 
tions in 1992. the Christian 
Democratic Party (SKD). 
saw its support decline to 
9.53 per cent from 14.5 in 
the previous poll while two 
right wing parties saw’ a 
surge in support. 

B'oth have misgivings 
about Mr. Drovsek's drive 


for speedy membership in 
both the European Union 
and NATO. Mr. Dmovsek 
would like Slovenia — an 
associate member of the EU 
since June this year — to be 
in the first wave of coun- 
tries to be admitted to the 


two organizations. 

The conservative ponies, 
the Centre-Right Popular 
Party (SLS) and the Social 
Democratic Party (SDS). 
believe Slovenian agricul- 
ture and its steel industry 
are not ready for member- 
ship. 

The SLS came second 
with 19.4S per cent of the 
vote on a campaign aimed 
at rural voters who are con- 
cerned over the increased 
competition they fear would 
follow on from joining the 
1 5-member European 

Union. 

The SDS came in third 
with 16.12 per cent on an 
appeal to those voters who 
have suffered during the 
country's transition to a 
market economy. 

“For Dmovsek. the ideal 


would probably be an LDS- 
SLS-SDK coalition" which 
would have 53 seals in the 
90 seat parliament, the 
Independent Delo. the coun- 
try's main newspaper, wrote 
Monday. 

However, the paper said 
the prime minister might be 
forced to include SDS 
leader Janez Jansa. A former 
defence minister. Mr. Jansa 
is likely to be more danger- 
ous in opposition, the paper 
said. 

Mr. Jansa. defence minis- 
ter during 10 days of hostil- 
ities that followed 
Slovenia's 1991 declaration 
of independence from 
Yugoslavia, appears to have 
abandoned his own plans to 
form a coalition with the 
SLS and the SKD. 

Relations • between the 
leaders of the three parties 
are nororouslv bad and they 
were unable ro form an 
electoral alliance before the 
polls for this reason. 

Slovenia's complex pro- 
portional voting system 
makes it impossible for any 


party to win an absolute 
majority and coalition gov- 
ernments are inevitable. 

President Milan Kucan. a 
former Communist, is 
bound by the constitution to 
ask Dmovsek to form a new 
government. If Dmovsek 
fails, he can then ask some- 
one else. 

There was no official fig- 
ure for turnout in Sunday’s 
poll, but it appeared to be 
about 70 per cent — 15 
points less than for the last 
legislative polls in 1992. 

Only two of the 19 small 
parties contesting the elec- 
tion appeared likely to pass 
the threshold to enter the 
90-seat national assembly. 
They are the the leftwing 
Democratic Pensioners' 
Party < DESUS) which had 
4.31 per cent and the 
extreme-right SNS National 
Party which had 3.22 per 
cent. 

Traditionally, two seats 
are also reserved for the 
Hungarian and Italian 
minorities in the northeast 
and west respectively. 


Explosions damage 
Muslim homes in 
Serb-controlled area 


TUZLA. Bosnia- 

Herzegovina (Agencies) — 
Explosions leveled or badly 
damaged nine Muslim 
houses in a Serb-controlled 
area of a demilitarised zone 
near where U.S. troops 
were patrolling, police and 
aid officials said Sunday. 

The incident, one of the 
worst since NATO-led 
troops arrived II months 
ago to separate Bosnia's 
warring sides and enforce 
peace, highlighted simmer- 
ing tensions m areas where 
refugees want to return to 
their homes in areas con- 
trolled by rival factions. 

The explosions occurred 
just after 1 1 p.m. Saturday 
in the villages of Brod and 
Omerbegovaca near the 
town of Broker said Andrea 
Angdi. spokesman for the 
international police force in 
northeastern Bosnia. 

Ten U.S. soldiers with the 
NATO-led peace force, 
patrolling Brod on foot 
accompanied by a brad ley 
fighting vehicle, were with- 
in 1 5 metres of one of ihe 
houses when it exploded, 
said Randolph Ryan, an 
official with the U.N. High 
Commissioner for 

Refugees, who observed the 
incident. The gunner on the 
vehicle was nicked by a 
piece of flying brick. Ryan 
said. 


Mladic's military staiT 
defy president's decision 


Meanwhile in Belgrade. 
Ratko Mladic’s military 
staff, fired over the week- 
end along with the Bosnian 
Serb general, said Mondav 


it was still in charge of the 
military under his com- 
mand. 

Their defiant move was 
announced in a statement 
carried by the Yugoslav 
newspaper Blic. 

’The military staff (of 
Mladic.) totally commands 
the army and exercises 
absolute control over its 
units, from the largest to the 
smallest." the statement 
said. 

Blic said die statement 
was passed on by telephone 
by ‘‘officials of the army 
staff’ fired Saturday by the 
president of the Bosnian 
Serb entity. Biljuna Plavsic. 

These officials said the 
new staff installed by Ms. 
Plavsic was "parallel" to 
their own. 

They said their dismissal 
hurt the Serb people and 
amounted to “a dangerous 
attempt to break up the 
army." 

Gen. Mladic has been 
indicted on war crimes 
charges along with former 
Serb political leader 
Radovan Karadzic. 

Mr. Plavsic move against 
Gen. Mladic heralded a 
long-anticipated dean-out 
of chiefs-of-slaJf designed 
to placate the international 
community with a major 
review of the D avion peace 
process days away. Foreign 
ministers from the major 
powers involved in the 
Bosnian conflict meet in 
Paris Thursday to examine 
the former warring fac- 
tions' level of compliance 
with the year-old peace 
agreement. 


Armenian leader 


sworn into office 


amid controversy 


YEREVAN (R> — 

Arihenian President Levon 
Ter- Petrosyan was sworn 
into office for another five 
years Monday, just two days 
before his disputed victory is 
to be rev iewed by the consti- 
tutional court. 

Mr. Ter- Petrosyan, hand 
resting on a Bible lying on 
top of a copy of the constitu- 
tion. took the oath of office 
in a 15-minute ceremony in 
parliament. 

Foreign .diplomats looked 
on. but opposition deputies 
in parliumenr boycotted the 
ceremony. 

"I pledge to be a guarantor 
of the independence, territo- 
rial integrity, and safety of 
Armenia." said the 51 -year 
old academic, before being 
blessed by Garegin I. head 
of the Armenian church. 

"I pledge to raise the moral 
spirit of the nation and to 
uphold democratic princi- 
ples." 

The central electoral com- 
mission says he beat 
Challenger Vazgen 

Manukyan in the Sept. 22 
vote by 51.S to 41.3 per 
cent, just clearing a 50 per 
cent hurdle to vvin in one 
round. 

But foreign observers 
noted irregularities by Mr. 
Ter- Petrosyan’s supporters 
and the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation in 
Europe (OSCE) says they 
could have been serious 
enough to call his victorv 


several political parties after 
demonstrations by Mr. 
Manukyan's backers turned 
violent.’ 

The opposition was 
protesting at the alleged 
vote-rigging. 

The constitutional court 
will begin hearing a protest 
by Mr. Manukyan 
Wednesday , who says he can 
prove the election results 
were falsified. 

The 50-year old physicist, 
"who feared arrest and spent 
several weeks in hiding, crit- 
icised Mr. Ter- Petrosyan for 
taking the oath just two days 
before the hearing starts and 
said he should temporarily 
resign while it is heard. 

"This is not a violation of 
the law, but it is a violation 
of ethical principles. It is 
against unwritten laws. He 
should leave office while the 
constitutional court is hear- 
ing the case." he said in a 


into question. 

After the poll Mr. Ter- 
Petrosyan. a Soviet-era dis- 
sident. senr tanks into the 
streets, rounded up dozens 
of opponents, and closed 


statement. 

Mr. Ter- Petrosyan looked 
grave and seemed to have 
Tost weight as he formally 
began a new term at the 
helm of his small former 
Soviet republic which is 
embroiled in conflict with 
neighbouring Azerbaijan 
over the territory of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. 

77ie court, which could in 
theory annul Mr. Tcr- 
Petrosyan's victory, has until 
Nov. 24 to make a decision. 

But observers said the fact 
that all the court's judges 
were appointed either by Mr. 
Ter- Petrosyan or by parlia- 
ment. which is overwhelm- 
ingly dominated by his 
political bloc, makes that 
possibility less likely. 
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Bhutto to take fight to court 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Pakistan's ousted Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto 
said Monday she will lodge 
an appeal with the supreme 
court in the next two days 
asking that she be restored 
to power. 

Ms. Bhutto told Reuters 
television in an interview 
that she considered her 
sacking last week by 
President Farooq Leghari to 
be “a constitutional coup, a 
presidential coup and on act 
against democracy.*’ 

“I consider it to be ille- 
gal." she said, speaking at 
the prime minister's spa- 
cious official residence, 
which she said she would 
vacate Tuesday. 

“I shall go to the supreme 
court of Pakistan and ) hope 
the supreme court will 
restore the national assem- 
bly.” 

Ms. Bhutto said she 
planned to hold a meeting 
with lawyers Monday. “I 
hope we can wrap it (the 
appeal) up. If we do, it will 
be filed tomorrow. 
Otherwise, the latest by the 
day after.” 

She said the legal petition 
would state that the allega- 
tions which Leghari lev- 
elled against her govern- 
ment were false, and that 
the ostensible aim of the 
presidential order — to hold 
free, fair and impartial elec- 
tions — was also false. 

Mr. Leghari's order dis- 
missing Ms. Bhutto’s gov- 
ernment cited corruption, 
mismanagement and extra- 
judicial killings among 
other accusations which he 
said had virtually paralysed 
the government. 

Ms. Bhutto, wearing a 
bright purple silk “shalwar 
kameez” and a beige head 
scarf, said she felt betrayed 
by Mr. Leghari, who once 
served in her cabinet and 
was handpicked by her to 
become president in 1993. 
She said he should step 
down. 

“The president... should 
have first asked the prime 
minister for a vote of confi- 
dence.” she said, claiming 


Benazir Bhutto 


she had been a victim of a 


smear campaign. 

Ms. Bhutto, 43. said she 
was confident the supreme 
court would rule as it did in 
1993 when it overturned a 
presidential order sacking 
former Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif. Mr. Sharif 
was restored to power but 
later resigned under pres- 
sure. 

Ms. Bhutto’s legal chal- 
lenge would be one of sev- 
eral which are expected to 
shift Pakistan’s political cri- 
sis to the courts. 

Interim Prime Minister 
Meraj Khaiid told reporters 
Sunday that his government 
was drawing up charges 
against Ms. Bhutto and her 
husband. Asif Ali Zanlari. 
Asked if they would include 
criminal charges, he said: 
“All kinds of charges." 

Mr. Khaiid. who is a 
member of Ms. Bhutto’s 
Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) but distanced himself 
from her some time ago, did 
not spell out the charges but 


said they were expected this 
week. 

He acknowledged they 
could include the alleged 
breach of human rights in 
Karachi, where some 375 
people have been killed this 
year in ethnic and political 
strife. 

The 43-vear-old Bhutto is 


no stranger to courtroom 
battles. She was sacked in 
1990 after 20 months in 
power and indicted on eight 
counts of abuse of power. 

But courts cleared her of 
the charges, one by one. and 
she staged a comeback, 
winning re-election in 1993. 

Ms. Bhutto's dismissal 
last week stirred no big 
protesLs or violence. Only 
small numbers of soldiers 
were deployed on the day 
she was removed from 
power, and they quickly 
relumed to barracks. 

Many citizens expressed 
relief her government had 
been sacked, citing inflation 
and widespread reports of 
corruption. 


Burma says weekend attacks 
on Suu Kyi ‘act of sabotage’ 


RANGOON (R) — A senior 
Burmese government offi- 
cial said Monday weekend 
attacks on democracy leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi were acts 
of sabotage from which the 
government had nothing to 
gain. "We have launched an 
inquiry into Ihe incident. We 
don't have an answer yet." 
the government official told 
Reuters in an interview. 
“There are lots of accusa- 
tions out there.” 

On Saturday. Ms. Suu 
Kyi ’s motorcade was 

attacked twice by u crowd of 
people pelting the vehicles 
with stones, diplomats and 
witnesses said. 

Ms. Suu Kyi. who 

emerged uninjured from the 
attacks which smashed her 
car windshield and windows 
of other vehicles in the 
motorcades, blamed the mil- 
itary government for orches- 


trating the attack. ‘The 
whole thing was carefully 
orchestrated by the authori- 
ties. What kind of govern- 
ment is it that allows such 
hooliganism?” Ms. Suu Kyi 
said after (he attacks. 

But the official suggested 
the government had nothing 
to gain from such an attack. 

He said the attack came 
juM as the secretary-general 
of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) was leaving after 
a week- long visit to assess 
Burma’s readiness to join the 
seven-nation regional group. 
It was also on the eve of a 
visit by U.S. Senator John 
McCain, who met on 
Sunday with senior officials 
in the ruling State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC) and Ms. Suu Kyi 
and her National League for 
Democracy (NLD) party. 


"Everything was going so 
smoothly and then this thing 
happened.*' the official sakh 
He noted that the United 
States recently passed a bill 
granting the president 
authority to impose econom- 
ic sanctions on Burma if Ms. 
Suu Kyi was harmed or if 
the SLORC was seen as seri- 
ously increasing its suppres- 
sion of the democracy 


movement. 

“Who has been calling for 
sanctions?” he asked. 

Ms. Suu Kyi has said she 
supports economic sanctions 
against Burma, and has also 
urged business people not to 
invest in Burma until the 
human rights and democracy 
situation improves. 

“I would not say it's defi- 
nitely the NLD side, but 
somebody out there commit- 
ted an act of sabotage." the 
official said. 



MISS WORLD BEAUTY CONTESTANTS: Eighty nine of the World's most beautiful women head to the beach in the Indian Ocean Seychelles 
island of Mahe last week, where they were to be judged in the swimsuit portion of the pugent. The w omen were flown to the Seychelles from the 
Indian city of Bangalore for the swimsuit portion of the pa gent after protests against the event in the host city (Reuters photo) 


Mandela denies having 
chosen successor 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Nelson 
Mandela, who on Monday 
celebrated the half-way 
point in his five-year term, 
has denied designating 
Deputy President Thabo 
Mbcki his successor, sav- 
ing that only the African 
National Congress (ANC) 
can name a new leader. 

“The president inis no 
right to choose a successor 
and I never did so. When 
the president of the ANC 
steps down, the national 
executive committee or 
congress will elect a suc- 
cessor” lie sitid in a long 
interview with the daily 
Sowctan. 

He added however that 
he would support Mr. 
Mbcki if he were elected, 
describing him as a compe- 
tent politician who 
deserved the position. 

Mr. Mandela, 78. con- 
firmed that he would not 
seek a second term when 
his presidency runs out in 


19«9. saying that it would 
be "time to give way to 
younger men with fresh 
ideas. 

"I don l want the country 
to be led by an octogenari- 
an." he added. 

Mr. Mandela has suffered 
from health problems this 
year and Mr. Mbcki has 
taken on added responsibil- 
ities as a result. 

"The task of running ihe 
day-to-day affairs of gov- 
ernment (is) devolving to 
him in his capacity as 
deputy president to which 
he was elected by the 
organisation." M r 
Mandela said. 

The president denied run- 
ning the ANC “with an iron 
hand" saying that a leader 
"must rely nn the power of 
persuasion and have the 
confidence to know that 
differences inside an 
organisation are healthv 
things.” 


Angry spirits seek 
revenge against 
fmelda Marcos 




MANILA (R) — 7^ 
ghosts who dwell near the 
site of this year's annual 
APEC ministerial meeting 

are angry, very angrv 
indeed, and they won’t 
revenge. “They really want e _ 

justice from the family of 1 

the Marcoses. They are the ; •'L* >,lf ^ ‘ 
ones who killed them,’’ * ■ \lifld-0 ^ 
Jocelyn Buenafe, a univer- ttjuon* 

sity lecturer and real-life ll> 

Filipino 
Reuters 


iLy icnuici cuiu rcaj-Jue 9 ii-yi . 
: i!ipino ghostbuster, told ‘‘rfpaitfc'T 1 * 1100 
teuters. Buenafe and some for ea> iem 


40 other members ~bf a 
group who call themselves 
“Questors" held a seance 
recently in the deserted for- 
mer film centre to contact 
the spirits of workers killed 
there in an accident in 1981. 
A still undetermined num- 
ber of workers died when a 
scaffolding 
down on 
while work was on to com- 
plete the building in time 
for an international film fes- 
tival. a pet project of then 
first ladv I me Ida Marcos. 
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ued. The building was fin- 
ished on schedule. The 
complex also includes the 
Philippine International - , T_ lin ] force" to 
Convention Centre, where -?J , k ihe 
foreign ministers of the -7®. effeai -.e!v 
A sia-P acific ^Economic ^ |L , die 

iadCommuniry ^ 


meet on Nov. 22 and 23. 

Chinese media 
attacks drinking 
competition 


regional m:- 


issdapiry that -a hen 
jOHDinr 4 lure 

to fulfil 
3jWsiMiuf> -ind take 

BEIJING (AFP) - China's ^ ^ ^ 
official media slammed - ( o 

Monday a recent drinking 
compeuuon in the northern * ; 

province of Hebei lh.1 * ^ 
attracted 

thousand people. 
lovers and bystanders had -“-=^1 7 ' 

crammed into a rowdy bar ^ ^ 
in Hcbi citv °° r ^ ar ihS* ^ Inrtw s 
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Chinese drinking game of 'aarfauntemiiional 
“finger guessing" — widely Nthe n?tueee>. &%- 
(joyed -by - Chinese 
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punishment. 

Prizes were given to 60 
people who won the prelim- 
inary contest and the top 
ihree winners were present- 
ed with the titles of “finger 
masters” and 
"They conducted 
ridiculous act after another, 
angering local residents.” . )(R . 

Guangniing daily said in a ' c ’kcure 
report on the event. “Sudi" T ha* 

an absurd event goes overtone* 

against the construction of • number of 
socialist spiritual civilisa- ^7 that a 
lion.” the newspaper said. ! “J **ter now j n 
which also quoted several donations to 

elderly communist party * nation's ke> 
cadres who watched ihe^ 
contests. “Drinking and fin- could be u.n 
ger games are bod habits^?*® for 
left over from the old sud- 1^'Hashimoio's 
ety." one cadre said. Some government 
also pointed out that finger '“la* week 
guessing — which involves ^ unidentified 
red-faced drinkers shouting news a Sen 

and gesticulating at each ^ thy 3 


other — was banned in pub- w/ kl r ‘ 
lie places. The winery had ': r ®dnceii^,_.; Us 1 
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Duchess’s 
perfume deal 
falls through 
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LONDON (R) — Effort 1 - by events 

Britain's disgraced Duches" % $ ^ aiw] Vjfe 
of York to solve her finan- 0, . 1 w ho]$, a j er 
cial woes with a perfume ? ^ted he, 
deal have fallen through, a he evad. 

spokeswoman for cosmetics ^ Vi 
giant Revlon said. The n 
duchess, popularly known \ . ,. V1 v 

as Fergic after her maiden - s ^ 
name Sarah Ferguson, had ^^‘tded h- ' n 




, - . ‘‘i 

hoped to make £6 million 

(Sift million) from the deal „ ^ . Ifi 


to wipe out her highly pub- 
licised debts, the Sunday ^ 


People newspaper reported, - 


But Revlon 


spokeswoman 


y of 
and 


Nancy Risdon said the plan -,v 
never got off the ground. "A 'll. n ^ 

mutual acquaintance got the * ^ ary ‘ 
duchess in contact with ^ ^ dcc],f?i ern - 


ofilee 


Revlon.” she told Reuters m £ 
a telephone interview- 
"They met and talked but 
could not find a basts on 
which to proceed. By tflJW* . . 
al agreement both !r. 

decided not to go furttef- 
According to the Sunday 
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setition 


ADDIS ABABA (Rl — 
Ethiopian Prime Minister 
Metes Zenawi Monday lam- 
tasted the United Nations for 
calling on African states to 
meet the cost of participation 
in any peace force for eastern 
Zaire. 

With .refugees now feared to 
be dying in their thousands, 
Metes said the U.N. demand 
risked causing further delays. 

“The U.N. Security Council 
decision that the cost of the 
operation of (the neutral force 
to Zaire) should be borne by 
the participating countries ... 
Would naturally make it diffi- 
cult for African countries to 
take part in this effort,’' Meles 
said. He was addressing the 
opening session of the conflict 
prevention committee of the 
Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU), itself criticised for 
failing to come up with any 
■meaningful response to the 
humanitarian crisis in Central 
Africa. 

Last week, a summit of 
regional leaders in Nairobi 
called for a “neutral force” to 
be set up and funded by the 
Security Council, effectively 
‘ handing back the issue to the 
faterontiooal Community after 
calls for a regional ini- 
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It is indeed a pity that when 
African countries have shown 
a clear disposition to fulfil 
their responsibilities and take 
the lead on matters affecting 
. them directly, they are being 
denied an effective means to 
do this by the International 
Community,” Meles added 
Some 1-2 million Hutu 
refugees have fled their camps 
because of fighting between 
Tutsi rebels and the Zairean 
army. The United States 
denied Monday it was block- 
ing creation of an international 
. force to aid the refugees, say- 



A Zairean refugee family who just crossed into Rwanda from Zaire wait for a UNHCR truck to take them to tran- 
sit camp near the village of Mutura Monday. About 300 refugees crossed the border Sunday morning (Reuters 
photo) 


ing it had still seen no coherent 
plan Tot assembling one. 

Several ideas are on the 
table, but only France has 
launched a diplomatic cam- 
paign to uy to secure interna- 
tional hacking and Paris's 
motives are deeply distrusted 
by Rwanda, which supports 
the Tutsi rebellion. 

Meles said he also opposed a 
20-day period proposed by 


U.N. Secretary-General 
Boutros Ghali to send troops 
to the region. 

He reiterated . Ethiopia's 
commitment to send troops to 
the proposed force “provided 
that principles outlined in the 
statement by the Nairobi sum- 
mit are adhered to and provid- 
ed that all the ground rules for 
the deployment of the neutral 
force are worked out by the 


Security Council.” 

Among the OAU's 54 states 
only Ethiopia and Mali have 
so far pledged to send troops. 

Underlining the reluctance 
of countries to become 
involved, only nine foreign 
ministers of foe 17 member 
states of the OAU's conflict 
committee attended the one- 
day session in the Ethiopian 
capita] Addis Ababa. 


East African peace mediator 
Julius Nyerere asked South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela Saturday to con- 
tribute to a Zaire peace force 
but Mr. Mandela said he need- 
ed more information. 

But Mr. Mandela said he 
needed specific details and 
said he was still “in the dark” 
about the situation on die 
ground. 


Media links Japan 
lawmakers to 
arrested oil trader 
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TOKYO (R) — An obscure 
Japanese tax evasion case has 
Taken on political overtones 
.with a growing number of 
sews reports saying that a 
Japanese oil dealer now in 
cuflody made donations to 
some of foe nation's key 
politicians. 

The revelations could be an 
embarrassment for Prime 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto's 
new minority government 
formed only last week. 

Quoting unidentified 
sources, Kyodo news agency 
said Monday that a “power- 
ful” incumbent lower house 
1 legislator had received several 
million Yen (tens of thousands 
of US. dollars) from million- 
aire oQ wholesaler Junichi 
lzui. 

The politician, whose name 
was withheld, did not report 
Kbe donation in his tax return 
ias required, Kyodo said. 

■ Japanese newspapers have 
also reported that Mr Lzui had 
ties to political figures, mak- 
ing donations and purchasing 
tickets to fund-raising events. 

Mr lzui, owner and sole 
employee of oil wholesaler 
lzui Oil Co, was arrested last 
Thursday cm charges he evad- 
ed 310 million Yen ($2.80 
uulGon) in taxes. 

Mr lzui handed over to the 
authorities a notebook in 
which he had recorded ban- 
quet dates and the names of 16 
! politicians, Kyodo said. Also 
. written in the notebook were 
' foe nanvs of “many” bureau- 
crats from ministries includ- 
ing foe powerful Ministry of 
International Trade and 
Industry (MTIT), it said 

Investigators and govern- 
ment officials declined to 
comment on the report and 
calls to Mr. Izui’s office in 
Osaka wart unanswered 
.The scandal involves a 
of complicated deals 
iving Me lzui and oil 
Mitsubishi Chi Co 
kd5004.t and Mitsui Mining 
Col501.T. 

In a separate report at foe 
■ weekend, Kyodo quoted com- 
pany sources as saying that 
when Mr lzui proposed a deal 
fo-Mitsui Muting last year; he 


mentioned foe names of sev- 
eral officials at MITI and the 
natural resources and energy 
agency. 

Kyodo says foe Osaka oil 
dealer wined and dined Mm 
officials and made legal polit- 
ical donations to at least five 
lawmakers, including Taku 
Yamasaki, the policy chief of 
foe ruling Liberal Democratic 
Parly (LDP). 

In* a news conference 
Thursday after foe first meet- 
ing of Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto’s new cabinet, 
new Finance Minister Hiroshi 
Mitsuzuka said he met Mr. 
lzui two or three times at 
fund-raising parties. 

“1 believe 1 have not done 
anything illegal” he said. 

LDP Secretary-General 
Koichi Kato also said he met 
Mr. lzui at a private function a 
few years ago. Mr. lzui bought 
200,000 Yen (51,800) worth 
of fimd-raising part}' tickets, 
Kyodo said. But Kato denied 
haiing any specific relation- 
ship with him. Kyodo said. 

Japan has been rocked by a 
series of scandals and contro- 
versies involving overly cosy 
or improper links between 
government officials and busi- 
nessmen. 

In one such case last year, 
then Finance Minister 
Masayoshi Takemura docked 
his own pay over a scandal 
involving a senior ministry 
official taking improper gift> 
from business contacts. 

One of foe biggest political 
scandals of recent years was 
the 1980s recruit stocks-for- 
fovours affair that was seen as 
a symbol of the excesses of 
foe nation's “bubble econo- 
my” era of inflated land and 
share prices. Many of Japan’s 
senior politicians, bureaucrats 
and business executives were 
believed to have received 
shares of Tokyo-based job 
information company recruit 
cosmos before the stock was 
listed and its price jumped. 
The scandal caused a bitter 
political furore that led to foe 
downfall of Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshira in June 
1989. 


KBmer Rouge hardliners 
deny death of hostage-taker 


PHNOM PENH (R) — 
Khmer Rouge hardliners said 
Monday a guerrilla comman- 
der believed to have ordered 
the killing of three western 
backpackers in southern 
Cambodia two years ago was 
alive and had not been mur- 
dered by his own men. 

Khmer Rouge radio, in a 
broadcast monitored in Phnom 
Penh Monday, denied reports 
that Nuon Pact had been killed 
by his troops last month in foe 
coastal province of KampoL 
“General Raei is still alive and 
a brave hero who has done 
everything well for foe democ- 
ratic Kampuchea (Khmer 
Rouge) in Kampot province,” 
said the radio, which is con- 
trolled by hardliners loyal to 


Pol Pol 

It said Nuon Pact, who is 
believed to have ordered the 
killing of hostages Mark Slater 
of Britain. David Wilson of 
Australia and Jean-Micbel 
Braquet of France, was stDl in 
Kampot and regularly reported 
to foe guerrillas’ general staff 
in ihe northern base of Anlong 
Veng. 

His men of foe Kam pot- 
based division 405 captured 
foe three tourists from a train 
in July 1994. Many of his 
fighters defected to the gov- 
ernment but Nuon Paet 
escaped a government dragnet 
shortly before the bodies of the 
three were foundin November 
that year. Former colleagues of 
Nuon Paet reportedly said at a 


weekend ceremony marking 
foe defection of guerrillas to 
the government that the gener- 
al had been killed in a shoot- 
out with his bodyguards. 

The British, French and 
Australian governments have 
insisted that he be punished 
and have reiterated this 
demand in light of a major 
split in the Khmer Rouge since 
August which has seen thou- 
sands of guerrillas join the 
government Keo Pong, a 
Khmer Rouge defector who 
has led negotiations with many 
of the guerrillas, last week toki 
Reuters that Nuon Paet was 
seriously ill but had sent 300 
fighters and their families to 
join the government. His own 
plans were unknown. 


Mexico ruling party sees 
‘clear recovery’ at polls 


TOLUCA, Mexico (R) — north, east and west 


Mexico’s long-ruling 

Institutional Revolutionary 
Party (PRI) said early Monday 
that partial election results in 
three states showed it had 
made a dear comeback after 
its worst-ever defeats in 1995. 

PRI party President 
Santiago Onate claimed victo- 
ry in elections to the state leg- 
islatures of Coahufia and the 
central state of Mexico. 

Gting his own party’s fig- 
ures, he said in a television 
interview that municipal races 
in Coahuila, Mexico and 
Hidalgo states were also going 
mostly in the ruling party’s 
favour. 

Early official figures from 
Sunday’s voting showed 
though that the PRI faced 
some onceninfoinkable 
municipal losses, mostly to the 
Conservative National Action 
Party (PAN), and that some 
tight races remained to be 
decided. 

“The fundamentally inter- 
esting thing here is that foe 
PRI is ending this year with 
numbers that show a clear 
improvement compared to 
what we got in 1995, there is a 
recovery' in the overall fig- 
ures,” Mr. Onate said. 

Opposition leaders begged 
to differ, though, remaining 
hopeful of snatching some 
important prizes from foe 
PRTs once iron grip, including 
several major municipalities 
in the state of Mexico, foe 
heartland of the old Aztec 
Empire, which straggles 
around Mexico city to die 


Horae to 11.7 million peo- 
ple. foe state is the country's 
roost populous and home to 
much of its industry. 

Preliminary official figures 
from the state of Mexico, with 
about 10 per cent of the 
municipal votes counted, 
showed foe PRI with about 37 
per cent of valid votes com- 
pared to about 33 per cent for 
foe PAN and 17 per cent for 
foe leftist party of foe 
Democratic Revolution 
(PRD). 

Despite Mr. Onale’s claim 
of improved performance over 
last year, those figures would 
still suggest a sharply lower 
haul of votes for the PRI than 
has traditionally been foe case. 

The PRI has ruled Mexico’s 
federal government without a 
break for 67 years and until 
recently opposition parties 
barely had any representation 
at all in town halls, state gov- 
ernorships or congress. 

Of foe five main municipali- 
ties in foe state, Mr. Onate said 
foe PRI had won in the capital 
Toluca and in foe municipality 
of Ecarepec, while he said 
Naucalpan, Nezahualcoyoil 
and lialnepantla were too 
close to call. 

However, preliminary offi- 
cial figures with 5.1 per cent 
of foe vote counted showed 
foe PAN with 53_2 per cent of 
die vote in the state's third- 
biggest municipality of 
Naucalpan, compared to just 
273 per cent for foe PRI. 

In the huge Mexico City 
suburb of Nezahualcoyotl, the 


PRI was a sliver ahead of the 
PRD with just 3 per cent of foe 
vote counted, foe official fig- 
ures showed. 

'If we can win 
Nezahualcoyotl, we have a 
basis for thinking we can win 
Mexico City next year,” PRD 
President Andres Munoz Ledo 
told reporters, adding that his 
parry's overall vote had picked 
up in mostly rural areas. 

All three parties were treat- 
ing the elections as a dry run 
for key midterm congressional 
votes next July — a date 
which will also see Lhe first- 
ever election of a mayor of 
Mexico City. Hitherto the post 
was held by presidential 
appointees. 

Sunday's elections had been 
expected to give a clearer pic- 
ture of to whai extent 
President Ernesto Zedillo's 
PRI can maintain its long grip 
on power. 

In 1995, as the country' fell 
into deep economic recession 
following the December 1994 
peso crash, foe PRI lost sever- 
al state governorships and 
major town halls to foe PAN in 
its worst year ever at the 
polling booth. 

In Coahuila, the PAN 
looked close to winning the 
state capital Saltillo and foe 
cities of Monclova and 
Torreon, according to partial 
official results. 

All three main parties 
reported no major incident, 
although foe PAN and PRD 
alleged ruling party' members 
had offered money for votes in 
parts of foe state of Mexico. 


Sri Lanka navy 
sinks Tiger flotilla 


COLOMBO (AFP) — 
Navy gun boats attacked a 
flotilla of rebel boats off Sri 
Lanka’s northern^ coast 
Monday, destroying four 
craft and killing an unspec- 
ified number of rebels, the 
defence ministry said. 

The navy detected the 
boats of the Liberation 
T igers Of Tamil Eelam 
(LTTE) outside the military 
port of Kankesanthurai and 
it is believed that the rebels 
were trying to attack the 
facility, the ministry said. 

“One of the Tiger boats 
exploded after being hit by 
navy gun fire,” the ministry 
spokesman said. “We 
believe it was carrying sui- 
cide cadres who were trying 
to break into foe port.” 

Two navy fast attack craft 
were damaged during foe 
pre-dawn confrontation 
while four sailors were 
injured in foe mid-sea fire 
fight, the spokesman said. 

The action came as secu- 
rity forces remained on red 
alert for a possible escala- 
tion of Tiger attacks to 


mark the 42nd birthday of 
the rebel supremo this 
month, officials said. 

Troops and police, partic- 
ularly in the island’s north- 
ern and eastern regions 
have been asked to be on 
maximum vigilance to pre- 
vent spec tacular raids by 
the Lite, officials said. 

‘Tigers have staged heavy 
attacks during foe month of 
November because they 
celebrate a ‘hero’s week’ to 
coincide with (Velupillai) 
Prabhakaran’s birthday on 
the 26th,” a military official 
said. 

He said more than 70 
troopers were killed in foe 
island's east during last 
November and security 
forces were taking precau- 
tions against major attacks 
from the Tigers this year. 

Tgers are leading a pro- 
tracted campaign for inde- 
pendence in foe island's 
northern and eastern 
regions where foe two mil- 
lion Tamil minority is con- 
centrated. 


Keating bemoans 
Australia’s race debate 


SYDNEY (R) — Former 
■ Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating said Monday 
the race debate which has 
engulfed foe nation was dan- 
gerously divisive and an 
issue best solved by the coun- 
try becoming a republic. 

“[ think foe pity is that at 
this mature stage of our 
national life we are still argu- 
ing about foe most basic 
issues of our identity.” Mr. 
Keating said in a speech to 
the University of New South 
Wales. 

■That is one of foe many 
reasons why 1 am utterly con- 
vincefl foal we should be a 
republic” said Mr. Keating, 
who as prime minister want- 
ed Australia to become a 
republic by 2001. 

Mr. Keating said the race 
debate, sparked by indepen- 
dent politican Pauline 
Hanson in September when 
she said Australia was being 
swamped by Asians, was 
‘/dangerously divisive”. 

He said the race debate 
reflected concerns in 
Australia about foe end of 
fell-employment and insecu- 
rity about the future. 

Australia could resolve its 
national identity if its govern- 
ment and national symbols 
better reflected its indepen- 


dent, multi-cultural society, 
Mr. Keating said. 

Britain’s Queen Elizabeth, 
who is head-of- state of 
Australia and 15 other United 
Nations countries, could no 
longer represent such a cul- 
turally diverse country as 
Australia, he said. 

"This is much more than 
shallow symbolism,” Mr. 
Keating said 

“Those who still argue that 
our continuing links with foe 
British monarchy do not 
handicap our international 
efforts...simply do not under- 
stand foe stakes we are play- 
ing for.” he said 

“An Australian head-of- 
state can embody and repre- 
sent our values and traditions, 
our experience and contem- 
porary aspirations, our cultur- 
al diversity and social com- 
plexity in a way that a British 
monarch...cun no longer ade- 
quately hope to do,” he said. 
Mr. Keating said Ms. 
Hanson's attacks on Asians 
and aborigines were “one of 
the saddest developments” in 
recent Australian history. 

Asians moke up about 4.7 
per cent of Australia’s 1 8 mil- 
lion population and one third 
of the 100,000 immigrants 
each year. 


Papua New Guinea police arrest 
more than 120 during curfew 


PORT MORESBY (AFP) — 
More than 120 people have 
been arrested in foe capital of 
Papua New Guinea cm foe 
first weekend of a night cur- 
few that police hope mil help 
them round up armed gangs 
and stop a rise in murders. 

“We've run three raids in 
Port Moresby so far and a 
number of murder and rob- 
bery suspects have been 
arrested," a police spokesman 
said. Four murders were 
recorded nationwide at the 
weekend. 

Although murder rates wore 
foe lowest for three years (443 
this year compared to more 
than 600 in both 1995 and 
1996), the government 
imposed the curfew last week 
in response to a sudden 
increase in murders including 
the revenge killing of four 
teenage boys. 

Crime in the urban centres 
of Papua New Guinea has 
been blamed on high unem- 
ployment, urban drift, poverty 
and the breakdown of tradi- 
tional village life. 

Residents already protected 
by razor wire and guard dogs 
in the major towns of Port 
Moresby, Lae and Mount 
Hagen have expressed mixed 
reactions to the 9 p.m. to 5 


aan. curfew. 

Some say it has had little 
effect on their lifestyle as 
many people are too afraid to 
drive around at night anyway. 

“1 am always very careful 
already about where I go and 
what I carry with me,” said 
one long term resident who 
requested anonymity. 

“The curfew won’t really 
change that, it just means I’ll 
be sleeping better at nigbL” 

Police say more than 6,000 
people have applied for pass- 
es to allow them to move 
around at night Restaurants 
and nightclubs are now open- 
ing for business in the after- 
noons in an effort to keep pre- 
Christmas business brisk. 

Port Moresby chamber of 
commerce President Minson 
Peni told AFP the initial 
impact has hit some hotel 
night shift employees who 
have been temporarily sus- 
pended. 

Peni said foe businesses 
supported proposals to repa- 
triate foe urban unemployed 
to their home villages, for 
police to have greater power 
to control people's movement 
with the use of ID cards. 

“Since independence in 
1975 we have not really 
thought about how to absorb 


the people leaving school or 
how to make better use of our 
land,” he said. 

Port Moresby police 
Commander Philip Taku said 
police will target tribal groups 
who have settled in more than 
80 illegal squatter settlements 
in foe capital which has a 
population of 400.000. 

But funding for the opera- 
tion, two million kena ($13 
million ) will barely cover 
overtime payments, police 
sources say, adding that busi- 
nesses have offered their sup- 
port and were delivering 
boxes of biscuits and tinned 
meat for curfew staff. 

Some observers are pes- 
simistic. “The curfew is a 
waste of money” said indi- 
vidual and community rights 
advocate forum director 
Powes Parkop. “It won’t stop 
crime or put an end to vio- 
lence. I think for the govern- 
ment, perhaps a curfew is the 
only thing they can do to 
show they can respond to the 
public’s concern.” Reflecting 
chat concern, a mass rally and 
march to parliament house is 
planned for Wednesday to 
protest against the spread of 
inrer-ethnic violence in foe 
capital. 


Zambian 
students 
riot over 
electoral 

•i* 

impasse 

LUSAKA (R) — Zambian 
police used teargas and 
batons to disperse scores of 
rioting students at the 
country's largest university 
Monday, witnesses said. 

A student leader was 
arrested and several others 
were slightly injured as 
police moved in to block a 
planned march to the presi- 
dential residence by stu- 
dents dissatisfied with 
plans for general elections 
scheduled for Nov. 1 8. 

The students had intend- 
ed to call on President 
Frederick Chiluba to 
reopen dialogue with the 
opposition, and possibly 
suspend foe polls until all 
political parties reached 
consensus on foe rules to 
govern the elections. 

The riot was the second 
in three days on the 
University of Zambia cam- 
pus. On Saturday, 17 
British Airways crew 
members were injured, 
some seriously, when riot- 
ing students attacked their 
bus with stones. 

Four of the injured had to 
be flown to South Africa 
for specialist treatment. 
Police said the cause for 
foe disturbance, in which 
students indiscriminately 
attacked vehicles on □ road 
parallel to the campus, had 
not yet been established. 

Student leaders said foe 
riot was sparked by a hit- 
and-run road accident in 
which a student suffered a 
broken leg. dispelling spec- 
ulation the violence w-as 
politically motivated. 

Seven opposition ponies, 
including former President 
Kenneth Kaunda's United 
National Independence 
Party (UNIP), are boy- 
cotting the polls which they 
claim have been arranged 
to ensure that foe ruling 
Movement for Multi-Party 
Democracy (MMD) 
remains in power. 

The parties are opposed 
to a new constitution that 
bans some candidates, 
including Kaunda, from 
contesting the presidential 
race. They are also unhap- 
py with the voters’ register, 
which reportedly omits 23 
million of the 4.6 million 
eligible voters. 
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The Ciller factor 


Li PU NT visit of Tansu Ciller, tbe Turkish 
■ vuutv minister and minister of foreign 

nSTairs. has tu be seen as an important link in the 
chain of good relations that has tied Jordan to 
Turkey for many decades. Mrs. Ciller comes to 
Amman therefore as a friend who represents a 
nation with which Jordan has traditionally enjoyed 
(he warmest of ties. No wonder His Majesty King 
Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan have paid Ankara many visits over the years 
and these were reciprocated by Turkish leaders. 

Rut this particular trip acquires an added mean- 
ing and significance because it is happening at a 
time when the Middle East, which we shai£, is 
undergoing profound and rapid change — political- 
ly, economically and otherwise. 

It is no secret that Jordan views Turkey as a major 
regional power and partner which has to be con- 
sulted and worked with in shaping mutual security, 
stability and cooperation. As a neighbour, gateway 
to Europe and potential major supplier of water to 
the region. Ankara holds cards that are key to 
broadening and strengthening the peace between 
Israel and tile Arab YVorld. Since Turkey enjoys 
good relations with both the Israelis and the Arabs, 
we expect her to play a stabilising role when one 
party strays from the direction of peace and threat- 
ens to undo all of its promise and achievements. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu shookl 
hear front Dr. Ciller and her government that 
Turkey will be negatively affected by regression in 
the peace process, that everybody actually stands to 
lose from a party not honouring its commitments to 
the cause of peace. 

It is perhaps significant that the Tbrkxsh leader's 
visit to Jordan is also taking place on the eve of the 
convening in Cairo of the third Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) economic summit The high- 
powered business delegation which is accompany- 
ing Dr. Ciller must be Mewing economic opportuni- 
ties not only in the Kingdom but in the rest of the 
Arab World as well. In this context we must 
remember that both Jordan and Thrkey suffered 
the most from the Gulf crisis and the continued 
application of economic sanctions against Iraq. No 
doubt, the case of Iraq will figure high on the 
Amman talks' agenda. This is then an important 
opportunity for Amman and Ankara to review joint 
moves aimed at lifting the sanctions and bringing 
closer the day when Iraq is fully rehabilitated into 
the international community’ and the suffering of its 
people is ended once and for all. 

There is enough common ground between Tiirkey 
and Jordan not only to hold similar views and out- 
look on regional and international issues bnt also to 
forge a new partnership for peace, moderation and 
democracy. Turkey can use its full-fledged member- 
ship in North Atlantic TVeaty Organisation (NATO) 
and association with Europe to work productively 
with a fellow Muslim country' which is in the throes 
of reaching a partnership agreement with the 
European Union (EU) and an ally status with 
NATO. 

° * •• f ‘he common historical, religious and 
, -;«■ j'. ;< .ugc that our countries share, we can 
; -.u : d a new political and economic edifice — a 
■ *--v‘mv could and should serve the whole 
: -v • ■». This, in essence, is what we hope Dr. 

' : > IJi n- ireve ultimately. 


-•REbS COMMENTARIES 


THE i MRO economic summit opening today offers a 
renewed chance to the United States to prove its stand and 
its pledge* of breaking the deadlock in the Middle East 
peace process. according to A1 Ra’i Arabic daily paper. It 
*aid the U.S. secretary of state, who is due to attend tbe 
opening of the Cairo meeting, is scheduled to meet the 
Palestine president. Egyptian leaders and Israeli govern- 
ment officials on the sidelines of the economic meeting and 
is expected to discuss the stalled peace process. The meet- 
: ’i - f t the first since the reelection of President Clinton 

. t .. ' --..rd^tc at the White House and comes in the 

• „• i . r»> of Isiacli measures taken m the occupied 

• ' '.*> • ict unco of the v. odd community and in 

he Isracii-Palcstinian accords, noted the 
:vjvr. It ih.it tlw Cairo meeting, which comes at the 
c»:J of mor.ih Sung fruitless talks between the Israelis and 
the Palestinians under the U.S. sponsorship, is overshad- 
owed bs continued Israeli arbitrary measures against the 
Palestinians in Hebron, the Israeli government's refusal to 
implement the Oslo accord concerning the city and amidst 
persistent Israeli plans to build more Jewish settlements on 
Arab lands. 


A WRITER for A1 Dustour suggested that the government 
freeze all appointments in its offices and direct its attention 
to creatine income-generating projects in towns and areas 
outside Amman. Mohammad Daoud said that the new 
nc v, uviiiraiK absorb many of the unemployed and 
•■■■■.»■ "" and school graduates for" jobs in 




■VrartrvuN. Tlw bloated public 
is weakening government depart- 


tiieuL*' jvi.v-nuijiw'c and delaying tlw handling of any gov- 
ernment-related procedures, with adverse results for the 
economy. Ik* said. The government should also turn its 
attention to evicting non- Jordanian workers and opening 
the wav for unemployed Jordanian 'citizens to take their 
place in all jobs and trades, he added 


The View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Khoun 


Voting with our stomachs — McDonald’s, 


markets, culture and sovereignty 


OF THE two main events in Amman last week that gener- 
ated news coverage and discussions among people — the 
opening of McDonald’s restaurant and the visit of Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman — my guess is that the Weizman 
visit is slightly more significant politically add in the 
short-term, but in the longer term the McDonald's opening 
is far more important, and in many more dimensions. I 
make this comparison not to offend tbe Israeli president — 
clearly a distinguished and refined man with a sincere and 
deep-felt yearning for peace and justice — but rather to try 
to make sense of the several dazzling aspects of the 
McDonald's opening that we witnessed. 

The juxtaposed facts are as follows: the Weizman visit 
elicited an official royal meeting that was publicised on 
television, some other routine media coverage and some 
very perfunctory and brief -comments by Jordanians to one 
another; the McDonald's opening elicited a royal audi- 
ence, repeated full-page advertisements in the local press, 
many congratulatory notices from other Jordanians in the 
press, a donation by McDonald's to Jordanian charities, 
traffic jams that lasted for hours at the location of the main 
restaurant, some discussion on local electronic bulletin 
boards about the meaning of the event, and brief but recur- 
ring questions from some Jordanians to others about 
whether they had visited the new McDonald's. 

President Weizman's visit fundamentally had a single 
dimension, albeir an important one — diplomatic footsies, 
i.e.. a sincere desire to send important signals of a deeper 
will for affection and coexistence, but without the force of 
official policy. The McDonald's opening bad several 
dimensions, above and beyond the important culinary one: 
economic, political, cultural and. to an extent, existential. 

To judge by the energy, interest and publicity generated 
by the McDonald's opening, this is, for Jordan, an event 
with historic significance, whether we like it or not For 
our country, it marks two things: a) the changing nature of 
national sovereignty from a country-based to a corporate- 
based process, and, b) the -effective end of the 20th centu- 
ry and tbe start of the 21st century. It represents the official 
beginning of the new era of nationhood and development 
in which economic forces and values may prove to be 
more important than political and cultural ones. I say 
“may** prove to be more important because the jury is stiU 
out on this issue. It remains to be seen if and how the 
McDonald’s phenomenon impacts culturally on Jordan 
and tbe Arab World as strongly as it has on the United 
States. 

We have to keep analysing the facts before us, though, 
and those facts indicate several important things to me. (I 
should admit, so as not to be accused of hidden prejudices, 
that I personally enjoy fast foods, but I am not a serious 
McDonald’s fan, though I have been known to enjoy a Big 
Mac now and then. I far prefer Burger King restaurants, in 
particular their Double Whoppers with Cheese with a dou- 
ble side .order of onion zings. culinary phenomenon 
and . hunpri. inventipq f thaj. , JjJencjs.,.. aroma, _ textyre. 


Epicurean indulgence, nutrition and multi-sensual satisfac- 
tion to a degree that is not only astounding for the extent 
of its immediate gastronomic passion and enjoyment, but 
is all the more brilliant for the fact chat you can experience 
this bliss repeatedly, at an instant’s will, throughout the 
world, and at reasonable cost But never mind my person- 
al preferences; this is not about,what 1 like,- but about. who 
and what we are as an evolving society.) 

The fact is, the McDonald's, opening generated much 
more popular interest than, say, the Amman MENA eco- 
nomic summit last year or this week's MENA economic 
summit in Cairo. What does this mean? I think it primari- 
ly means that we are experiencing the slow shift in the 
nature of national power and sovereignty — a shift from 
the tendency of centralised political and economic power 
to shape people’s lives and thoughts on the basis, of nation- 
alistic and ideological criteria, to a post-modern trend of 
people’s lives being determined more by their own eco- 
nomic choices from among the offerings of consumer-ori- 
ented corporations whose key values — personal pleasure 
and the profit motive — are slowly replacing both ideolo- 
gy and nationalism in some Western lands, especially the 
United States. 


it. 


One could also argue that our society 
will soon be tested on the basis of the sin- 
gle most important criterion of historical 
change that has already defined the 
United States : the transition from a 
cohesive nation defined by its common 
history and values to a diffuse market- 
place defined by diverse choices , impuls- 
es and gratifications . 
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One could also argue that our society will soon be tested 
on the basis of the single most important criterion of his- 
torical change that has already defined the United States: 
the transition from a cohesive nation defined by its com- 
mon history and values to a diffuse marketplace defined by 
diverse choices, impulses and gratifications. America rep- 
resents the triumph of lifestyle over culture, and of the 
concept of corporation over that of country. This is not 
necessarily a bad thing, for it brings us pleasurable phe- 
nomena such as. well, such as onion rings. The unan- 
swered question for Jordan and the rest of the Third World 
is whether or not we will end up defining ourselves in 
terms of how many different kinds of hamburgers and 
onion rings we produce, rather than in terms of our identi- 
ty, values, dreams, myths and memories. Or, how we will 
integrate the corporate dictates of the McDonald's world 
jwitftio the deefl ( cqJtiiTpl values ^^JpatoricaJ legacies, of 


a: 


••I 'nr. 


OUT own societies. I would argue that the two can mesh 
easily and to their mutual benefit, if we maintain ajpriafiv 
ty of values that place a relatively higher premium on per- 
sonal dignity and social cohesion, and a relatively lower, 
premium on sheer fiscal profits that are derived from the 
marketing of unbridled personal, material gratification and 
that are also devoid of social conscience and communal: 
responsibility. , 

It was fascinating to watch the McDonald s corporation- 
being treated in Jordan this week with nearly the same 
flourishes and niceties that we extend to the representa- 
tives of ocher sovereign states — and, McDonald’s for 
return has acted out its own quasi-sovereign role by. pro- 
.viding us some foreign aid. This is a comment on both 
Jordan and on McDonald’s, and on the emerging relation- 
ship between such entities drat will define the wodd-of the- 
21st century. Like it or not, McDonald’s represents a new 
form of sovereignty — not a nation, not a culture, but a 
formidable economic power, perhaps even a pseudo-state. 
Media coverage, donations to charities, royal audiences,- 
major league traffic jams and other happenings confirm 
that we attach very high importance to the opening of this 
fast food outlet. It remains for us to understand better the 
precise nature of that importance. It is more than merely 
culinary, for sure: if that had been the case, we would have 
had a full national holiday when Subway and Colohel- 
Sanders’ Kentucky Fried Chicken opened, for their fare is. 
far more enjoyable in culinary terms than McDonald's, fo 
my opinion. 

The nature of the importance of this restaurant's opening 
is existential aod national, to a still imprecise extent — foF 
our well-being as a sovereign state in the immediate future 
will depend heavily on our ability to attract foreign direct 
investment in a manner that connects us more intimately 
(economically and culturally) with the global economy. 
For Jordan to seek, welcome and promote this sort of 
investment is to indicate the future direction of our place- 
in the world, and also of our understanding of that world 
McDonald’s opening in Jordan represents not just a vote of- 
economic confidence by foreign investors, but partly also 
a new form of diplomatic support and even national vali-^ 
dation. We are more significant and utilitarian, even, 
important, to the dominant Western powers this week, par- 
ticularly to the United States, because we are becoming 
eager markets for their consumer products and culture erf 
instant material gratification. 

In a world where both people and states are given the 
opportunity to vote with their gastrointestinal enzymes, we 
have voted to find safety under tbe Golden Arches, andJf 
well-being in the global economy. It is an important? 
inevitable, but debatable and risky choice. As I said, foe' 
jury's still out on whether this is an intelligent or an irrb- 
sponsible strategy. It may be visionary and constructs 
may be desperate and 'doomed. Until we find out 
verdict -enjoy foe ride and pass fliWk«tchup.'’ 7 ,r " 
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‘Desertion of U.S. election by half the 


voters is negation of popular democracy’ 


By G.H. Jansen 


IS THE United States of 
America a popular democ- 
racy? The answer would 
seem to be. obviously, yes. 
But is that correct? 
Formally so — yes. 

But essentially, the roost 
that can be said on the pop- 
ularity of democracy in the 
U.S. is. “yes. marginally 
so." And this because of the 
very low rate of popular 
participation in elections, 
like the one that has just 
been held for the president 
and the upper and lower 
houses of Congress as well 
as state and local office 
holders. 

The basic background fig- 
ures against which we must 
evaluate the rare of partici- 
pation are these: the total 
population of the U.S. is 
about 240 million people 
while the electorate — that 
is the number of people per- 
mitted to go to polls 
because Of voting age — is 
about ISO million. In this 
last election tbe actual elec- 
torate — people who went 
ro the polling stations and 
cast their ballots — - was 49 
per cent of the electorate, or 
90 million. That is half of 
those eligible. Of the 90 
million. President Bill 
Clinton got 49 per cent just* 
under the 32 per cent he 
wanted. This means die 
incumbent president is in 
power because he was pre- 
ferred and chosen by half of 
tbe participating half of the 
electorate, or one-quarter of 
the eligible electors. Does 
that amount to a really pop- 
ular mandate? Marginally 
yes. but no more than mar- 
ginally. 

Voter participation in U.S. 
elections — presidential or 
congressional — has always 
been meagre. The best fig- 
ure for voter participation in 
recent presidential races 
was 62.8 per cent in 1960 
when John Kennedy ran 
against Richard Nixon. The 
worst turn out for the presi- 
dential race was this year. 
The average Figure for pres- 
idential elections has been 


in the 50-60 percentage 
range. The worst figure for 
voter participation in a con- 
gressional election was 33.1 
per cent in 1990 and the best 
was 58.5 in 1960. the year 
of Kennedy's election. 

All these figures definite- 
ly do not amount to “popu- 
lar participation’’ in the 
election process, which is 
why one is compelled to ask 
why the U.S. voter is so 
indifferent about using his 
vote in a free and fair elec- 
tion which is what people 
have fought and died for in 
countries all around the 
world. 

There arc several reasons. 
The first and most obvious 
is “sheer apathy”, but that 
merely pushes tbe question 
back a step. 


Americans’ political apathy 
is an atavistic dislike and 
mistrust of politicians. An 
election should be an oppor- 
tunity "to throw those ras- 
cals out'* but they do not 
avail themselves even of 
this opportunity. Nor do 
they make a discriminating 
choice between policies. 
This in itself is a manifesta- 
tion of ignorance of the 
political system. 

Also, there are far too 
many elections in the U.S. 
Almost ail public officials 
are elected, from the prover- 
bial dog-catcher to the coro- 
ner, the district attorney and 
the local school board. This 
provides ample opportunity 
for bribery and corruptions 
which brings politicians and 
politics into disrepute as 


This despite the fact that 
“civics" is a compulsory 
subject in foe U.S. school 
system. 

Indeed, it is almost true to 
say that U.S. citizens do not 
so much participate in elec- 
tions as boycott them and 
that foe two real parties con- 
sist of those who bother to 
vote and those who do not 


a 


The desertion of the electoral system by 
half the voters is a negation of popular 
democracy because it allows the special 
interest groups — like the gun lobby, the 
tobacco lobby and the pro-Israel Zionist 
lobby — to marshal their supporters and 
manipulate the politicians elected to the 
presidency and Congress. And this 
manipulation very often runs counter, to 
the wishes and interests of the American 
people as a whole” 


Why are Americans apa- 
thetic about casting their . 
voces? Tbe answer is that 
they are ignorant of politics 
tuKt .bdng ignorant they do 
not know foe significance 
and value of a vote in a free 
and fiui Section. It is tbe 
low lev&i of education that 
is responsible for such igno- 
rance. even among Students 


the grades id foe public- 
school system. <X course, 
teaching in private schools 
ts very 1 tract* superior to 
that fopublk: schools — so 
much for foe American 


Sit ■. . .jirtt 1-1 ■ , *1 

^democracy. 

A farther reason for the 


well as boredom leading to 
apathy. 

Apathy and boredom can 
also be tbe result of the fact 
that the presidency, the 
White House, and the 
Congress are both shed in 
Washington, D.C* and foe 
capital is too remote, too far 
away from millions of vot- 
ers — a$ is foe case with 
New Delhi m India. Thus. . 
out of sight is out of mind. * ' 
For foe average U.5. vow 
even the state capital is 
remote: who really; outs 
about happenings . in 
Lincoln, foe capital of 
Nebraska, or. _ in Des 
Moine^i, the Capital of IOwa?T 5 


vote. 

The indifference and apa- 
thy that foe people feel 
towards what goes on in 
what is grandiloquently 
called “foe nation's capital." 
the governance of foe coun- 
try, is amply displayed in 
foe pot-holed roads of foe 
District of Columbia and its 
bad record on crime and 
drugs. The only defence of 
conditions in Washington Is: 
"you have to remember that 
Washington is a southern 
city.” underdeveloped and 
backward. 

One other reason for foe 
poor turn-out in U.S. elec- 
tions is that for many peo- 
ple, especially outsiders, foe 
choice in American elec- 
tions seems to be between 
Tweedledum and Tweedle- 
dee because neither De- 
mocrats nor Republicans 
have ideological pro- 
grammes and are even 
proud that this is so. So 
much so that one experi- 
enced political commenta- 
tor last week claimed that 
Clinton won this year 
because he was a Democrat 
in the Republican camp and 
thus took votes from both 
sides. 

The desertion of foe elec- 
toral system by half tbe vot- 
ers is a negation of popular 
democracy because it 
allows the special interest 
groups — like the gun 
lobby, foe tobacco lobby 
and the pro-Israel Zionist 
.lobby — to marshal their 
supporters and manipulate 
the politicians elected to foe 
presidency and Congress. 
And this manipulation very 
often runs counter Co foe 
wishes and interests of foe 
American people as a 
whole. 
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Victory for the handicapped 


To the Editor; 


WE WOULD like to share this summer's experience with 
everybody. We are lucky to have friends who, although 
bound to move about in wheelchairs, still had the courage 
to come to Jordan. 

When we knew that our old friends from Germany were 
really going to visit (after having dreamed about this for 
16 years), we started to see our home and daily routine in 
quite a different light. Questions where popping up in our 
minds endlessly: How would 180-kg Joerg (muscular' 
atrophy since the age of 14) in his electric wheelchair be 
able to get up those force stairs? And into the bathroom? 
How could they get a glimpse of all the beautiful sights- 
in Jordan? Would they miss all foe real treasures and be 
content sitting in foe garden (where at least we had made 
sure they could move freely through levelling foe stupid 
steps by way of ramps)? 

Well, the unthinkable happened: they saw it all and 
enjoyed every minute of iu 

Thanks to HRH Princess Majda and Karen Asfoor. both 
actively involved in Al Hussein Society for foe Physically 
Handicapped, as well as foe Petra Trust Fund and the 
Department of Archaeology in Petra, we got all foe help 
needed and special licences for Ingrid (pushing chair) ro 
go all the way to Qasr Al Bint bv horse-cart, and for Joerg 
to get there by car, on the back road. 

Nobody thought his wheelchair would manage foe 
sandy paths through Che Siq and inside Petra. But when 
foCTe is a will, there is a way. To our delight he tried, mar- 
velling at all the natural beauties; he even saw the 
Khazneb and tbe Siq — the other way round, bur all foe 
way. Everybody was eager to lend a helping hand to 
make it happen. So our exhausted but happy friend was 
pushed up foe last few metres of the Siq. 

of the many small but important -victories 
over a physical handicap, a serious obstacle that would 
prevent most people from leading a normal life. Jet alone 
endeavouring a sight-seeing vacation in Jordan. 

There were many other moments ofjoy: hurrah, there is 
a ramp leading to (but alas not into foe South gate in 
Jcra sh; yes, there are traffic signs for wheelchair passen- 
g«s at foe airport and the 6fo Circle (but have you ever 
tned to leave foe pavement and cross the road in a wheel- 
chair downtown, near foe Al Hussein Mosque?). 

Somehotels (like Moevenpick andTaybet Zaman) have 
roomtfftcilities for people in wheelchairs, but what about 
tourest attractions like Mad aba. Kan Zaman. the Dead 
Sea? I have never noticed so many (mostly unnecessary) 
stairs m my hfer 

For most healthy Jordanians whom we met during these 
t^eye-openmg weeks, foe mere sight of a person in a 

wh S U S r W tbCSe t0arisl P laces was unusual; but to see 
a wheelchair occupant laughing in public and obviously 
enjoying hun/herself — that was something new. 

If 1 ® ** !ea mjng that these two people 
— fo spifoof their handicaps since early childhood — go* 

thfce Wealthy children and 

<Ll g ^^? D ; WOrlC ^ ,ead normal lives, 

some of foe prejudices towards physically handicapped 
people will get shaky, and more and more people win try 

forh ™“ 
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By Jacob L. Dallal 

IT IS late afternoon and the 
sun is setting on the row of 
spruce townhouses in a new 
c . neighbourhood of Ma’aleh 
e maintain ^ Adumim. On the next hill, 
a,v another neighbourhood is 
under construction. Gerald 
Schroeder knocks at the 
door of one of the homes; in 
bis briefcase are small plas- 
tic cani sters containing a 
black powder. “What’s he 
here for?" a girl about six 
asks her mother. 

“It’s none of your busi- 
ness," Rina tells her daugh- 
ter. To Schroeder she adds: 
•*I don’t want them to 
spread the news that we’re 
having our house tested. 
People will panic for no 
reason.” 

Schroeder will be testing 
— . iu»ai du^' house for radon. It is the 
happenings odourless radioactive gas 

) the opening which results from the 

nderstanj tv <5 ' decay °f rad i um ^d which 
s more ih- ltac occurs naturally in the 
8 round - 311(1 can Penetrate 
. w t building foundations and 

accumulate in rooms on, 

below or one story above 
ground level which are 

poorly ventilated. 

After a tour of the com-, 
fortable two-story home. 
Schroeder decides he will 
place the radon-detection 
canisters in the study and 
the bathroom on the ground 
floor. A week later, he will 
collect the containers and 
ndin^ •<! send them to a laboratory 
nt> not jiKi a , ft * for analysis. 

“There might be a low 
level of radon in the study, - 
but it’s well ventilated so it 
won't show up.” he says 
after the visit. 

This is one of hundreds of 
radon checks Schroeder has 
conducted since setting up 
his company about a year 
ago. 

Testing for radon is a 
booming business. More 
and more local authorities, 
companies and individuals 
are testing for above-nor- 
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move again.” 

Most Israelis, like Rina, 
came to know about radon 
from a case at the East Tal- 
piot State Elementary 
School in Jerusalem, and 
the story of Hanna Farber. 

In October 1993, Farber, 
who taught arts-and-crafts 
classes in the basement 
shelter of the school, was 
found to have a cancerous 
growth in her breast. It was 
removed, and she returned 
to her classes. Then, last 
year, another check-up 
showed that cancer had 
spread throughout Farber’s 
body, to her blood, bone 
marrow and liver. Farber 
died in August at 39. 

In what experts say was 
an unrelated coincidence, 
and what her husband 
asserts was the cause of her 
death, the room in which 
Farber taught for 17 years 
was found to have extreme- 
ly high levels of radon. 
Tests done at the school last 
year showed it to be inun- 
dated with the gas. The 
shelter in the basement 
where Farber taught regis- 
tered radon concentrations 
as high as 50 times the per- 
missible level, and in two 
pipes behind her desk it was 
measured at nearly 700 
times the allowable 
amount. 

After consulting Israel’s 
top radiation experts and a 
year of extensive renova- 
tions, tests conducted at the 
school just before the term 
started show the radon level 
was down to normal. 

Medical professionals 
insist Farber 's illness was 
not due to radon: they say 
that radon causes lung can- 
cer only, which Farber did 
not have. 

But Farber’s case made 
everyone take radon more 
seriously. The Environment 
Ministry subsequently 
ordered all local authorities 
to test for radon in school- 
rooms on ground level and 
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awareness about radomJn. 
the last year alone, ~tfae~ 
number of private compa- 
nies authorised to test radon 
in Israel has nearly tripled 
to 16. 

“The number of tests we 
do has been rising constant- 
ly,” says Dan Ofri of Evis, 
which has been doing radon 
tests for four years. “There 
has been a great rise in pub- 
lic awareness about radon. 
But still it’s not enough.” 

The danger of exposure to 
radon at home or work, 
over tune, is real. 

“If you could see it, you’d 
run out of your house,’’ 
Schroeder says, who was 
involved in radon testing in 
the U.S. for 20 years. “We 
are talking about hundreds 
of thousands of radioactive 
particles being emitted in 


anyone living on the ground 
floor to have his home 
checked for radon. 

Die first radon tests in 
Israel were done in 1990 at 
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Exposure to radon in 
large doses over extended 
periods can cause lung can- 
cer In the U.S., radon is 
blamed for 8 per cent of 
lung-cancer cases, making 
it the most frequent cause 

• * ,nU'P-« l -‘-,. of lung cancer after smok- 

■e-V""*' 1 ' 1 ' “*■ 

The remedies, if radon is 
' . tJ jj nwiw?' detected, are usually sim- 
. . . p e[r i Bin* 5 pie. In most cases, the solu- 
tion is just better ventila- 
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to 
large 
doses over extend- 
ed periods can 
cause lung cancer 
In the U.S., radon 
is blamed for 8 per 
cent of lung-can- 
cer cases , making 
it the most fre- 
quent cause of 
lung cancer after - 
smoking /’ 

a smattering of locations 
nationwide, and some mea- 
sured radon at more than 
the accepted level of 200 
becquerels (a measurement 
of radioactive particles 
emitted per second in a 
cubic metre). 

In the U.S., radon testing 
began in the early 1980s, 
and by then the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency 
guidelines were in place. 
Today in many states in the 
U.S.. a radon measurement 
above the regulation level 
can be grounds for can- 
celling a mortgage. 

The first map of radon 


concentrations here was 
published by the Israel 
Geological Survey and the 
Sorek Nuclear Research 
Centre, at Nahal Sorek, in 
1993. It shows high inci- 
dence of the gas in an area 
stretching from eastern 
Jerusalem to the Dead Sea 
including Ma’aleh Adu- 
mim. plus Arad, parts of 
Modi' in and points in the 
Galilee, like Nazareth and 
Karmiel. 

Results ffom radon tests 
in homes and institutions 
around the country show 
more instances of radon in 
these radon-prone areas 
than elsewhere; according 
to the map’s author, Moshe 
Shirav, a researcher at the 
geological survey. “There is 
a clear correlation between 
the map and radon in 
homes,” he says. 

This is a cause for con- 
cern among many new and 
potential homeowners in 
areas now being built, like 
Modi ’in, where parts of the 
city are in areas with of 
higher radon potential. Shi- 
rav says several contractors 
have contacted him to find 
out whether they are build- 
ing in a radon-prone area of 
the city. 

But the map is no quick 
fix. There have been ample 
cases of radon in areas con- 
sidered safe on the map; 
and by no means does liv- 
ing in an area with a higher 
radon potential indicate that 
people will find radon in 
their homes. 

Schroeder, who does the 
tests, says it all depends on 
the contractor. He points 
out that radon occurs natu- 
rally almost everywhere 
and, therefore, it is the qual- 
ity of construction that 
counts. “The whole thing 
has to do with the way the 
foundation is built,” he 
says. 

So in an area like Ma’aleh 
Adumim or Modi’in, if the 
construction is good, radon 
may hot be found ’in build- 
ings.- ' Esther - ScheHekens. 
head of the environment 
department- - in — Ma’aleh 
Adumim, says there were a 
few cases of radon being 
detected in the municipali- 
ty’s check of schools — in 
rooms where there was no 
ventilation, concentrations 
reached 300 becquerels — 
even though the city is in a 
high-risk area. She suggests 
that this is because most of 
the buildings are relatively 
new and of a high standard. 

In contrast, according to 
one expert, in Efrat. which 
according to the map is not 
radon-prone, as many as 
one in every three homes 
may have radon because of 
poor construction. 

As a result, everyone 
dealing with radon agrees 
on the need for a radon-safe 
building code. This would 
require a foundation of a 
certain thickness with, for 
example, polyethylene 
insulation. 

The Environment Min- 
istry, which is responsible 
for issuing such guidelines, 
says it will do so only after 
it conducts comprehensive 
radon survey of the countiy. 
The survey, which is due to 
be included in the min- 
istry’s budget this year, will 
take a year to conduct, so a 
radon-safe national build- 
ing code will not be in 
effect for at least three 
years. 

Ehud Ne’emaru head of 
the ministry's radiation 
department, says that mean- 


while, local authorities can 
introduce radon-safe guide- 
lines into local building 
codes. 

But passing the burden of 
dealing with radon onto 
local authorities is, accord- 
ing to some, irresponsible. 

One mayor in a high-risk 
area was asked to have a 
comprehensive radon sur- 
vey done in his city. “He 
declined because he said it 
would depreciate the value 
of real estate,’’ Shirav 
recalls. 

But more often, the envi- 
ronmental protection 
department in a city does 
not have money, as was the 
case in Jerusalem. In 1994, 
after the publication of the 
radon map, Gil Reichmann, 
head of the municipality's 
environment department, 
suggested that radon tests 
be done in schools in east- 
ern neighbourhoods, where 
the map showed the poten- 
tial for radon was high. But 
there were no city funds for 
the testing, and after gov- 
ernment ministries refused 
to pay for it, the matter was 
dropped. 

If parents want a school 
tested, they have to take the 
initiative and find the 
money themselves, Reich- 
mann says. 

One person who insisted 
that a radon test be done 
and paid for it was Alex 
Farber, whose wife by then 
had cancer throughout her 
body. 

. “I wanted to find out why 
she was so iU,” says Farber, 
who says his wife's family 
did not have a history of 
cancer. Farber had read 
about radon and knew his 
wife taught in an unventi- 
lated basement shelter. 

As early as 1993, Faiber 
says he asked school princi- 
pal Yossi Oren whether 
radon tests had been done at 
the school. Faiber says 
Oren assured him tests were 
conducted. But by last year 
when Farber asked for 
details ^botfthe results. it 
became dear that no testing 
haettasen done. So Farber 
hired a company to test the 
school. 

The results were alarm- 
ingly high. Many class- 
rooms had radon levels five 
times above the permissible 
level, and in the basement 
shelter where Farber taught, 
the levels were higher still. 
The principal, who received 
the results, did not want to 
inform parents immediate- 
ly. They found out about the 
radon through the media. 

Responding to parents' 
demands, the municipality 
called in experts and radon 
measurements were taken 
again. Two construction 
experts from the Technion 
were called in. They 
worked to make hollows 
under the building and in 
the walls through which 
radon could escape outside. 
The latest tests, released 
before the start of the 
school year, show the build- 
ing to be safe, with levels 
well below the allowable 
maximum of 200 bec- 
querels. 

“We hope the school will 
remain clean, but we will 
remain vigilant," says Irit 
Levy, head of the parents’ 
association. Another radon 
test in the school is sched- 
uled for the end of the year. 

Jerusalem City Hall is 
now conducting long-term 
tests in schools in eastern 
neighbourhoods which are 
at higher risk, with a NIS 
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Computers set to shake 


By Neil Win ton 
Reuter 
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London — Drug 
’^searchers wear white coats, 
stake up noxious looking con- 
coctions in test tubes, and 


hair-'- l ' n [fc 

" 

, l( juP#V Ww k in laboratories, 

” ■ j pf r** . But not for much longer. 

- almost every other 

> fl* 11 ' industry in the world, pharma- 

^ | lt «vV- ceutical research is being 
jieth ,n ^ laken over by computers, 
hai According to the computa- 

irlv .fjiidff 1 ', donal chemistry unit at War- 

iCjHk' . wick University in central 
tlni^’^di-t ^iland, researchers will 
n* spend less and less time work- 
nicn-’ P ; l , . jn*' “8 with messy, hazardous and 
nan K |0 - cosily real chemicals. 

Instead they will be peering 
Mf at computer screens, which 
' '4^ win help them quickly and 


safely identify the most prof- 
itable areas for study. 

The pharmaceutical indus- 
try’s move to the computer 
hardly puts it in the industrial 
forefront. 

“The aerospace industry has 
cut product development time 
to about four years from 10 
using computers," Professor 
Paolo Zanella, director of the 
European Bioinformadcs 
Institute at Cambridge, eastern 
England, told Reuters. 

On average it takes about 10 
years for a drug to progress 
from an idea to the market- 
place. . 

Prof. Zanella said Boeing 
designed its new 777 airliner 
almost completely on comput- 
ers. The car industry has 
embraced the computer for 


design and even crash simula- 
tion. 

As the pharmaceuticals 
business becomes ever more 
data intensive, it is in danger 
of being overwhelmed by an 
information overload. Prof. 
Zanella said. 

“We need biologists with 
computer experience — infor- 
mation scientists — multi-dis- 
ciplinary groups that can 
approach problems in differ- 
ent ways os in other industries. 
Life sciences seems to be the 
last one jumping on the band- 
wagon," said Prof. Zanella. 

The drugs industry spends 
vast sums on research, but has 
huge problems pinpointing 
potentially successful prod- 
ucts. 

The world’s pharmaceuti- 


cals companies spent just over 
$40 billion in 1995 on 
research and development, 
according to London's Centre 
for Medicines Research. 

Britain’s Glaxo Wellcome 
spent SI .89 billion on research 
in 1995, more than any other 
company in the world. The 
world's top 10 pharmaceuti- 
cals companies in terms of 
sales all spent more than SI 
billion on research last year. 

But despite this huge use of 
resources, the quest for effica- 
cious drugs is almost a ran- 
dom event. 

The industry tests around 
10,000 possible compounds 
for each one reaching the 
pharmacists' shelves, accord- 
ing to Professor Stuart Walker, 
the centre’s director. 



The darkened' spots oh thr map register average radon levels rangings between 10,000 and 50,000 becquerels. 
Along the Jordan Valley there is reportedly high radon emanation and high radon level In some water sources 


70.000 grant from the Envi- 
ronment Ministry. Results 
of the long-term tests, 
which are considered more 
accurate than short-term 
ones, will first be available 
in March. 

“After we analyse those 
tests, we will decide how to 
proceed," says Reichmann. 

Yes just two weeks ago, 
radon was found in a Gilo 
high school, which was not 
among those being tested 
by the city. Funding for the 
test came from parents. 

Reichmann says that all 
the city’s schools will be 
tested within a few years, 
and that they chose to start 
with school in areas of 
higher risk. 

“This is a terrible burden 
on local authorities,” he 
adds, noting that the city 
had to pick up the NIS 

100.000 (around 530,000) 
tab for repair work at the 
East Talpiot school. “If 
there are other schools 
which need to be renovated, 
it could cost the city mil- 
lions." 

Farber shakes his head. 
He says this is all part of the 
long history of negligence 
in government ministries 
and the municipality, which 
left the radon danger disre- 
garded for years. He feels 
his wife paid for this negli- 
gence with her life. 

Farber is convinced that 


the leukaemia and liver 
cancer which killed her was 
the result of prolonged 
exposure to radon. He 
intends to sue the munici- 
pality and relevant govern- 
ment ministries for criminal 
negligence for the way they 
handled the problem. 

Meanwhile, there has 
been another case of cancer 
at the Talpiot school. Work- 
ing in another shelter oppo- 
site Farber 's room is the 
school's handyman. 

Yitzhak Cohen. Cohen, 60, 
has worked at the school for 
nine years. A year-and-a- 
haif ago, around the time 
Farber fell ill. Cohen was 
also diagnosed with 
leukaemia. 

Since then his condition 
has deteriorated. He com- 
plains of dizziness and 
fatigue, on top of excruciat- 
ing pain after he undergoes 
his monthly chemotherapy 
treatment. 

“I don't know if its 
because of the radon," 
Cohen says. “I’m a believ- 
ing man; I don't ask too 
much about my condition." 

The medical establish- 
ment rejects any link 
between the cancer of Far- 
ber and Cohen and radon, 
since neither had lung can- 
cer. They insist that radon 
has been proven only to 
cause lung cancer. “Any- 
thing else is pure conjec- 


ture," says Jashovam Shani, 
of Hebrew University- 
Hadassah Medical Faculty. 
“Since radon is a gas, the 
most sensitive organ is the 
lungs.” 

But Ne'eman of the Envi- 
ronment Ministry says that 
about 5 per cent of radon 
cases do result in 
leukaemia. 

Schroeder, who received 
his Ph.D. from Massachu- 
setts Institute of Technolo- 
gy studying radon, adds 
thar experiments he con- 
ducted showed conclusive- 
ly that prolonged exposure 
to radon causes chromoso- 
mal changes in humans. 
Such mutations may or may 
not cause cancer. 

Also. Prof. Elihu Richter, 
head of the unit on occupa- 
tional and environmental 
medicine at the Hadassah- 
University School of Public 
Health and Community 
Medicine, argues that while 
radon emits mostly alpha 
particles — associated with 
lung cancer — it also emits 
small amounts of gamma 
radiation which, in high 
doses, can cause multiple 
types of cancer. 

But experts stress that the 
radon case in East Talpiot 
was unprecedented. In gen- 
eral, when radon is detect- 
ed, it is found at no more 
than five times the allow-- 
able level of 200 bec- 


querels, and it takes years 
of exposure before there is 
a risk of getting lung can- 
cer. 

Furthermore. everyone 
agrees that radon is a prob- 
lem that can easily be con- 
trolled. Usually, radon lev- 
els can be brought down 
with proper ventilation, and 
by sealing crevices in floors 
and around pipes or cables 
where they enter the room. 
Even in the particularly dif- 
ficult case of the East Talpi- 
ot school, proper renova- 
tion brought the very high 
levels of radon down to 
normal. 

But the experts do not 
take lightly the importance 
of taking care of radon 
wherever it is derecred. 

“Radon is a significant 
problem in Israel and has to 
be dealt with," says Mena- 
hem Margaliot. head of the 
radiation measurement sec- 
tion at the Sorek Nuclear 
Research Centre at Nahal 
Sorek. “It is the main 
source of environmental 
radiation that the public at 
large is exposed to. But the 
steps that need to be taken 
are not complicated or 
expensive. It doesn't 
require vast resources. It’s 
simply a question of finding 
the time to see these things 
through.” 

The Jerusalem Post 


up drug research world 


Prof. Walker said the 10,000 
possible products become 
1,000 after being screened in 
animals, and 100 after being 
tested for toxicology. After 
more tests only about 10 are 
left for human tests, and only 
one gets to market. One in 10 
of these products is a thera- 
peutic and economic winner. 
Prof. Walker says. 

The computer will be an 
essential tool to examine all 
the possible combinations of 
compounds, and eliminate 
research blind alleys, accord- 
ing to’ Warwick University’s 
Dr. Robert Deeth. 

“At the moment bunches of 
chemists come together peri- 
odically and say “let's make 
these molecules'. Using their 
experience, intuition, a series 


of compounds would be 
drawn up to synthesise and 
test. This is an extremely 
labour intensive business and 
at best hit and miss." Dr. 
Deeth said. 

Computers could revolu- 
tionise this process. 

“You can use little gizmos 
(gadgets) to synthethise a 
wide range of compounds 
veiy quickly and test them 
veiy quickly with a powerful 
computer. You can go all 
through the combinations to 
get ail possible products, then 
develop screening tests which 
pinpoint possible effective 
drugs," Dr. Deeth said. 

Some diseases are particu- 
larly promising for computers. 

“Anti-viral and anti-bacteri- 
als are very amenable to this 


approach. It’s easier to isolate 
and get the structure of viral 
enzymes. AIDS research is oil 
based on this approach." said 
Darren Green, research scien- 
tist at the Glaxo research cen- 
tre. 

Computer power is being 
turned on the race to find an 
improved version of peni- 
cillin, which is loosing its old 
effectiveness, Mr. Green said. 

Computers can improve the 
monitoring of drugs as they 
are tested, according to Prof. 
Walker. 

“Drug companies can moni- 
tor the impact of drugs on 
patients. Instead of gening 
updates every few weeks, the 
drag companies can monitor 
patients directly in hospitals," 
Prof. Walker said. 


And perhaps an unforeseen 
side effect for researchers. 

Computers can pinpoint 
exactly who is doing what and 
how long it rook, according to 
Prof. Walker. 

Glaxo's Green said all big 
drags companies are actively 
using computers to win the 
race to find block-buster 
drugs. 

Prof. Zanella is confident 
that the industry will take up 
the aerospace challenge. 

“We are just at the begin- 
ning of an era." he said, “But 
in a few years time computers 
will add to our knowledge and 
understanding, and cut the 
time to market of new drag 
discoveries." 
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Arabs seeking inter- Arab 
business at Cairo forum 


CAIRO (AFP) — Arab 
countries are mainly inter- 
ested in increasing busi- 
ness with fellow "Arabs, 
rather than with Israel, at 
the third Middle East and 
North Africa economic 
conference which opens 
here Tuesday. 

“We hope that inter- 
Arab cooperation will take 
on a bigger dimension and 
that is why there will be a 
special session devoted to 
Arab cooperation." said 
Raouf Saud. Egypt's assis- 
tant foreign minister for 
international cooperation. 

“Inter-Arab cooperation 
has largely suffered from 
the absence of peace 
because all the resources 
of the Arab countries were 
decimated during the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 

“Now it must take a 
large dimension, with or 
without Israel." Mr. Saad 
said. 

He stressed, however, 
that Arab cooperation was 
“not aimed against Israel. 
It is a circle which could 
engulf Israel." 

foreign Minister. Amr 
Mussa has also under- 
scored the "importance of 
inter-Arab cooperation" 
ahead of the three-day 
conference, which is 
expected to have 3.000 
participants. including 
900 from Egypt and other 
Arab countries and 100 
from Israel. 

“The door is now open, 
and it is the responsibility 
of the Arab World to move 
ahead to strengthen this 
cooperation." Mr. Mussa 
said Saturday. 

“I am convinced that 
there is a big chance for 
the Arab countries to bol- 
ster economic, trade and 
tourism cooperation." Mr. 
Mussa said. 

But he stressed that the 
“fruit of peace will only 
come with peace" and not 
from a shone conference. 

For Fedeiic Sicre. mem- 
ber of the executive board 
of the World Economic 
Forum which is co-organ- 
ising the conference with 
Egypt. “Israel will be a 
country among others at 
the conference." 

“This meeting will help 
Arab countries to 
strengthen their relations 
with economic powers 
such as Asia. Europe and 
the United slates" Mr. 
Sicre said. 


Unlike the two past 
forums at Casablanca in 
1994 and Amman in 1995. 
Arab-Israeli cooperation 
will not take the driver’s 
seat in Cairo. 

“Under the cover of the 
peace process, Israel made 
large economic benefits 
but" the (process’s) slow- 
down has reflected direct- 
ly on the Jewish slate." 
Mr. Saad said. 

"One of the goals of the 
conference is to shed light 
on the economic benefits 
which the two parties cun 
reap as long as they 
respect the principles of 
peace and the losses 
which they can suffer if 
they move away from 
peace." he added. 

Mr. Mussa made similar 
statements and urged 
Israel to make progress 
towards peace ana play by 
the rules laid down in 
Madrid in 1991. when the 
peace process was 
launched, referring to the 

f trinciples of Israel trading 
and for peace and stick- 
ing to previous commit- 
ments. , 

“If you progress towards 
peace accoraing to the 
rules ... you will obtain 
more." Mr. Mussa said, 
insisting that the econom- 
ic conference was part and 
parcel of the peace 
process. 

“We cannot separate 
both tracks, particularly 
because the mechanism of 
these conferences was 
bom from the framework 
of the peace process." Mr. 
Mussa said. 

According to Gregory 
Blatt. director of the 
World Economic Forum, 
politicians will pass the 
baton to business execu- 
tives at a time when the 
Arab-Israeli peace process 
is frozen. 

“In Cairo we'll talk busi- 
ness, business, business" 
he told AFP. 

“Politicians will pass the 
baton to the businessmen 
who want to develop their 
economic activity inde- 
pendently of the political 
situation," because the 
chances for Israeli- Arab 
cooperation are weaken- 
ing amid the peace 
process deadlock, he said. 

According to Mr. Blatt. 
the first regional economic 
conference that was held 
in Casablanca in 1994 
came at the time of the 


Israeli -Palestinian and 
Israeli-Jordanian peace 
accords and was purely 
political. 

The second conference, 
held last year in Amman, 
was both political and 
economic and helped 
identify the opportunities 
for regional cooperation. 
Mr. Blatt said. 

In Cairo, where 3.000 
participants from 92 coun- 
tries are expected, only a 
dozen will be foreign min- 
isters while nearly 2,000 
will represent* the 
international business 
community. In Amman 
there were 1.000 business 
executives. 

Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak will inau- 
gurate the conference and 
then leave it to the partici- 
pants. 

Palestinian President 
Yasser ArafaL who attend- 
ed the two first forums, 
will not be at the confer- 
ence although he plans on 
visiting Cairo on Tuesday 
for talks with U.S. Secre- 
tary of State Warren 
Christopher. 

Egypt will send 500 
business executives to the 
conference, and another 
400 will come from other 
Arab countries. Asia will 
have the largest number of 
business executives from 
outside the region — 300. 

Europe is sending 250 
business executives, the 
United States 150 and 
Israel 100. 

And for the first time 
South Africa will partici- 
pate with 15 business 
executives. 

Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu exhort- 
ed Israeli business execu- 
tives to attend the confer- 
ence “to make business 
and consolidate peace." 

But Israel could come 
out a loser because of its 
positions on the peace 
process, which has stalled 
since' Benyamin 

Netanyahu became prime 
minister in June. 

Despite Arab opposition 
to the policies of Mr. 
Netanyahu. Israel hopes to 
get a square deal at the 
Cairo conference. 

Anything less will be an 
embarrassment to the 
United States, which lob- 
bied wa ry Israeli business 
executives to attend, and 
to Mr. Netanyahu himself. 
“Go to Cairo, make deals 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Young lady 
5 Opened one's 
eyes 

9 An ump's call 

13 Director Kazan 

14 Wickedness 

15 Pelvic bones 

16 Australian prime 
minister 

17 Part of a table 
setting 

20 Musical shows 

22 Containers for 
nuts and bolts 

23 Grain blight 

25 AK city 

26 Kitchen utensil 
29 Wrote 

33 Urban areas 

34 Minaret 

36 French triend 

37 Pit — 

38 Subdued 

39 “Iliad." e.g. 

40 Bonn's land: 
abbr. 

41 Vietnam city 

42 Leg Joint 

43 "If I Had A 
Hammer singer 

45 More 
fashionable 
47 Biblical 
preposition 

49 Squelched 

50 Aquatic 
mammals 

54 Attic 

57 Part of a table 
selling 

59 Dimensions 

60 Gaelic 

61 Different 

62 Author Bagnoid 

63 Changed color 

64 Gives approval 

65 Selves 
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by Bernice Gordon 


DOWN 

1 Funny man Lew, 
once 

2 Ingredient in 
body lotion 

3 Part of a table 
setting 

4 Senring to soak 
thoroughly 


5 Smith and — 
(pistol) 

6 Eggs 

7 Scottish wear 

8 Musical John 

9 Lustrous 

10 -■ — ever need..." 

11 Arbitrary order 

12 All — (attentive) 

18 Barrel maker 

19 Comic 
character. Fudd 

21 Protection: var. 

24 Mountain range 
in Wyoming 

26 Gatherings for 
men 

27 Pith helmet 

28 Mechanical 
worker 

30 Part of a table 
setting 

31 M, Zola 

32 Certain gambler 

35 Dams 

38 Tailor Lat. 

39 Signature on a 
check 

41 Famous skater 
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42 Rectangular 
column 

44 Swallowed hard 
46 Former U.S. 
coins 

48 “...turn one's 
back — " (H. 
Ellis) 


50 Made haste 

51 Spectral 

52 Part of a church 

53 Farm structure 

55 Basso Pinza 

56 Williams and 
Lewis 

58 Hanudncgenic 


It is 
it is 
it Is 
Mr. 
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at the conference, 
good for the Jews, 
good for the Arabs, 
good for peace." 
Netanyahu told 
approximately 100-strong 
delegation of Israeli busi- 
nessmen and bureaucrats 
on Thursday. 

The Israelis are armed 
with a 180-page “pro- 
grammes for regional 
cooperation’' ranging from 
improving the drinking 
water in die Gaza Strip to 
a proposed S5 billion Red 
Sea-Dead Sea canal to 
produce electricity — a 
project on the books for 
decades. 

In Cairo last week, 
Ahmad Abu A I Kheir, 
Egypt's foreign ministry 
coordinator for the Middle 
East and North Africa eco- 
nomic conference, said the 
absence of progress in 
Arab-Israeli peace meant 
key regional projects were 
unlikely to move forward. 

Mohsin AJ BaJushi. head 
of Oman’s trade represen- 
tation office in Tel Aviv, 
said an Israeli-PLO deal 
on implementing Israel's 
long-delayed partial troop 
pullback from the West 
Bank town of Hebron 
would break the ice. 

Mr. Netanyahu's mes- 
sage to Israel's delegation 
was. in his words, “very 
simple.” 

“We will work in the 
sphere of peace," Mr. 
Netanyahu said, referring 
to his government “You 
will work to achieve your 
business profits. I am cer- 
tain you will find good 
partners...on the Arab side 
and I want to wish you 
success." 

Mr. Netanyahu also 
sought to allay Arab 
apprehensions, voiced 
after the first two regional 
economic conferences in 
Casablanca and Amman, 
that Israel sought econom- 
ic domination in the Mid- 
dle East. 

“I know there is always a 
fear in the Arab World that 
we aspire to some sort of 
economic colonisation." 
he said. “The natural 
development of the Israeli 
economy...is in the direc- 
tion of the Western 
economies and economic 
ties with the United States. 
Western Europe and 
Asia.""If you succeed in 
business, you’ve earned 
peace. And if you succeed 
in peace, you've earned 
business." he told the dele- 
gation. 


Israel’s Meridor seeks 
greater trade with Jordan 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
Finance Minister Dan 
Meridor said Monday that 
he was trying to case 
administrative trade barri- 
ers between Israel and Jor- 
dan and between the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Speaking at a seminar on 
Middle East business. Mr. 
Meridor said he wanted to 
allow Israeli and Jordanian 
tracks to travel to each 
other's countries. 

‘There are problems on 
the bridges (linking Jordan 
and Israel). I have heard 
from Israelis who want to 
trade with Jordan it takes 
too much time to go back- 
ro-back from lorry to lorry. 
1 am trying to ’get these 
things changed." he said. 

Mr. Meridor said he had 
raised the issue with securi- 
ty officials. 


With regard to the Pales- 
tinian self-rule areas. Mr. 
Meridor indicated he want- 
ed to do away with licences 
now required from Pales- 
tinians traveling between 
the West Bank and Guza. 

“I haw always found it 
very strange that a Palestin- 
ian can go from Nablus (in 
the West Bunk) to Tel Aviv 
without any problem hut he 
needs a licence to go to 
Gaza Mr. Meridor said. 

He also said he hud 
doubts about the effective- 
ness of the closure on the 
Palestinian* areas, which 
Israel imposed in February 
in the midst of suicide 
bombings by militants 
opposed to the peace 
process. 

On Sunday, thousands of 
Palestinian workers 

returned to their jobs in 


Israel when the Jewish stale 
eased the closure. 

Mr. Meridor called on 
Israeli industrialists not 
block imports from Jordan 
and Egypt. 

“I think it is the role o! the 
government to stop protect- 
ing industries and allow 
cheaper products in the 
country.” Mr. Meridor said. 
“We arc not competing but 
complementary markets." 

Mr. Meridor also 
expressed disappointment 
with the extent of Israel's 
trade relations with Eygpt 
and said much more 
progress had been made 
wiih Jordan. 

When .isked about oppo- 
sition in Jordan to doing 
husiness with Israel. Mr. 
Meridor replied: “1 don't 
think the situation is equal 
to the one in Egypt." 


REUTERS =# 


Hnu i 


The Business of Information 


Mnjor Currencies & Cross Rates 


Prices as «u 1 1/1 1/94 19:59 




if,™ 






US Dollar 

. 

1.4982 

0.6076 

1.2596 

111.14 

1.3337 

1511.80 

1.6802 

5.0678 

DE Mark 

0.6675 

. 

0.4051 

0.8411 

74.22 

0.8897 

1008.94 

1.1220 

3.3855 

CB SlcrllinR 

1.6458 

- ._ 

- 

2.0740 

183.02 

2.1950 

2486.91 

2.7639 

8.3365 

CH Franc 

0.7939 

116.87 

0.4817 

- 

88.22 

1.0575 

1199.27 

133.27 

4.0203 

JP Yen 

0.0090 

1.3463 

0.5456 

1.1326 

- 

1.1986 

13.59 

150.92 

4,5547 

CA Dollar 

0.7498 

1.1432 

0.4554 

0.6617 

1.20 


1145.17 

1.2815 

3.8621 

IT Ura 

0.0007 

0.9896 

0.4013 

0.0833 

1362.21 

0.6810 

- 

11.09 

3.3479 

NL Guilder 

0.5952 

B9.07 

0.3616 

75.04 

66.16 

0.7937 

900.02 

- 

3.0161 

FR Franc 

0.1973 

0.2954 

0.1198 

24.8511 

21.91 

0.2630 

33.12 

33.1200 

- 


Encrgv 


Mid- East Currencies 





1 




mm 


Brent i 

23.20 

23.30 


SA Rly -*l 

0.2666 

0.3996 

0 16204 

0.35613, 

29.6632 

W. Trial 

23.65 

23.55 


AE Dlrliam 

0.2723 

0.40808 

0. 1 6545 

0.34339 1 

30.2957 

Bony 

23JZ0 

23-30 


KW Dinar 

3.3506 

5.0226 

2.03625 

4.22C54 

372.858 

Dubai 

21.00 

20-46 


BH Dinar 

0.3770 

3.97614 

1.61186 

3J456 

295.159 

ULCas 

224.00 

217.00 


CY Pound 

2.1783 

3.2631 

1.3229 

2.7451 

242.118 


Metal Price* 


Currency Deposit Rales (Bid) 




B3IS3B 

GnM («*’») 

380.6 

381.1 

StlWrfW*)' 1 

f ».86- 

4.88 ■' 

Platinum (ca’s) 

385.75 

386.75 

AL (3 Months) 

* 1450 

1451 

CU (3 Month*} 

2010 

2012 

Zinc P Mnnthi) 

1059 

1060 

Lead (3 Month]) 

732 

733 

NT p Monthi) 

7190 

7200 

Energy 



ColTcc (c/1 hi) 

124.17 

Cocoa (S/ton) 

1350 

Sugar tS/tnn) 

31Z8 

Wheat (S/(on) 

144 

Soya (cTIhs) 

21.69 

Tea (»lR(kg) 

118 

Bark) 1 (S/li'h) 

2.14 

Rice (5/inn) 

470 


Period -1- -3- -6- -9 

C’ney Worth,. Month® Months Mon 


USD 

GBP 

JPY 

DEM 

FRF 

CHF 

1TL 


5.28 

5.35 

5.40 

5.47 

5.65 

6.12 

6.31 

6.50 

6.68 

6.68 

0.34 

0.33 

0.40 

0.56 

0.65 

3.00 

3.05 

3.06 

3.12 

3.1 B 

3.27 

3.38 

3.48 

3.52 

3.48 

1.57 

1.82 

1.82 

1.81 

1.96 

7.70 

7.47 

7.23 

7.03 

6.89 


* JOD Cross Rates 


/ Delivery . 





K2H 

US Dollar 

0.708 

0.710 

GB Srcrillnj; 

1.1658 

1.1717 

DE Mark 

0.4705 

0.4729 

Cli Franc 

0.5596 

0.5624 

FR Franc 

0.1389 

0.1396 

JP Yen 

0.634 

0.6372 

NL Guilder 

0.4197 

0.4218 

JT Ura 

0,4669 

0A692 


Hunt nf Jordan. 


Peanuts 



THERE^S NOTHING MORE 
IRRITATING THAN A LASS 
WITH LESS IMTELUGCNCe 
AND/WRE SENSE THAN 
you NAVE 
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horoscope 
forecast for 

TUESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 12, 1996 


By Thomas S. Pierson. 
Astrologer. Carrol I 
Right er Foundation 


ARIES: (March 21 to 
April 19) Get yourself 
better coordinated today 
otherwise you can dash 
from one thing to another 
and accomplish practical- 
ly nothing which could 
put you two steps back 
instead of forward which 
is the direction vou desire. 
TAURUS: (April 20 to 
May 20) You may not be 
satisfied with financial 
and property matters at 
this time, however do not 
make any radical changes 
as yet or you could find 
some difficulties present 
This tuning should be 
spent relaxing at home. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to 
June 21) Be more perse- 
vering today and improve 
your business and person- 
al affairs. Don’t get 
annoyed because allies 
may break promises since 
gening annoyed doesn't 
do you any good and 
could cause difficulties in 
the davs ahead. 

MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) You 
may find many a stum- 
bling block in the path of 
your progress today so 
use patience and get one 
task completed at a time. 
Later this evening you can 
spend some quality time 
with friends and loved 
ones for some fun. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 
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usually enjoy may seem 
dull today, so take the 
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find that those who bad 
•promised to assist you 
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rn.iu n>ni>oi> cn nunii d » 


may renege, so await a 
better time for this. Latet . .... 

this evening will be good rr,im * ;er 4'Keu ali te 
for going out on the town ■w^err-ir.er-! r.siiiutions r 
with your close friends ^ ^P 1 in and lim 

and have some fun. 'rftcommendar:, n • :r.e minister ( 
LIBRA: (September 23 ^ 'ijlue • renders awa 
to October 22) You want- flJ ^ g : nirlti 
to make the acquaintance -'Madadiu. direct, t ?he go\ei 
of interesting personali- “» the prime m-n: tier's requ 
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that there will be a close aE^e, Hi dial' rate 
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want to run away from _ 
your responsibilities ... 
today, however this could 
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fun. 

SAGITTARIUS: (No- 

vember 22 to December 
2 1 > Fellow associates are 
too busy with own affairs 
! today to give you the Iwlp-' 

‘ ing hand” you had expect- 
ed. Have more faith in 
; your loved ones and stick , 
j by any decision which is A 
made at this rime by them. "'A , 

} CAPRICORN: (Decern- V 
her 22 to January 20) Get 
your duties well organised' 
today so that you handle > 

them very efficiently. Ger j/'pOme jfg . — 

much completed at this to eat C 

time and you can gel the but DOt hot 

recognition of some big- 
wig conceming some new j 

! AQUARIUS: (January' 21 » That scrambl 

to February 19) You are : ‘ 
pulled in various direc- 'o 

lions today when you 
want to have recreation. 
so plan your time wisely. 

Later tonight will be good 
for your and your loved 
ones if you spend 
lime at "home and just 
relax. 

PISCES: (February 20 
March 20) Something ta> : vjs %l 
arisen at your home today 
which you don’t quile 
know how in handle, how- 
ever keep cheerful. This\^^ 
evening you can spend 
quality' 


some quality rime with 
dose friends and have 
some fun out on the town. 


Birthstone of Novem- 
ber: Topaz — Tiger's 
Eye. 
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Jordan agrees to sell Iraq 
additional goods worth $35m 


5VS'> 


By Maria Bizri 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — Jordan has 
agreed to a request by sanc- 
uons-hit Iraq for a 535 mil- 
lion worth of urgently need- 
ed goods, an official state- 
smen: said Monday. 

The agreement came after 
Sunday’s bilateral talks in 
Amman between Taba Mo- 
hidein Marouf, the second 


deputy to the Iraqi presi- 
dent . and Higher Education 
Minister Abdullah Ensour, 
and Transport Minister 
Nasser Lawzi. 

The senior Iraqi official 
discussed with the Jordan- 
ian ministers the future eco- 
nomic cooperation between 
the two countries. 

Jordan’s Industry and Tr- 
ade Minister Ali AbuJ Ra- 
gheb informed his Iraqi 
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Saudis buying massive numbers 
of Jordanian cattle 


** ACCORDING TO a member of the Lower House, 
wide-ranging operations of cattle exports are taking place 
from Jordan to Saudi Arabia through different locations 
on the border between the two countries. The deputy said 
that since the decision to open the door for Jordanian cat- 
tle exports and imports from abroad, lens of lorries are 
seen daily loaded with sheep which are bought by Saud- 
is through Jordanian middlemen. He pointed out that the 
export operations are more intense from the eastern areas 
but other deals are also taking place in the southern 
regions. 

The deputy estimated the volume of exports in hun- 
dreds of thousands of sheep noting that the emphasis was 
011 ewes which Jordan has allowed their export although 
many countries, even those with large number of ewes, 
have banned their expon. Expressing his worries of los- 
ing a big portion of animal wealth, he said that the cattle 
export has reached about 30 per cent of the total number 
of sheep in the Kingdom. 

He blamed higher fodder prices and the inability of Jor- 
danian cattle-breeders to buy the animal feed for the high 
volume of exports. The deputy said each head of cattle 
needed between JD 5 and JD 6 worth of feed each month 
taking the animal cost to between JD 60 and JD 70. 

The deputy attributed the high Saudi demand to pur- 
chase Jordanian cattle to the low prices at present as the 
price per head ranges between JD 30 and JD 80 which is 
one third of the normal price at this time of the year. The 
price was between JD 80 and JD 1 50 in the past (AI Dus- 
tour). 


Premier discourages retendering 


. 1 • 


**.THE PRIME minister has asked all tenders’ commit- 
lees at various government institutions not to resort jto 
itfendering except, in necessary and limited -cases and 
upon the recommendation of the minister of public works 
and housing. The value of tenders awarded this year 
amounted to JD 93 million. 

Nasser Madadha, director of the government tenders 
department, said the prime minister's request was in light 
of statistics compiled by the follow-up personnel at the 
department and as a result of increased reliance on 
retendering processes. He noted that retendering proce- 
dures were time-consuming and causing delays that lead 
to non-utilisation of amounts allocated for projects in the- 
budgets of many government departments. 

Mr. Madadha stressed that retendering procedures 
cause chaos in sectoral and national plans and result in 
losing opportunities for providing or allocating Financial 
allocations based on loans, grants or local resources (Al 
Dustour). 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



*How come it’s okay to eat cold pizza 
• for breakfast, but not hot pizza?" 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
e by Henri Arnold and Mika Arabian 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one latter to each square, to farm 
bur ordinary words. 
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Sell 20.000 
* shares at 50 
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WHAT THE 
WELL-MUSCLEP 
0POKEF2 LIKEP 
TO EXERCISE. 


Now arrange ihe circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by tbs above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 

tatanWs I Jumbles: TRIPE MOSSY OMELET EYEFUL 
I Answer Why Ihe abMrttnWed 

oW computer to work - TOO LITTLE McMOmr^ 


counterpart, Mohammad 
Mehdi Saleh, of Amman's 
decision to export vegetable 
oil, detergents, soap and 
fertiliser to Baghdad. 

The $35 million were in 
addition to a 1996 trade 
protocol under which Jor- 
dan has supplied Baghdad 
with $200 million worth of 
food and medicine exempt- 
ed from stringent U.N. 
trade sanctions imposed on 
Iraq for its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Jordanian officials also 
stated that the $35 million 
will be allocated to ensure 
the continuity of Jordanian 
goods to the Iraqi market 
for the rest of the year, and 
that the sum will be covered 
by the 1997 protocol. 
According to a Reuter re- 
port, Jordanian business- 
men said Iraq, hit by delays 
to a $2 billion oii-for-food 


deal, has been seeking an 
increase of around $50 mil- 
lion in next year's protocol 
with Jordan. 

Under the 1996 accord, 
over $200 million was 
deposited in an account at 
Jordan’s Central Bank to 
pay Jordanian firms for 
exports of food and medi- 
cine to Iraq. In return, Jor- 
dan has received around 
70,000 barrels of low- 
priced Iraqi oil per day. 

According to Reuter. Jor- 
dan slashed the volume of 
the protocol with Iraq this 
year from around $400 mil- 
lion in 1995. Jordanian offi- 
cials also said that Jordan is 
unwilling to increase the 
protocol agreement in 1997 
because “the system of pay- 
ment for Jordanian firms 
drains valuable foreign cur- 
rency reserves from the 
Central Bank." 


Egypt launches drive to lure wary Asian investors 


CAIRO (AFP} — Egypt- 
ian leaders are hoping to 
reap the rewards of five 
years of tough economic 
policies by" convincing 
Asian investors the coun- 
try has the potential to 
become the economic 
powerhouse of the Mid- 
dle East. 

Launching a campaign 
to boost Asian invest- 


ments in Egypt from the ■ 
ode 


current modest figure of 
around $400 million, 
assistant foreign affaire 
minister Sayed Abu Zeid 
said the country offered 
opportunities “compara- 
ble with any in the 
world.” 

Addressing an Asian- 
Egyptian trade seminar in 
Cairo on Sunday, Mr. Abu 
Zeid said the country's 
economy had been trans- 
formed by a wave of 
International Monetary 
Fund reforms implement- 
ed since 1991. 

“The liberalisation of 
foreign exchange, the 


reform of monetary poli- 
cy, the series of privatisa- 
tions, the reduction of 
customs tariffs, the reduc- 
tion of the public deficit 
(...} al! these measures 
have created a very good 
atmosphere for foreign 
investment." he said. 

"We need more dia- 
logue with our Asian part- 
ners and more marketing, 
but Egypt has great poten- 
tial for Asian" investors," 
said Mr. Abu Zeid on the 
eve of the third Middle 
East and North Africa 
regional economic con- 
ference in Cairo. 


ki Motor Corp. 

"At the moment we 
have 50.000 workers 
there and in a few years 
that will have doubled 10 
100,000. It shows how far 


we can go to compete 
with the investment 


opportunities offered by 
other countries," he said. 


These sentiments were 
echoed by Abd Al Mon- 
eim Saoudi, president of 
Suzuki EgypL 
Mr. Saouai pointed ■ to 
the Oct. 6 industrial com- 
plex outside Cairo which 
already has between 400 
and 500 factories, includ- 
ing multinationals' such 
as Xerox Corp., Nissan 
Motor Co. Ltd. and Suzu- 


However, he called for 
more market research and 
marketing by Egyptian 
companies in the Far East 
and said it was vital for 
Egyptian and Japanese 
companies to get involved 
in joint infrastructure pro- 
jects. 

While Egyptian exports 
to Asia rose more than 
600 per cent between 
1980 and 1995 from $79 
million to $503 million, 
the country's imports 
from Asia during the 
same period soared from 
S22S million to $2,512 
million. 

What is more, Egypt has 
yet to make a large 


impression on the key 
Asian market of Japan — 
exporting just $86 million 
worth ot goods there last 
year. 

Yoshiki Hatanaka, a 
senior researcher at the 
Japanese Institute of 
International Economy, 
blamed the reluctance of 
Japanese and other Asian 
businesses to invest heav- 


ily in Egypt on major 
competition from other 
markets, and the political 


instability of the Middle- 
East. 

“Investors will go where 
they get the best return 
and while labour costs are 
obviously cheap in Egypt, 
there is a lack of infra- 
structure," he said. 


"The general perception 
among Asian business- 
men is that the region 
needs time to create peace 
... the investors are inter- 
ested, but they want to 
wait and see what hap- 
pens,” he added. 
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PAST 12 
HIGH 

MONTHS 

LOW 

COMPANY’S NAME 

P/E 


orv. 

NO. 

OF 

TRANS. 

NO. OF 
SHARES 

VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 

OPEN 

PRICE 

CLOSE 

PRICE 

CHANGE 


1.2S0 

.880 

MID. EAST XNV.BK. 

72.3 


0.00 

85 

83350 

90492 

1.05 

1.10 



5.250 

4.250 

THE HOUSING BX. 

13.0 


2.85 

2 

1600 

7760 

4.90 

4 .15 

.05- 


3.040 

2.450 

JOR. KUWAIT BANK 

18.3 


0.00 

4 

451 

1139 

2.55 

2.52 

.03- 


1.200 

.*90 

JOR. GOLF BANK 

5.3 


7.87 

4 

5000 

4450 

.89 

.89 



3.800 

3.000 

JOR. INV.EIN. HANK 

17.3 


0,00 

1 

250 

800 

3.20 

3.20 



3.380 

1.800 

BEIT.AL-MAL (BEITNA) 

1.2 


8.11 

1 

100 - 

185 

1.80 

1.85 

.05* 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS INDEXi 188.54 *CHG: 

-0. 

07 

98 

90754 

104834 





2.910 

1.840 

JOR FRENCH I If SDR. 

5.3 


10.64 

3 

850 

1596 

1.92 

i.ea 

.04- 


INSURANCE SECTOR 

TOTALS ISC LX: 118.43 *CEC: 

-0 

21 

3 

850 

1596 





1.900 

1.450 

JOS. ELECTRIC PVR. 

11.0 


7. 55 

3 

1060 

1685 

1.58 

1.59 

.01* 


9.250 

8.000 

JOR. HOTEL TOURISM 

17.2 


2.06 

3 

1937 

15496 

8.00 

a. co 



6.950 

6.000 

VHCLS. OWNERS FED. 

10.9 


5.65 

2 

1512 

9299 

6.15 

6.15 

- 


2.800 

2.090 

SHIPPING LINES 

10.6 


7.94 

2 

100 

252 

2.55 

2. 52 

.03- 


1.970 

l.OBO 

SAIL. PORTFOLIO 

9 


0.00 

8 

1450 

1648 

1.12 

1.14 

.02+ 


1.050 

.880 

REAL ESTATE INV. 

19.8 


4.19 

1 

1000 

890 

.90 

.89 

.01- 


1.260 

. 590 

JORDAN INTL.TRAD. 

32.3 


O.CO 

4 

1250 

783 

.62 

.63 

.01* 


1.270 

.960 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

9 


0.00 

12 

3500 

3664 

1.06 

1.04 

.02- 


2.430 

1.700 

UNIFIED CO. 

8.9 


5.88 

3 

500 

650 

1.70 

1.70 

- 


SERVICE 

SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.29 *CHGx 

— 0. 

06 

37 

12309 

34565 





3.770 

3.060 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

18.9 


3.03 

11 

3309 

10895 

3.30 

3.30 

_ 


3.550 

2.710 

JOR. PHOSPHATE MINES 

32.8 


0.00 

4 

1103 

3358 

3.05 

3.05 

— 


10.550 

6.720 

JOR. PETROL. RSF INARY 

9.3 


8.71 

. 7 

338 

3098 

5.15 

9.18 

.03* 


3.750 

1.650 

INDUSTRIAL COMK.AGR. 

28.2 


0.00 

2 

62 

129 

2.10 

2.10 

- 


4.870 

3.300 

ARAB PEARM. HAN'T. 

17.5 


6.27 

6 

1169 

3732 

3.18 

3.15 

.01+ 


6.450 

5.650 

JOR. CERAMIC IND. 

7.5 


4.17 

1 

200 

1200 

6.00 

6.00 

- 


8.000 

4.250 

DAR AID AHA DV. INV. 

12.2 


4.49 

ID 

2714 

12097 

4.55 

4.45 

.10- 


5.800 

3.130 

ARAB ALTM.IKD. 

8.4 


8.82 

2 

112 

380 

3.43 

3.40 

.03- 


.960 

.450 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

9 


0.00 

50 

56000 

30735 

.54 

.57 

.03+ 


1.090 

.550 

NATIONAL INES. 

8.3 


10.71 

1 

250 

140 

.55 

.56 

.01+ 


1.840 

.940 

INTERNED . PETRO . CHEM . 

9 


0.00 

9 

3200 

3114 

.96 

.98 

.02+ 


4.250 . 

2.350 

KATL. CABLE>|nSE . MFAC 

14.0 


0.00 

2 

• .200 

: 460 

.2.42 

2.30 

.12- 


1.350 

1.770 

tOR. SULPB9-CHEM 

9 


0.00 

. 3 ■ 

1000, 

780 . 

.82 

.78 

.04- 


1.920 

1.080 

ARAB PBAHH-CEEM. 

22.1 


0.00 

5 

1250 

1465 

1.16 

i.:a 

.02+ 


3.280 

1.460 

UNIV. MOD N. IND S. 

4.6 


13.16 

23 

12500 

1B766 

1.47 

1.52 

.05+ 


2.100 

1.140 

JOR. ZNDS . RESOURCES 

17.6 


0.00 

28 

26850 

37534 

1.38 

1.4J 

.02+ 


2.580 

.890 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

24.2 


0.00 

3 

500 

445 

.89 

• e-J 

— 


2.460 

1.750 

EL -2AY READY WEAR 

P 


o.oo 

1 

1000 

1850 

1.86 

1.R3 

.01- 


1.460 

•1.080 

INTL. TOBACCO 

25.6 


0.00 

2 

600 

654 

1.09 

1.J9 

— 


1.990 

.960 

UNION CB. A VEG. 

24.1 


0.00 

5 

2750 

2643 

.96 

.58 

.02+ 


IMDBSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS INDEX: 110.31 *CHG: 

-0.05 

176 

115132 

133524 




GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 147.54 *CHG: 

-0.06 

314 

219045 

274518 







PARALLEL 

market share 

PRICE 

LIST FOR 

MONDAY 

11/11/1996 





.790 

.440 

CENTRAL GEN. STORAGE 

32.5 


0.00 

14 

11150 

6244 

.53 

.56 

.03+ 

♦ 

.0CO 

.550 

JOR. TRADE FAC. 

14.4 


0.00 

4 

1100 

594 

.55 

.54 

.01- 


.930 

.700 

union TNV. 50* 

9 


0.00 

9 

13450 

2690 

.71 

.70 

.01- 

♦ 

1.110 

.450 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

9 


0.00 

26 

22450 

9993 

.46 

.44 

.02- 

M 

.950 

.710 

AL-DAHLIYAH 75* 

16.0 


0.00 

8 

5085 

2326 

.71 

.71 

- 


.640 

.340 

JOR . ISD S . MATCH- JEMCO 

9 


0.00 

2 

500 

175 

.37 

.35 

.02- 


.870 

.510 

ARAB FOOD & MED. 

E 


0.00 

4 

900 

549 

.62 

.61 

.01- 


1.760 

1.320 

NATL. CHLORINE 

S 


0.00 

3 

1000 

1320 

1.33 

1.32 

.01- 


.70 0 

.450 

ARAB INTL. INV. ERD. 

9 


0.00 

3 

15500 

7745 

.51 

.49 

.02- 


1.000 

.520 

NATL. TEXTILE 

9 


0.00 

1 

1000 

590 

.60 

.59 

.01- 

N 

1.100 

.480 

NATL. MULT. ENG. NAMI CO 

E 


0.00 

7 

15572 

7475 

.49 

.48 

.01- 


1.080 

.750 

JORDAN STEEL 

E 


0.00 

10 

14900 

11175 

.76 

.75 

.01- 


.780 

.430 

ARAB ELECT. INDS. 

P 


0.00 

1 

100 

49 

.49 

.49 

— 


.840 

.600 

RAZI RHARK. 65* 

E 


0.00 

1 

200 

52 

.60 

.61 

.01+ 


.830 

.420 

INDS. ENG. 

25.9 


0.00 

10 

7600 

3192 

■ 43 

.42 

.01- 


1.430 

.770 

INDS. CERAMIC 

E 


0.00 

3 

2500 

1950 

.79 

. -8 

.01- 

N 

.950 

.800 

ARAB I NT. TOOD FACT. 

56.2 


0.00 

5 

12200 

9760 

.80 

.-0 

— 

N 

1.500 

.530 

MID. EAST COMPLEX 

7.9 


0.00 

13 

118000 

79135 

.68 

.67 

.01- 

GRAND TOTAL 






124 

243207 

145013 

— L 




+ : Hew 12 oonthe low 
N : Limed daring eke put 12 soontha 
P : p/E ratio Lb 100 or more 
g : negative p/E 

2 : Earning is zero or R/A for the most recent yea 


Israeli arms exports 
reach $1.5b per year 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — 
Israeli arms expons are 
currently running at $1.5 
billion a year, according 
to the outgoing director 
general of the defence 
ministry, officials 

sources said Saturday. 

Reserve General David 
Ivry told a meeting of 
senior officials at the 


guns and Gaiil assault 
rifles, Israel also manu- 
factures Merkava tanks, 
sea-to-sea Gabriel mis- 
siles, missile-launchinr 
patrol boats, radar equip- 
ment and reconnaissance 
drones used by the 
American and French 
armed forces. 


ministry that exports had 
risen to $1 .5 billion from 


$700 million when he 
took the top defence 
ministry job just over 10 
years ago. the officials 
added. 


He said that "since the 
start of the Middle East 
peace process, Israel has 
reinforced military coop- 
eration with a number of 
countries ' including 
France. Britain. Turkey 
and Jordan,” they said. ' 
As well as Uzi machine 


According to foreig;* 
sources, the main mar- 
kets for Israel's weapon-, 
are Latin America, thc 
Far East (especially Tai- 
wan), and former com- 
munist bloc countries 
such as Poland ami 
Romania. 

The U.S. gives Israel 
$1.8 billion a year in 
military aid, and the twn 
armed forces have a 
number of joint projects 
— notably the develop- 
ment of the anti-missile 
Hetz missile 


AJRAMEX International 
sponsors exhibition 


ARAMEX. the international express, cargo and distribution 
company is the official sponsor and freight forwarder of the 
first Jordanian products exhibition in Ramallah in the Pales- 
tinian National Authority (PNA). The exhibition, which is 
held Nov. 6-14, features a variety of products made in Jor- 
dan. “We encourage Jordanian industiy and are proud to be 
the sponsors of this exhibition." said Osama Fanaleh, 
ARAMEX Jordan country manager. ARAMEX will handle 
all the freight forwarding for the~exhibited products. It will 
draw on its experience in handling express, cargo and logis- 
tics services between Jordan anddie PNA. “We have expe- 
rience in the West Bank market since 1987 and have been 
performing courier and freight services for two years 
there" said Mr. Fattaleh. With offices in Jerusalem, Ramal- 
lah. Nablus .and Gaza, ARAMEX offers complete service 
solutions to individuals and businesses in the PNA and 
occupied West Bank. 
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DA J AN! 

JEWELLERS 


World gems, hand made In Jordan in 18 & 21 k. gold. 
A truly unique shop. 


Outstanding designs. 




FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 190 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
Fax: 810520 > 


STUDIO HAIG 


Professional Quality] in 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 


• JUMBO pko tm 
30% 


* Free enfarge* 
20 x 30 cm 


Shmeisani -a Opp. Grintflayi 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefkh tef: 823891 


FOR 

RENT 

FLATS 
VILLAS 



G SERVICES 


BYBLOS 

829882-829883 




REAL C S TATE 


FOR 
I RENT 

I Deluxe Villas 


1 Deluxe Villas 

!-0 L- 

■) Appanmcnis 
in Amman 


For details please call 

Tel . 864230 
Fax. 864231 


r 


'k'k'k 



***■ 


OLVmPIA 


HOTEL APARTMENTS 


THE IDEAL ADDRESS 
FOR EMBASSIES. 
EXPATRIATES & FAMILIES 


SINCE 19SS 


{ SPECIAL PRICES 
IFOR LONGTERM - STAY, 




-ABDOUN- 

TEL. 810150. FAX 8271 L 



(A 

■ . ■ . 1 l 

V- #, ‘ 


Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Culeine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30 - 1 1 :3Q 
Located in Amman 
Financial District 
Shmeisani 

Tel.: 662441 / 606281 
Free Vallet Parking 
Reservation Required 



FOR RENT 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL 
REAL ESTATE 


A 


TEL : 699369 

FAX : 704414 


pafaavtie . 

Sottfi* & SateuU (tyt 


OPEN DAILY FROM 
10 A*M - 1 
Tel. 5537199 
Fax 898537 


Umm Uthainn 
behind San Rode 
Hotel 


CROWTi HOTEL 


- INDOOR HtflIED 
SWIMMING POOL 
SRUNB , JACUZZI 

0 MRSSRGE 
FITNESS ROOM* 

riNNIS 0 SQUASH. 

COURTS 

TEL 758180 
RROiQ&TU STATION RD.I 




RedJt nuncutt 


Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
s* Sushi 


For Res. 312997 - 8141 18 
Mecca St. Daoud Center. 
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Hingis humiliates Seles 
to take Oakland title 


OAKLAND (AFP) — 
Sixteen-year-old Swiss, sen- 
' sation Martina Hingis need- 
ed just 52 minutes to rout 
world number-two Monica 
Seles 6-2, 6-0, here Sunday 
in the final of the Oakland 
WTA evenL 

“Seven years ago, I was 
nine and I would see her on 
television," Hingis said of 
Seles. 

“Now l had her in front of 
me and I beat her. It was 
like a dream coming true." 

Hingis, ranked seventh in 
the world, picked up a win- 
ner’s cheque for $79,000 
and collected her second 
WTA title of the year. 

She also won in 
Filderstadt last month. 

“Today I bad an almost 
perfect match. Everything 
worked well.” Hingis said 
after winning what was her 
first-ever dash with Seles. 

“It was much closer than 
what the score shows.” 

Hingis made it clear that 
her next aim is to win a 
Grand Slam crown — start- 
ing with January's 
Australian Open. 

“Now J would like to win 
a grand slam tournament." 
she said. 

“Thai could be next year.” 

Seles, who had been bid- 
ding for her sixth title of the 
year at the $450,000 event, 
still earned enough points 
by reaching the final to 
ensure she will return to 
being joint world number- 
one with Steffi Graf when 


Real, Deportivo 
squander chance 
to catch Barcelona 



Martina Hingis 


the new rankings are pub- 
lished on Monday. 

Until last week. Seles had 
shared the top spot with the 
German since returning to 
tennis after her long lay-off 
after being stabbed on 
court. 

Seles and Hingis both lost 
in the semi-finals in 
Chicago last week and the 
Oakland match was their 
final tuneup for the WTA 


championship. which 
begins in New York from 
November 18. 

Seles was seeking her 
third title here but won only 
one game after holding her 
first serve. 

“I pushed her to make 
mistakes." Hingis claimed, 
adding: “Monica told, me 
today I was the better play- 
er and my tennis was 
incredible." 


MADRID 00. — 

Barcelona - ~ maintained 
didir two-point lead in the 
Spanish first division 
against the odds after both 
Real Madrid and 
Deportivo Coruna were 
held to goalless home 
draws on Sunday. 

Barcelona have 28 
points from 12 games after 
drawing 3-3 in a thrilling 
game with Atletico 
Madrid on Saturday. 

Real’s performance 
against struggling 

Logrones drew whistles 
from fans who had come 
to the Santiago Bemabeu 
Stadium hoping for a goal 
avalanche against a team 
who had lost 8-0 and 6-0 
in their last two away 
games. 

Real chairman Lorenzo 
Sanz responded by saying 
that he would talk to coach 
Fabio Capello about tac- 
tics. 

“It was bad...I will tell 
Capello that the Spanish 
league is different from 
the Italian, and that the 
fans want something more 
than just results.” said 
Sanz after seeing Real's 
second consecutive goal- 
less draw at home. 

Capello, who won the 
European Cup while at AC 
Milan, said that he was 


'tranquil', but recognised 
that ne was looking for 


Holyfield turns heavyweight division 


on its head as Tyson talks of rematch 


LAS VEGAS (AFP) — 
Mike Tyson was still grog- 
gy from his beating at the 
hands ' of Evander 
H6lyfield‘vW-«‘ffe ’started 
‘talking abou! '^rematch;- ■ 
L.The formeii-undisputed 
■world heavyweight cham- 


pion relinquished his 
World Boxing 


World Boxing 

Association (WBA) title 
to Holyfield on Saturday 
night in the biggest upset 
in boxing — since the last 
time Tyson lost. 

That was to James 
■“Buster” Douglas in 1990, 
a defeat, that paved the 
way for Holyfield 's first 
accession to the champi- 
onship. 

TVson was knocked 
down in the sixth round by 
Holyfield and took a beat- 
ing in the 10th before the 
referee stopped the fight 
in the JIth. with Tyson 
dazed and rubber-legged. 
The former champ imme- 
diately said he wanted 
another shot at Holyfield. 

Promoter Don King 
quickly picked up that 
refrain. 

“Don't write Mike 
Tyson off yet," King said. 
“We are going to dance 


again. We are going to see 
if we can put together the 


if we can put together the 
greatest rematch in the 
history of boxing.” 

Tyson earned S30 mil- 
lion for the fight while 
Holyfield received $11 
million . In a rematch 
Holyfield could approach 
a $30 million purse. 

Not that Tyson and 
Holyfield have" only each 
other to look forward to in 
the crowded heavyweight 
■division. 

Two other world heavy- 
weight title fights were on 
the Tyson-HoJyfield 
undercard. 

American Michael 
Moorer retained his 
International Boxing 
Federation (IBF) title 
when he stopped South 
African Francois Botha, 
and England's Henry 
Akinwande retained his 



Mike Tyson covers his injured eye during a press conference (Reuters photo) 


lightly regarded World 
Boxing Organization 

(WBO) crown with a vic- 
tory over U.S. -based 
Russian Alexander 
Zolkin. 

The vacant World 
Boxing Council (WBC) 
title will be up for grabs in 
January, when England's 
Lennox Lewis will fight 
Oliver McCall in 
Nashville. Tennessee. 

Until Saturday, it looked 
like all roads to a unified 
title would eventually lead 


to Tyson. 

Since serving three years 
of a six-year poison sen- 
tence for rape. Tyson had 
easily disposed of four 
lightly regarded oppo- 
nents and won back two 
world titles. 

King had reportedly 
already lined up a Tyson- 
Moorer bout for March. 

Tyson's , loss to 
Holyfield, thought by 
many to be past his prime 
at 34, may be harder to 
recover from than his 


defeat by Douglas. 

Tyson has always main- 
tained he was iD-prcpared 
for that fight, but he has 
no such excuse this time 
around. 

Nevertheless. Tyson said 
he would be back. 

“This is not a tragedy,” 
he said. “Everyone loses. 
People lose fights and 


people lose in life. People 
lose loved cues. It’s how 


lose loved cues. It’s how 
you come back that 
defines what kind Of per- 
son you are.” 


Enqvist 

clinches 


Stockholm 


title 


.?i;nuP'- 


STOCKHOLM (R) — 
Sweden's top player 
Thomas Enqvist won his 
second tournament in eight 
days by retaining his 
Stockholm Open title with 
a 7-5 6-4 7-6 (7-0) victory 
over American Todd 
Martin on Sunday. 

Third seed Enqvist. who 
won the Paris Open last 
Sunday, defeated second 
seed Martin in a 128- 
minute battle by racing 
through the final set tie- 
break. 

The victory also secured 
Enqvist, 22, the reserve 
berth at the ATP Tour 
World Championship, the 
world’s most lucrative ten- 
nis tournament which starts 
in Hanover on November 
19. 

ATP spokesman Benito 
Perez-Barbadillo said 
Enqvist's triumph put him 
ahead of South African 
Wayne Ferreira, a first 
round loser/ for the reserve 
place in the event which 
brings together the world's 
top eight players for a top 
prize of up to $1.4 million. 

Just attending as reserve 
is worth $40,000 , but 
Enqvist said going as 
reserve was not the same as 
being one of die top eight. 

Enqvist, who also won in 
Delhi earlier this year, will 
lead his country against 
France in the Davis Cup in 
Malmo late this month. 

The win capped a season 
which for Eoqvist began 
indifferently but ended on a 
high. 

“I moved really well on 
the court and that is the Hg 
key to beating Martin,” 
Enqvist said. “I played well 
and I think be didn't play 
his best. He can play better 
than this.” 


CINEMA TEL-634144 X/ 

PHILADELPHIA / 1 


CINEMA 


TEb699S5® 

PLAZA 


: CINEMA 


CONCORD - 


Philadelphia 1 jj Leslie Nelson ... in 

Tom Cruise ... in j| QDV HARD 

MISSION IMPOSSIBLE! b "L7£J U 

Shows: 1230. 3:30, 6 : 1 5 . 8:30. 10:30 | 

Philadelphia 2 jj 

SABRINA '[Shows: 12:30. 3:15. 530, 630, 830. 1030 

Shows: 1 2:30. 3:30. 6:1 5 . 8:30. 1 0:30 j 1 


CONCORD “1 


■■ *=§ 


SPY HARD 

(in Dolby stereo) 


INDEPENDENCE DAY 

(In Dolby stereo) 


Shows: 12:30, 330, 6:00, 8:15, 10:45 


CONCORD "V 

DISCLOSURE 

Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:16, 10:30 


Ivanisevic beats Kafelnikov , 0 ts edg e 

c ir . I 


to take Kremlin Cup 


MOSCOW (R) — Goran Ivanisevic over- 

. J XT n 


second, which will be within his grasp if jjg 

iiiaII In A j TP WnrM Ch^nYmnnrLi- _ 


reinforcements for his 
multi-billion peseta squad. 

Real stay second on goal 
difference from 

Deportivo, who had the 
best of their 0-0 draw with 
Tenerife despite having 
French striker Mickael 
Madar was sent off in die 
15th minute for an off-the- 
ball foul on Cesar 
Sanchez. 

Real Beds restarted their 
challenge by coming from 
behind to beat Real 
Sociedad 2-1, and move 
up to fourth ahead of 
Monday’s game between 
Valladolid and sporting 
Gijon- 

Athletic Bilbao climbed 
to seventh behind Atletico 
with a 2-0 win over 
Valencia in which interna- 
tional striker Julen 
Guerrero was again the 
principal figure for the 
Basques. / 

Zaragoza shared the 
points with fellow strag- 
glers Hercules in a 1-1 
draw between two teams 
who sacked their man- 
agers on Thursday. 

Compostela moved 
away from the danger area 
with a 2-1 victory at Celta 
Vigo, their third triumph 
in the Galician Derby in as 
many seasons in the first 
division. 


partisan crowd to lift Moscow’s Kremlin 
Cup with a 3-6 6-1 6-3 win in a scrappy final 
on Sunday. 

It .was the Russian's- second unhappy final 
in a week, he went down to Swede Thomas 
Enqvist at the Paris Open last Sunday. 

The big-serving Croat, ranked fourth in the 
world, acknowledged he had been helped by 
the third-ranked Russian's mistakes, includ- 
ing three double faults in the final game. 

“I played better in what was not a great 
game,” Ivanisevic said. In fact, both players 
made eight double faults but Ivanisevic 
served more than 20 aces, nearly four times 
Kafelnikov's tally. 

Ivanisevic, his hair tied up in an elaborate, 
forward-pointing pony-tail, said he was set- 
ting his sights on finishing the season ranked 


beginning in Hanover on November 19.- 

He complained that the 18,000 home 
crowd at Moscow’s Olympic arena not poly 
rallied constantly behind Kafelnikov- but 
whistled as the Croat was playing, creating 
the atmosphere of a Davis Cup tie rather 
than an ATP tournament. 

“They can support him but not like fr at,” 
Ivanisevic said. 

Kafelnikov took the first set after breaking 
Ivanisevic’s serve in the ninth game. 

But Ivanisevic broke the Russian twice.in 
the second set to race to a 5-0 lead. In.tbe 
third, Kafelnikov looked tired. . 

“I did all I could but, forgive me, Goran 
was just a bit too good today,” Kafelnikov 
told the crowd. 
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San Francisco 49ers’ wide receiver Terrell Owens (R) shoots his approval to fellow 
wide receiver Iheanyi Uwaezuoke after Uwaezuoke scored on a 15-yard touchdown 
pass from quarterback Steve Young in the first quarter of the game against the Dallas 
Cowboys at 3Com Park (Reuters photo) . . . 
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Cowboys claw their way . tfOELES (R> — Ange 

. • , :*$ helped turn the from 

to overtime win over 49ers 

: a inspired third- shoot 
:m (hat erased a 1 9- Mo< 


SAN. FRANCISCO (R) - 
The San Francisco 49ers 
[Steyc 

Young, lost a late lead and 
then lost the game as the 
Dallas Cowboys clawed 
their way to a 20-17 over- 
time victory over their arch- 
rivals on Sunday. 

Chris Boniol’s 29-yard 
field goal 6:17 into over- 
time capped a masterful 
drive spearheaded by quar- 
terback Troy Aikman and 
Emmitt Smith and enabled 
the super bowl champion 
Cowboys (6-4) to keep from 
dropping to a mediocre .500 
Mark. 

“We were desperate, we 
had to win, but now we are 
back in the race,” said 
Aikman. 

Aikman was 5-for-5 on 
the drive that started the 
overtime for 50 yards and 
Smith carried three times 
for 21 yards, including a 16- 
yard burst two plays before 
the winning kick. 

Young left in the second 
quarter with a slight concus- 
sion. his second in three 
weeks, and was unable to 
return. 

Elvis Grback took over at 
quarterback for the Niners 
(7-3). who squandered 10-0 
and 17-10 leads. “We 
missed him at crunch rime.” 
Niners coach George Seifert 
said about Young. 

A crucial turning point 
came when Aikman was 
driving reward a score in 
the fourth quarter and a pass 
was picked off inside the 
San Francisco five by 
Marquez Pope. 


third as the Kansas City 
Chiefs ran at will against 
4 hq. league's best defence 
and held off the Green Bay 
Packers 27-20 in another 
big showdown on Sunday. 

Hill led a rushing assault 
that produced 182 yards 
against a Green Bay 
defence that had been yield- 
ing 83 yards a game. 

Packers defensive end 
Sean Jones gave Kansas 
City its due. 

Green bay (8-2) had its 
five-game winning streak 
snapped. Kansas City 
improved to i-3.. 

In Denver. John Elway 
shook off a sore hamstring 
to throw one touchdown 
and Terrell Davis ran for 
another as the Denver 
Broncos held off a late 
Chicago Beans surge to win 
17-12. 

In Philadelphia, Bruce 
Smith sacked Ty Dctmer on 
a fourth -and-goal play with 
28 seconds left and 
Thurman Thomas rushed 
for 90 yards and a touch- 
down to lead the Buffalo 
Bills to a 24-17 victory over 
the Philadelphia Eagles. 


passing day in nfl hi^ ^a* Los Angeles 
With 522 yards .and iftsgL . hear the Atlanta 
Butler redeempd- :il^& 

a '32-iyard fieldlP >«ored 13 of his T<5 
with 33 seconds left in ova- .fe ^ 32 - is) run 

“ J* Ariroa -^btalio. added 

Carctaals beat the RedsJans s fcamE slreIi(l 

• *-■ stormed to 

Butler, in his fte , 

With Arizona, missed^ 32- third ouaner 
yarder w.th 9:10 left m ^ ; 

overtime and missed again ,n_ ,. Uii 
on a 37-yarder on the ^ ^ 

prior to the garae-winneL- . ■ ^ ere an ? 
But Redskin Dairyf 
Morrison was offside and weren 1 ^ us ' 
Butler made good on his rc “ 1 rowing 
third overtime chance. WD 1 inning. 

Esiason was 35-of-59 for ‘ ^landing 
Arizona (4-6). Washington.-^, , , 
despite 124 yards rushing c * te . v that 
by Teny Allen, feU to 7-3. , * cro * d going. W e 
In Miami, Dan Marino- ; . at 10 * booed at 
passed for three touch- . 3 taste in 

downs, including a pair to jr 
Fred Barnett, and passed a ‘p* O'Neal, who 
Milestone Mark as _ the points and 
Miami Dolphins routed the seemed to 
Indianapolis Colts 37-13. ' ;fl| «ehack with a 

Marino, the NFL’s all- 
time passing leader, became v *1 Cd-. a lios t0n L. 
the first to throw for 50,000 tee iL 
yards and finished the game S 


hallos 


with 50,121 as Miami (5-5) 


The ] 
from a 


uouviKu. 1 , Mtjw,, snapped a three-game ids- > ■■"•oriCU A P A c 
Eaglw nearly ralUed ing streak. The Colts (5-5) ^STERM SHRiicio* , 
l 24-10 fourfrj quarter lost their fourth straight. “MEISAI 


1 % SSF^apar 


deficiL After pulling within At New York, Drew ^cond floor 
a touchdown, the Eagles Bledsoe threw three touch- -3 ^ bathronmc™ 160 
drove from their own 25- down passes, including the - indent 
yeard line to the Buffalo 3. game-winner to Keith kitchen h ® al 
- - Pig.. Ien and luxurioi 


a touchdown, the Eagles 
drove from their own 25- 
yeard line to the Buffalo 3. 
But on fourth and goal 
Smith sacked Detmer to 
preserve the win. 

The win kept the Bills (7- 
3) tied with New England 
for first-place in the AFC 
east. Despite the loss, 
Philadelphia (7-3) remained 


But. on the next play, ded with Washington for 
rbac threw behind william First in the NFC East. 


Grbac threw behind william 
Floyd, and fined Strickland 
intercepted at the 15. 

This rime. Deltas cashed 
in with Aikman tossing a 
six-yard touchdown pass to 
Eric Bjorn son to tie it up 
with 2:45 left. 

In Kansas City. Greg Hill 
ran for 94 yards and two 
touchdowns and caught a 


In Cincmnari. Jeff Blake 
hit Ki-Jana Carter on a 12- 
yard touchdown with 6:39 
remaining to propel the 
Cincinnati Bengali to their 
third straight victory. 34-24 
over the first-place 
Pittsburgh Stcelcrs. 

In Washington. Boomer 
Esiason had the third-best 


Byars with 4:03 left, as the ' S 2®a$e caU 
New England Patriots over- ; 
came a 21-point first half — - 

deficit to beat the New York 
Jets 31-27. Qq f 

The win enabled the pats 
(7-3) to keep pace with lTi ^i**** 
Buffalo atop the AFC East. WISCH 
In other games, St Louis 
(3-7) crushed Atlanta (1-9). . 

59-16 Houston (6-4) beat 
New Orleans (2-8) 31-14 : "toft 
Tampa Bay (2-8) edged -J*«a 
Oakland (4-6) in overtime tja-i, 

20-17 Jacksonville (4-6) ] ‘ Sj j 
nipped Baltimore (3-7) 30 East 

27 Seattle (5-5) outscored '\ 

Minnesota (5-5) 42-23, and ^ c , 4 3 
Carolina (5-5) beat the New *S7 8 
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York Giants (4-6) 27-17. 
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A mt&ottfc -Theatre Sc Cincmi 
, TEU - 61 8275 


Nabll & Hisham^s Theatre 

TEL: 625155 


Today prssents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in th&play entltied 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 

Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tublshat 
Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


PRESENTS 

the SATIRICAL COMEDY 


V 
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Arab Human Rights 

At 8:30 p.m. 4 

Tbeaim la dosed Friday, Saturday & Sunday - 

For reservation please call 
625155 - 640155 J 
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Scots edge Swedes, Cyprus upsets Israel 
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PARIS (AFP) — Scotland 
rebounded from the disap- 
pointment of FIFA’s deci- 
sion to make them replay 
[heir match with Estonia by 
beating main rivals Sweden 
1-0 in the latest round of 
World Cup matches on 
Sunday. 

Scotland's heros in the 
group four match were 
goalscorer John McGinlay. 
who put the home side 
clear after eight minutes, 
and veteran 3 8 -year-old 
goalkeeper Jim Leighton 
who turned in a superb dis- 
play. 

There were good wins too 
for Norway and Yugoslavia 
— Norway snatching a 1-0 
win in Switzerland, and 
Yugoslavia beating the vis- 
iting Czech Republic by 
the same scoreline. 

Swiss hopes of qualifica- 
tion from group three took 
a battering in Berne when 
Norway's Wimbledon mid- 
fielder Oyvind Leonardsen 
slotted home die winner 
after 32 minutes as he ran 
onto a rebound after Marco 
Pascolo failed to hold a 
fierce drive from Tore 
AndreFio. 

And Real Madrid's Pre- 
drag Mijatovic scored 
Yugoslavia's only goal in 
their group six match in 
Belgrade after 18 minutes 
following an astute through 
pass from- Juventus star 
Vladimir Jugovic. It was 
the Yugoslav’s fourth win 
in four matches. . 

Greece forced a surprise 
1-1 draw against Croatia in 
Group One in Zaghreb — 
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Viktor Onoplco of Russia tries to keep control of the hall while being attacked by 
Robert ljangers of Luxembourg during their World Cup European group five quali- 
fying soccer Match in Luxembourg. Russia won the match 4-0. (Reuters photo) 


going ahead through Niko- 
Iaidis after just nine min- 
utes before the home side 
drew level on half-time 
through real Madrid's 
Davor Suker who fired 
home a tremendous 27 yard 
goal from a Boban free- 
kick. 

Frustrated Ireland 

dropped their first points 
when they were frozen out 
by a stubborn Iceland team 
in a goalless draw in Group 
Eight at Lansdowne Road 
on Sunday. 

The one point Ireland 
earned failed to send them 
back . to the top of the 


group. Macedonia's II-l 
hammering of Liechten- 
stein kept them clear on 
goal difference. 

Russia gave their qualify- 
ing campaign a boost when 
they took command of 
Group Five by winning 4-0 
in Luxembourg while sec- 
ond-placed Israel crashed 
surprisingLy in Cyprus 
when they went down 2 - 0 . 

Turkey ran up a 7-0 win 
against group seven oppo- 
nents San Marino — Dere- 
lioglu Oktay, who plays for 
Besiktas, delighting the 
Istanbul crowd by scoring 
four times. 


In the South American 
group, Peru ran up a con- 
vincing 4-1 victory over 
Venezuela in Lima, 
Paraguay snatched a 1-0 
win over visiting Ecuador, 
but Bolivia twice lost the 
lead and had to be satisfied 
with a 2-2 draw against 
Colombia. 

In the CONCACAF 
group, the United States 
scored two second-half 
goals to beat Trinidad and 
Tobago while Salvador 
needed a last minute win- 
ner from Trigueros to 
clinch a 3-2 win over Pana- 


Way LQS angeles (R) _ 

r Eddie Jones helped turn the 

/SMai, boos into cheers at home 
"Yy Vi! Sunday by leading the Lak- 
ers on an inspired third- 
. quarter run that erased a 19- 
ing da;, in rc ; point deficit as Los Angeles 
>ar«fc 2 ® rallied to beat the Atlanta 
st redcemd Hawks 92-85. ^ • • ■ inR 

a 32->Jtu lie ’ JfineS scof&l : '13 of hi^J9 
33 points during the 32-10 run 

a> t to ■■ and. Cedric CebaJlos added 

iinal? heai ;he k 1 J during the same stretch as 
4. the Los Angeles stormed to 

tier, in hi* fw victory after trailing 57-38 a 
Arizona, minute into the third quarter. 


Lakers beat Hawks as Portland overcome Spurs 


2T redeemed 
a 3 2-} Jiil lie 
33 


er u ith w If • ‘'When you are down by 
time and nn>«- 14 or 15 or whatever, you 
3 "-\ordtr want to get out there and 
• to tr.e ciifc*’; make something happen," 
ReJiLn - Jones said. “We weren't hus- 
rij.on Uing. were weren’t making 

nude steals, we weren’t running, 

"o'crumeil®. w were just standing 
i«son ^ aroun d. 
onj 1 4-o> 1 think the key was that 

• ie 1 24 vans \ got the crowd going. We 
Mien «*•' doiQ, t want to be booed at 
pan t home, it leaves a bad taste in 
(lir ' [hree ■■ you mouth.” 

' a ■ Shaquille O'Neal, who 


11 d ' ,jrr jflJP finished with 19 points and 
\fork rebounds, seemed to 

SIOn% Cnurlr (Ka pnirinkarlr with *> 


Angeles shot 65 per cent 
from the field during the 
period while holding Atlanta 
to just 19 per cent (4-of-21) 
shooting. 

Mookie Blaylock had 16 
points and 12 assists to lead 
Atlanta. Christian Laettner 
added -14- points *and nine 
boards. 

In Vancouver, Patrick 
Ewing scored 21 points and 
pulled down 16 rebounds to 
lead the New York Knicks to 
a 101-82 rout of the Vancou- 
ver Grizzlies that completed 
a sweep of their three-game 
west coast trip. 

Charlie Ward added 13 
points as the Knicks finished 
their road swing in more 
comfortable fashion after 
having to rally from 10 
points down to beat Golden 
State on Thursday and going 
into overtime to subdue the 
Clippers on Friday. 

New York (5-1) led 47-45 
at the half before they 
widened the gap in the third 
quarter. Ewing netted five 
points in a 13-2 run that 
made it 67-53 with 4:32 left 
in the quarter. 

**1 was very happy with the 
Knicks performance in the 
second half” said New York 


coach Jeff Van Gundy.’ I felt 
they passed the ball well, 
defended well and rebound- 
ed well." 

Anthony Peeler scored 16 
points, while Greg Anthony 
and Lawrence Moten added 
12 apiece for Vancouver, 
whiehhas* thtf'-worst-reCt^rti 
ih the'NBAatO^S/ 

“1 know they are a tough 
team, but 1 was embarrassed 
by our effort out there in the 
second half," said former 
Knick Anthony. “We 
weren't competitive enough 
for our home crowd.” 

In Portland, Isaiah Rider 
scored 23 points and Kenny 
Anderson added 17 as the 
.Portland Trail Blazers start- 
ing backcourt dominated 
their San Antonio Spurs 
counteiparts in a 94-81 vic- 
tory. 

Rider hit 8 ^of-l 6 shots, 
including 3-of-6 from three- 
point range, and Anderson 
added seven assists without 
a turnover. 

Chris Dudley chipped in 


° * 18 rebounds, seemed to made it 67-53 with 4:32 le 

SI °n iphin' & s P ar * c A* comeback with a in the quarter. 

™ L n . " ,j|J- thunderous dunk. U I was very happy with it 

uiapi’J'' ^ Jones Cellos took Knicks performance in tfc 
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»!**'■ FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
50.1:1^ WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

IV. j J [fit.- - . ■ 

-treak. R* * 220 sq.m., second floor apartment, consisting of three 
, jr K-urtf 1 bedrooms, two bathrooms.- guest room, living room, 
L "\^ eUi ; veranda, independent central heating, telephone, maid 
- -j* ihre tt ib* 5 r room, spacious kitchen and luxurious furniture. 
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Please call Tel.: 665711, 664256 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HJRSCH 


CAR FOR SALE 

Duty unpaid Mercedes-Benz 
230CE, model 1984, cc 4/2299. 

Please call tel: 690950 


Cinema Plaza 

Tel. 699238 

presents the best comedy movie of the year 
world star Leslie Nielsen.. .in 

SPY HARD 


Both vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 
’ *QJ63 
OJ 

0 KJ 882 

WEST EAST 

*108 *K94 

?88«2 710743 

01078 0QS4 

*10884 *978 

SOUTH 
*A872 
t>AEQ5 
-O A5 
- *AQ3 


BAD BIDDING, HAPPY RESULT 

auction. South’s opening bid was 
South deals. artificial and forcing. Worthy 
response was a rather curious posi- 
I bve — we would have chosen cither 

3 a waiting bid of two diamonds or a 

jump response of three diamonds. 
8 * South intended the threc-dub rebid 

as an inquiry for the major suits, 
^ but North, reading it as natural. 

™ V*. » launched into Blackwood. South s 

Y JVJ 4 3 five-club response showed all four 

0 7 aces, and North leaped to the grand 

* B7fl slam in cluba. A mystified South 



ham ' 5 1 

6251^5 

56P4T rO 


4 A 8 7 2 West led a spade and nothing on 

^7AKQ5 South's (ace revealed the apparent 

^ A. B hopelessness of the contract. After 

*AQ3 gome thought, declarer found R line 

that offered a chance. Both red 

FS- 3 iff 

S S ? ££ i*S« opening lead wMcnvered.^ 

Hb pa* the jack and king and taken with 

the ace. A heart was led to the jack, 
°P®jng lead; Ten of* the queen of spades was cashed and 

Study the lajfLt of this deal care- declarer returned to hand witn tne 
Given the lead of the ten of ace of diamonds. On the occ, tang 
what is your optimum con- and queen of hearts declarer als- 


LESLIE NIELSEN 


lead; Ten of* 

Study the lajoLt of this deal care- 





30 P-'V' 


bwt? 

Go to the head of the class if you 
I 5™ “wndvbs, the only grand 
|r ^rathatcan makri Is this contract 
jfugment or the imagination? In 
**4. it was reached by two interna- 
“OnalistS in a major pair event, 
* thou £h neither was or ond_of the 


carded two spades and a diamond 
from dummy. There followed a dia- 
mond to the king and a diamond 
ruffed low to taing'dedare* total 
to nine tricks. Declarer raffed two 
spades and a diamond highland 
the nee of tramp* wos the fulfill ing 
trick! 


5^ 


Shows: 12:30, 3:15, 5:00, 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

Dolby Stereo . 

the smash hit movie, The Rock, will be 
aired soon , starring Sean Connery. 


Delegations converge on Amman for 50th 
World Bodybuilding Championships 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — As competi- 
tors and officials con- 
verge on Amman for the 
50tn World Amateur 
Bodybuilding Champi- 
onships which open here 
Wednesday, officials of 
the International Federa- 
tion of Bodybuilders 
(IFBB) have expressed 
their satisfaction with the 
efforts of the organisers of 
the event — the first 
World Championship to 
be hosted in an Arab 
country. 

In an interview with the 
Jordanian sports media, 
IFBB Executive Director 
Pamela Kagan noted that 
it was very pleasing to see 
volunteer Jordanian youth 
working for the success of 
the tournament “I am 
very happy to be visiting 
Jordan for the second 
time. I was in close con- 


tact with the Jordanian 
Bodybuilding Federation 
and I must say we are 
very pleased with their 
efficiency”. 

Technical Committee 
member Tony Biinn said 
he was pleased with the 
championship’s venue — 
the Sports Palace. “We 
only nave some finishing 
touches to be done on 
lighting and sound sys- 
tems, otherwise every- 
body has been very co- 
operative in every 
aspect”. 

Paul Chua, assistant to 
the IFBB president repre- 
senting Asia said he 
hoped^that Jordan would 
join the Olympic Council 
of Asia. He said body- 
building will be one of the 
events in the next Asian 
Games which will be held 
in Pusan, South Korea in 
2002 . 

Rafael Santonja, assis- 
tant to the IFBB president 


noted that the champi- 
onship hosted by Jordan 
had set a new record for 
the number of participat- 
ing countries. He -said a 
total of 50 of the best ref- 
erees from various coun- 
tries would be judging the 
event. 

The competitors will be 
narrowed down to 15 in 
the preliminary round 
with only the top six mak- 
ing it to the final round 
and victory ceremony. 

Judges will be looking 
at front double biceps, 
front lat. spread, side 
chest, back double biceps, 
back lat. spread . side tri- 
ceps, abdominals and 
thighs. 

In the team posing 
judges look at: 

• Muscular development 
Originality of routine 

• Unison of poses 

• Overall choreography 

• How well they work 
together as a unit 


• How well they com- 
plement each other physi- 
cally. 

There will be random 
testing of the athletes and 
the tests will be sent to the 
laboratories of the Inter- 
national Olympic Com- 
mittee in Spain. If a com- 
petitor tests positive he 
will be stripped of his 
medal and suspended for 
two years. 

Sponsors 

The championship’s 
biggest sponsor is Prince 
Faisal Ben Fahed who 
donated S50,000 thus 
enabling Jordan to 
become the first Arab 
country to host a world 
championship. 

Other sponsors include 
the Arab Bank, the Hous- 
ing Bank, Royal Jordan- 
ian, Fastlink, Motorola 
and the United Insurance 
Company. 


Jordanian basketball teams prepare 
for 1st division championship 

Ahli lose to Syria ’s Wihdeh 76-52 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


with 12 rebounds off the 
bench as the Trail Blazers 
extended a six-point half- 
time lead with a seven con- 
secutive points to start the 
third quarter. 

Dominique Wilkins led the 
Spurs with 18 points and 11 
rebounds. 

At L$s Angeles, Rodney 
Rogers scored 22 points and 1 
Stanley Roberts added 19 as 
the Los Angeles Clippers 
used a decisive fourth-quar- 
ter run to beat the Minnesota 
Timberwolves 81-70. 

Tom Gugliotta had 18 
points to lead Minnesota in 
scoring. 

In Cleveland, Danny Ferry 
scored 20 points off the 
bench and Terrell Brandon 
added 19 and eight assists as 
the Cleveland Cavaliers, off 
to their best start in eight 
years, cruised to a 101-86 
victory over the Denver 
Nuggets. 

Dale Ellis tallied IS points 
for Denver. 


AMMAN — Jordanian basketball 
teams are currently putting their 
finishing touches in preparation for 
the start of the 1996 first division 
basketball championship which 
kicks off Nov. 19 with six teams 
taking part. 

Al Jazireh left Amman for Beirut 
Monday to play a series of match- 
es against top Lebanese teams. 
While die team may have an 
incomplete lineup, Yousef Abu 
Baker will be leading his- younger 
teammates who will again try to 
maintain their team's image as a 
formidable force in the league and 
attempt to take over second place. 


Former champions Al Ahli who 
lost their crown to Al Orthodoxi 
last year already started a several 
day visit to Syria. In their first 
match, Al Ahli lost 76-52 (41-36) 
to Al Wihdeh Monday. 

Ahli were mainly represented by 
their younger players led by Faisal 
Nsour, Mohammad Shamali, Walid 
Bad ran and Ramez Hammoudeh as 
the absence of three of their top 
stars in the past season has obvi- 
ously taken its toll on the team's 
form. 

While star centre Naser Bushnaq 
quit AJ Ahli last year to join a 
Qatari team, two of the -countiy's 
veteran stars Marwan Ma’touq and 
Yousef Zaghloul were also 
rumoured to have recently quit 


their team and were subsequently 
suspended by their club for six 
months after failing to show up for 
practice. 

The Jordan Basketball Federation 
this week confirmed their suspen- 
sion which makes them ineligible - 
to play in the first division champi- 
onship should they decide to return 
to their team. 

Titleholders Al Orthodoxi, who 
exerted strenuous efforts to take 
back their title last year, were the 
first team to start friendly matches 
abroad as they took part in the 
Hariri championship in Beirut last 
month alongside top Arab teams > 
from Lebanon and Egypt 1 
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Aziz accuses U.S. of 
shackling oil-for-food deal 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz has accused the 
United States of hindering 
the implementation of the 
U.N. plan to allow Iraq to 
sell oil for food and medi- 
cines. 

‘"Iraq wants the accord to 
be applied as quickly os 
possible but the United 
States is creating obstacles 
to its implementation." Mr. 
Aziz said, according to Iraqi 
press reports Monday. 

. Mr. Aziz is currently in 
Moscow for a visit aimed at 
urging Russian leaders to 
step up their efforts to bring 
into effect U.N. Resolution 
9S6 on the oil-for-food plan. 

The deal, which was 
signed in May and allows 
Iraq to sell S2 billion of oil 
every six months to buy 
food and medicines, would 
represent the first easing of 
the embargo slapped on Iraq 
after its invasion of Kuwait 
in August 1990. 

The United Nations put 
the deal on hold after Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein 


sent his troops into the 
Kurdish-populated north in 
August but is now trying to 
allow die agreement to 
move forward. 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton on Friday pledged 
his support for the accord, 
saying he did not relish the 
suffering of Iraq’s people, 
but said he would pursue a 
tough line to keep Saddam 
Hussein in check. 

Mr. Aziz, who arrived in 
the Russian capital on 
Saturday, said he was satis- 
fied with the results of talks 
with Russian Foreign 
Minister Yevgeny 

Primakov, according to 
Iraqi press reports, which 
said the two men had dis- 
cussed Baghdad's relations 
with both Moscow and the 
U.N. Security Council. 

The deputy premier also 
stud Iraq was willing to 
"continue its cooperation" 
with the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) 
charged with disarming 
Iraq, but he added: ‘This 
must not be a case or a story 


without end.” 

Under the U.N. resolu- 
tions ending the 1991 Gulf 
war over Kuwait. Iraq must 
convince UNSCOM it has 
eliminated its weapons of 
mass destruction and com- 
ply with long-term arms 
monitoring before an oil 
embargo can be lilted. 

“Iraq accords great impor- 
tance to Russia’s role in this 
matter and it must help to 
close this matter.” Mr. Aziz 
said. 

Moscow is Iraq's princi- 
pal all}' among Security 
Council members and has 
always shown itself 
favourable towards an eas- 
ing of pressures on Iraq, 
particularly regarding oil- 
for-food. while underlining 
the need for Baghdad to 
respect U.N. resolutions. 

An official Iraqi newspa- 
per on Monday called on 
Washington to take concrete 
measures to prove that Mr. 
Clinton's words about the 
plight of the people of Iraq 
were sincere. 

“Clinton's words cannot 


Majority of secular Jerusalem 
residents consider leaving — poll 


OCCUPIEDJHRUSALEM 
(AFP) — Six out of 10 
Jewish secular residents of 
Jerusalem are considering 
moving out of the Holy 
City to escape the growing 
influence of ultra-orthodox 
Jews, according to an opin- 
ion poll published 
Monday. 

Exasperated by growing 
religious intolerance in the 
city, 13.5 per cent of the 
secular population is 
actively house hunting or 
has already purchased a 
home in the suburbs, 
according to the survey 
carried out by the 
Floursheimer Institute for 
the Haarerz newspaper. 

The poll, carried out 
among 702 Jewish resi- 
dents of the city, found 
that 60 per cent of the sec- 
ular population were con- 
sidering moving out of 
Jerusalem due to the grow- 
ing size and political 
power of the ultra-ortho- 
dox minority. 

More than half those 
t queried said they would 
leave the city immediately 
if an ultra-orthodox mayor 
was elected. 

“The percentage of peo- 


ple taking active steps 
towards moving out (of 
Jerusalem) is far higher 
than the migration figures 
for other Israeli cities.” 
said Ami ram Gonen. head 
of the Floursheimer 
Institute. 

"If some measures are 
not taken, we are going to 
find ourselves in a situa- 
tion similar to the flight of 
whites from inner cities in 
the United States,” he said. 

Past opinion polls found 
that most people wishing 
to move out of Jerusalem 
cited the lack of sufficient 
housing and jobs. 

But since 1993 when a 
coalition of right-wing and 
ultra-orthodox parties 
took control of Jerusalem’s 
municipal government, 
growing numbers of secu- 
lar residents have cited 
religious reasons for want- 
ing to leave. 

The number of ultra- 
orthodox Jews living in 
Jerusalem has also grown 
significantly in recent 
years to reach more than 
140.000 out of a total 
Jewish population in the 
city of 420,000. 

The problem deepened 


Japan urges Israeli 
‘realistic steps’ to 
advance peace process 

CAIRO (AFP) — Japan on Monday called on Israel to 
take “realistic steps" to push forward the Middle East 
peace process, especially on the Palestinian track. 

A special envoy to Japanese Prime Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto made the appeal here after talks with Egyptian 
President Hosni Mubarak on the first leg of a regional tour 
which will also lake him to Israel and the Palestinian terri- 
tories. 

The envoy. Nobuo Matsunaga, who left for Israel later 
Monday, said he would transmit to Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu and Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat “our serious concern and preoccupation about the 
status in the peace process.” 

“I will especially tell Mr. Netanyahu to take some realis- 
tic steps," to help push forward the stalled peace process, 
Mr. Matsunaga said. 

Japan, he said, hoped that the long-delayed Israeli troop 
withdrawal from the West Bank town of Hebron, due to 
have taken place in March under 1995 autonomy accords, 
“will come to a final conclusion" soon. 

“But we have to be patient." he added. 

Mr. Matsunaga said he handed Mr. Mubarak a personal 
message from Mr. Hashimoto "expressing his willingness 
to further strengthen bilateral relations and expressing his 
serious concern on the present situation in the Middle 
East." 

“My meeting with Mr. Mubarak was extremely useful,” 
he said. 

Asked if he expected a Hebron agreement to be signed at 
the Nov. 12-14 regional economic conference in Cairo, he 
said: “My personal impression which I got from Mr. 
Mubarak and (Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr) Mr. Musa 
is that the}' are not over optimistic about that.” 

A foreign ministry statement in Tokyo said that Mr. 
Matsunaga would make a “direct high-level appeal to the 
parties concerned with a view to advancing the peace 
process." 

Japan tjas given more than $220 millions in aid to the 
Palestinians and is playing a leading role in the multilater-- 
al track of the peace process. 


after national elections in 
May which saw religious 
parties gain an unprece- 
dented position in parlia- 
ment and in the right-wing 
government of Prime 
Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu. 

The religious parties 
have notably sought to use 
their increased political 
weight to force a stricter 
respect of Jewish religious 
law. particularly the ban on 
certain activities during the 
Sabbath. 

After the May elections, 
a major political battle 
erupted oyer ultra-ortho- 
dox demands to close a 
main Jerusalem thorough- 
fare. Bar Ilan Street, dur- 
ing the weekly day of rest, 
which runs from sundown 
Friday to sundown 
Saturday. 

After weeks of some- 
times violent demonstra- 
tions on the street, an offi- 
cial commission last week 
recommended it be closed 
during the Sabbath. 

But the commission also 
recommended that mea- 
sures be taken to encour- 
age secular Jews to remain 
in the city. 


be credible until he asks the 
U.S. representatives on the 
Security Council and the 
U.N. Sanctions 

Committeec to stop invent- 
ing pretexts and creating 
obstacles, and on the con- 
trary, to work towards the 
application of this agree- 
ment more quickly.” A1 
Thawra daily said in an edi- 
torial. 

Another newspaper, A1 
Jumhouriya. wrote an open 
letter to the permanent 
members of the Security 
Council, urging them to 
take "immediate measures 
to save the Iraqi people and 
to bring an end to their 
ordeal” and describing the 
embargo os “equivalent to 
genocide” 

“Words of sympathy are 
not sufficient for Iraqis who 
are hungry and who risk 
death each day because of 
the lack of medicine. It is 
necessary to take practical 
measures to bring an end to 
this tragedy," the paper said. 


Iran wants 
better ties 
with Gulf 
Arabs — Velayati 

DUBAI (Agencies) — Iran 
wants to improve its rela- 
tions with its Arab neigh- 
bours across the Gulf to 
ensure real and lasting peace 
in the oil-rich region, Iran's 
Foreign Minister All Akbar 
Velayati was on Monday 
quoted as saying. 

“We want from our broth- 
erly neighbours in the Gulf 
to boost friendship, coopera- 
tion and neighbourly relatio- 
ns. ..cooperation between 
us...is alone capable of 
establishing a real and per- 
manent peace.” Mr. Velayati 
said. 

He made his comments in 
an interview with the Lon- 
don based Arabic-language ; 
Al Sharq A1 Awsat and in : 
answer to a question on what 
Iran wanted from a Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCCj 
summit to be held in Qatar 
on Dec. 7. . 

Mr. Velayati said he was 
due to hold talks on 
Wednesday in Tehran with 
Oman's Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs Yousef Ben 
Alawi Ben Abdullah as an 
envoy from the GCC — 
which groups Saudi Arabia. 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Qatar. 
Oman and the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE). 


Jews flock to Hebron 


(Continued from page 1) 

Jewish settlers and 150 
seminary students in 
Hebron should leave the 
city if it became apparent 
that their safety could not 
be guaranteed. 

“Saving a human life 
takes precedent over all 
other commandments,” 
Eliyahu Bakshi-Doron, the 
Sephardic chief rabbi of 
Israel, said during a visit to 
the Tomb of the Patriarchs. 

The negotiations on an 
Israeli troop withdrawal 
from most of Hebron, a city 
of 120,000 Palestinians, 
have been deadlocked. 

In Jericho, Palestinians 
held a sit-in on lands north 
of seif-ruled Jericho in the 
West Bank on Monday to 
protest against Jewish set- 


tlers seizing lands north of 
the city, witnesses said. 

Dozens of Palestinians, 
led by Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) 

Agriculture Minister Abdul 
Jawad Saleh, tried to pre- 
vent settlers from plowing 
the land in Jiftlik. north of 
Jericho. 

“An Israeli army com- 
mander asked the people to 
leave the land, claiming that 
the area was a military 
dosed area,” one witness 
said. 

“We will not leave the 
land until the settlers leave 
because their presence here 
and tbeir attempt to seize 
the land is a violation of the 
agreements signed between 
Israel and the PLO," Mr. 
Saleh said. 


No breakthrough on Hebron 
expected during summit 


(Cootraed from page 1) 

talks and they do not give h to 
us on paper,” Hassan Asfour 
told Reuters. 

Mr. Netanyahu’s office said 
the Israeli leader told Mr. 
Arafat the security arrange- 
ments demanded by Israel 
were vital to an accord. 

Israel radio said Mr. 
Netanyahu had hoped for a 
deal before be leaves on 
Wednesday for a planned 
week-long visit to the United 
States. 

Bur Ml Arafat told 
reporters in Gaza before leav- 
ing for Cairo when be win 
meet Egyptian President 


Hosni Mubarak: “as usual 
they are putting only; appoint- 
ments and appointmems bin 
nothing has been achieved till 
now.” 

Ml Netanyahu told Ml 
A rafat so the phone call that 
after a. Hebron accord, the 
sides could discuss Other 
issues including an easing of 
a closure restricting the num- 
ber of Palestinians allowed to 

work in brad Israeli 
spokesman Shai Bazak aid 

Also in Cairo, foe foreign 
ministers of Ireltad. foe 
Netherlands and Italy met 
Ml Mubarak for talks aimed 
at advancing foe Middle East 
peace process. 




KING WELCOMES CILLER: His Majesty King Hussein on Monday greets TTirkish 
Foreign Minister Tansu CQier as she arrives in Amman on a two-day working visit 
(see page 1 story) (photo by Yousef Al ’Allan) 

King hold talks with Ciller 


(Con tinned from page 1) 

back to a cycle of violence 
and counterviolence with its 
various ethnic and religious 
groups paying foe price,” he 
said. “We are in foil agree- 
ment with Turkey that tfos 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity must not be subject- 
ed to any danger." 

Dr. Ciller also briefed her 
audience on Turkey’s stand 
on regional water issues, say- 
ing that Turkey is prepared to 
share its water resources with 
Jordan on bilateral terms. 

“We were told by foe minis- 
ters and by the prime minister 
that Jordan would be pre- 
pared to buy water from 
Turkey,” she said. “We are 
certainly prepared to share on 
a, bilateral scale.” However, 
she said, regional water shar- 
ing remains discounted as 
option for the time being 
without the cooperation of 
Syria, Turkey's immediate 
neighbour, and other coun- 
tries of foe region. 

Jordan has said that it 
expects Turkey to plan an 
important role in regional 
water-sharing issues, now 
being discussed in the multi- 
lateral phase of tHfe Middle 
East peace process. The coun- 
try has an abundant water 
supply and has offered to 
export it to Arab countries as 
well as Israel, but a Syrian 
boycott has delayed headway 
on the issue. 


Mr. Kabariti told Dr. Ciller 
that Turkey can play a very 
pivotal role by acting as a 
major supplier of water to foe 
region, “thus strengthening 
the already solid relations it 
enjoys and contributing in a 
major way to a new Middle 
East . ." 

Turkey is “definitely trying 
to bock the peace process that 
has been initiated by Jordan 
in the region,” Dr. Gller said. 

“We are committed to peace 
in the area. . .and we feel that 
the continuation of the peace 
process is a must for peace to 
be sustained in the region,” 
she said. “For that to happen. 
Israel and all parties involved 
must live up to their promises. 
We feel that this is a must and 
we feel, as Turkey, we are 
ready to back up foe coura- 
geous initiative of Jordan. 
Any help that can be provided 
by Turkey can be depended 
upon as well as peace after 
the Gulf crisis.” 

Regional peace and peace 
within Iraq ore vital for an 
“extension of trade" with 
Jordan, she said, and added 
that during her meetings with 
the prime minister coopera- 
tion in several sectors was 
possible in addition to foe 
water sector. 

She said, without further 
elaboration, that Turkey can 
“collaborate in foe defence 
industry”. 

Dr. -Ciller encouraged busi- 
nessmen to boost trade 


between the two countries, 
calling the current trade vol- 
ume between the two coun- 
tries “an embarrassment". 

The current trade volume 
between Jordan and Turkey 
amounts to less than S200 
milli on per annum, which. Dr. 
Ciller said, is less than half of 
Turkey’s volume of trade 
with Israel. 

She encouraged Jordanian 
businessmen to take advan- 
tage of Turkey’* access to 
European, foe Black Sea 
Cooperation area and Central 
Asian countries' markets. 

“At foe same time. Jordan 
has more direct affiliation 
(with Arab markets), more 
direct affiliation with northern 
Iraq," she said. “We should be 
each other’s stepping stones 
to these markets.” 

Mr. Kabariti stud that 
Jordan, now negotiating eco- 
nomic partnership with the 
European Union, can benefit 
from Turkey's experience 
with foe union. He added 
that Turkey’s good relations 
with all countries of the 
region and its central location 
between foe Middle East and 
Europe “place (Turkey) in a 
unique position to contribute 
to a new future of prosperity, 
stability and cooperation." 

“We believe foe emerging 
environment of peace in the 
Middle East will positively 
contribute to strengthening 
these economic ties.” he said. 


Suharto begins four-day visit 


(Continued from page) 

complete abolition. 

Mr. Hakim said the aboli- 
tion of tariffs should be 
applied firstly to "food* 
medicine, clothing and sci- 
entific books imported from 
other Muslim countries." 

Addressing the same 
meeting. First Vice- 
Chairman of ACI Wasef 
Azar agreed with Mr 
Hakim on foe need for 
encouraging Jordanian- 
Indonesian economic rela- 
tions through measures 
aimed at easing trade barri- 
ers. He said “Jordan is very 
keen to expand its econom- 
ic relations with Indonesia.” 

The speakers also stressed 
the mutual benefits of 
increased cooperation 
between Jordan and 
Indonesia. 

As Jordanians could use' 
Indonesia as a gateway to 


enter other Asian markets, 
such as Cambodia or 
Thailand. Indonesians could 
look at Jordan as their gate- 
way to foe Middle East, Mr. 
Hakim noted. 

In this regard, Mr. Azar 
pointed to Jordan's “good 
export trade with Iraq," 
which, he said, amounted to 
$300 million in 1995 and 
“can be increased once foe 
oil-for-food deal is put into 
operation." 

From the debate between 
the two delegations, tourism 
emerged as one of foe key- 
scctors in which foe two 
countries can cooperate. 
Many participants high- 
lighted the importance of 
religious tourism and Mr. 
Hakim noted foot “200.000 
pilgrims from Indonesia go 
to Mecca every year/’ 
Jordan should propose itself 
as a “hospitable and conve- 
nient station for pilgrims to 


Mecca and hopefully, in the 
future, to Jerusalem." Mr. 
Azar added. Also, in a dif- 
ferent meeting with foe vis- 
iting delegation. President 
of foe Jordan Business 
Association Hamdi Tabba* 
called on Indonesian pil- 
grims to “consider Jordan as 
a comfortable stop-over on 
their way to Mecca or 
Jerusalem." 

The JBA chairman added 
that “foe government of 
Jordan is currently looking 
for a strategic partner capa- 
ble of bringing in 
Corporation and technical 
know-how to Jordan's 
Telecommunication compa- 
ny as an intermediate step 
towards privatising this sec- 
tor." He “strongly recom- 
mended" that Indonesian 
firms consider this “promis- 
ing opportunity." 


MENA summit opens in Cairo today 


(Continued from page 1) 

arriving early Monday 
accompanied by more than 
50 executives, described foe 
conference as a “very 
important event” both for 
regional cooperation: ‘ and 
the peace process.. 

With the current stalemate- 
on al) tracks of the Israeli- 
Arab peace . process. 
Egyptian officials ; have 
been keen to turn foe focus 
of the conference away 
from the theme of Israeli- 
Arab cooperation which 
dominated previous events 
in Amman last year and in 
Casablanca in 1994. 

“We hope that inter- Arab 
cooperation will take on ft 
bigger dimension and that 
is why there will be a spe- 
cial session doyoted to 
Arab cooperation,” said 
Raouf Saaa, Egypt’s assis- 
tant foreign minister .for 
international cooperation, 


‘Inter-Arab cooperation 
bos largely suffered from 
(he absence of peace 
because all the resources of 
the Arab countries were 
decimated during the Arab- 
Israeli conflict," he added. 

Egyptian Foreign 

Minister Amr Musa added: 
“I am convinced there is a 
big chance for the Arab 
countries to bolster eco- 
nomic, trade and tourism 
cooperation." 

Palestinian . Housing 
Minister Abdel Rahman 
Hamad echoed foe theme 
by urging Arab participants 
fit the conference to use eco- 
nomic pressure on Israel to 
force foe Jewish state to 
respect its peace commit- 
ments. 

Palestinian businessmen 
from foe Gaza Strip and 
West Bonk are boycotting 
the regional conference to 
protest foe crippling impact 
on their economy of Israel's 


frequent closures of the ter- 
ritories. . 

The theme of foe confer- 
ence in which Jordan is rep- 
resented by a delegation 
headed by Minister of 
Trade and Industry Ali Abul 
Ragheb. is: “Building for 
the future: Creating an 
investor friendly environ- 
ment." 

During the meeting, the 
Palestinians will emphasise 
during the meeting, foe 
damage done to their econo- 
my by Israel's closure of the 
territories, foe head of their 
delegation said Monday. 

“We warn to show the 
destructive effects of foe 
Israeli closure to this inter- 
national forum. 1 ” Palestinian 
Finance Minister 

Mohammad Nashashibi 

said before leaving for the 
Egyptian capital wifo foe 
rest of foe delegation. 
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Princess Diana’s, 
stepmother 
confirms divorce 

LONDON (R) — Princess 
Diana’s stepmother Raise 
confirmed on Sunday that 
she and her French count 
husband bad divorced, 
British newspapers reported. 
Raine, daughter of the nov- 
elist Barbara Cart) and, said 
foe split with Count Jeaa- 
Francois 6c Cbambrun bad 
been amicable. “I have great 
affection’ for my former hus- 
band. I wish him every hap. 
piness,” she told reporters. 
The 67-year-old countess 
was married to Ptiritess 
Diana's father Earl Spencer 
for 16 years until his death in 
1992. She inherited much of 
his £88 million ($145 mil- 
lion at current rates) estate. 
She made headline news 
when she got married three 
years ago after having 
known him just a few weeks. 

U.K. election 
campaign being 
fought via billboards 
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LONDON (R) — If ^1 

is the land of the 30-second : M *4 . . ^ u 

soundbite. Britain is the land -: s ht 
of the billboard. The general M pn me 

election, due by n«t Me,, .vie Mf >; l|J 
promises to be Bnham's 
costliest political advertising in a “ ner . . . he 

campaign ever, with bill- , h Thtl 

boards the battleground in a - « d faad- * m . L u v 
country where politicians _ -joflWK rai> " * 
cannot buy advertising time in , u f u \J 
on television or radio. “It's jlteKrietted in 11 gh 
in your face. You can't * decrea* in wheat 
ignore it." Ron Zeghibe, . m tire international 
chief executive of the & 

Maiden Group, one of pressed that 
Britain's largest . 'outdoor ;jciwc«n 10 rechannel 
advertising companies, -told y»d (odder subsidies 
Reuters. "It’s an adversarial sound and aimed at 
show," said one advertising ^Kiibu*. 
executive. “Somehow being Jung renewed eonft- 
out on the street (with a Ml- - * m Mr. Kabariti and 
board) is more of a cosh juanraent. saying the 
frontation" than a newspaper ^ ha' proved his 
ad. The mam opposition mm to the country and 
Labour Party this month: « ^ y lU ehi personal 

launched a one-month, J&2 ' 

million (Sl.98 million)/^- . 

paign that is plastering 2§ti0 nfar A fQ 1 

inkier sites with its “e^ ' CXl 

is enough" message, 

designed to drive home (he T 1 

message that it is time-io ]Cf*0 A I 1 

bring an end to 17 ycafr of uJl j 

Conservative rule. - The 

Conservative Party, which is' 

trailing Labour in opinion 

polls, caused a row this sum- jlfi dV |\ 

mer with billboards depict- ll/lf M 

ing Labour leader Tony 

Blair’s "demon eyes'.” The r miTlP ,- ... , 

Conservatives are reported • ■ ^ekanand 

to have booked a £4 million - 31 ro 


Irani P A. Yjvekanand 
in Cairo 


, five-month poster advertis- sw.... 

ing campaign set to begin in ^_,l' t RESIDENT Hosni 


ing campaign set to begin ra 
January. 

German police smash 
gang smuggling 
Thai sex slaves 

HANAU. Germany (AFP) 
— German police have dis- 
mantled a gang smuggling 


dear before 


mantled a gang smuggling Mnipfr hope to 

young Thai girls to work as benefit* through 

prostitutes in Germany, a Operation while ir mn 

cnntr.cm.. ,K. Uwmsm ' " Malt tiw, - . LUn_ 


spokesman for the Hanoi 
prosecutor’s office said 
Sunday. Two men have been 
arrested. They were among 
four people, who in die guise 


' *= Ha “l Peace process 

office said , 

cn have been f «jjei?ed. judging from 

Z ?L Arab and foreign 

our die guise «d the confer-.,™, ,u 

ravel afwV’V Plat .-J..,.- . . nCC " foftt 


of operating a travel agency. »» definitelv ™ ,i? 1 
had brought at least 15 Thai ^ of inier-Arah ^ n 
girls to Germany by force Arab rpl-.r' C0n0rT } IC 

and sent them to brothels "fyacalW advan,-. 10 ^ 
where they were ill-treated. West and *?? Ced Coun ‘ 

foe official said. The two ' ecom«m a ^ an ' rat ! ier 
other members of the gang . ^ Mid Ca . tPr i ,nte S r ation 
^ lc m ecnnnml/. 


are on foe run, police said. 
Last week, police raided sev- 
eral apartments and brothels 


economic 


" %r of Indu 


and seized 200,000 forged ))aiw 
dollar bills, foe spokesman ^ ^USsia to 

^SCOM 


st O’ and 


Chinese girl stabs 
pampered brother 
to death 
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BEIJING (AFP) — The tin- % 1( '-0rnmi ssion 
ditional Chinese preference % ^ ^ setting a 
for sons had tragic conse- ^ h ' 1 c °rapleiine itc 
quences recently in dte - '■» ca ®'Jia n t!e fw, 
southwest province of 
Sichuan, where a neglected ^.^'waandChf 
teenaged girl murdered her * . J and 
ddT brother. Yaag 
Yumer. 17. was arrested on T 
Ocr. 29 having stabbed her official sh 115 

brother to death as he step** = '^ ne ^sp aDf _ . ^ 
foe Sichuan daily said in * 
report seen here Monday. 

The father of the yang frmi* 
ly had died in 1995. leaving 
a 50 -y car-old widow wifo W. 
force daughters and one sod* Y 
After one daughter was nar- - f “ 


'^tence 


“UW. uavijjjiwjs OKU WK pw* ■ ‘-KIKIai 

After one daughter was niar- - f “ 
ried and another left toliwt •- ^ Rabin's 

work in the southern T Su Prem e 

nrnvinr"* Af 1, &iTtian YartC *■ tfirw * to 


province of Fujian, Yang ^ ovem^. 

Yuraei --foe youngestdnW . > fa 
— was left at home with her ^ F'a£ slini _ 
mother and elder brother. n, Uf ^* wn. CQn " 

Ssinn_ 



